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Religious Communications, 


To the Editor of the Christian Spectatar. 
SIR, 
Tuere has recently fallen into my 
hands, a Hebrew Tract, composed by 
4 converted Jew, and addressed to 
his kindred according to the flesh, the 
outcasts of Israel. It was published, 
I believe, by the London Society, for 
promoting Christianity among them. 
The following is an attempt to ex- 
hibit it, ina literal translation. A 
few words and sentences, occurring 
here and there, and relating chiefly 
to unimportant Rabbinical quotations 
are left untranslated. SELIM. 


Arguments from ithe Prophets to 
prove that Messiah has come, and 
that Jesus of Nuzareth is the Mess 
siah. 

Tue ground of the controversies 
petween the Christians and the Jews, 
is twofold. ‘The former assert that 
the Messiah has come, and that Je- 
sus of Nazareth is the Messiah, 
while the iatter contradict them.— 
The truth of the former assertion, 
will be evinced, if we are able to 


shew, that, through the power of 


God, those things have a/ready been 
scomplished, which the Prophets, 
; according to the belief of Christians 
aud Jews,) predicted would come to 
pass, after the advent of the Messi- 
ah. For if our iaith in him should 
fail, after we have seen all this, the 
prophecies would prove vain, aud be 
accounted a subject of ridicule in the 
Ki of seotiers and epicures, 
- Behold the prophetic declara- 
dows of Jacob:—* The sceptre shall 
hot depart from Judah, nor a lawgivs 


LY 


er from between his feet until Shiloh 
come.” From this we understand, 
that at the time, when the sceptre 
should depart from Judah, and he 
should no fonger possess a law giver, 

then the Shiloh should come; because 
his coming was dependant npon the 
departure of the sceptre, and the 
lawgiver from Judah. Concerning 
the import of the word Shiloh, already 
rave the wise men of the ancient Jews, 
explained it of the Messiah: and as 
to the signification of the word sceptre, 
he it what it may, has it not departed 
from Judah; If it mean the sceptre of 
a king, must it not appear evident, to 
the eye of every one, that it has de- 


parted ? Or, if it denote the ensign of 


a tribe, (as it is well known, that eve- 
ry tribe possessed a standard with its 
name inscribed upon it, as a sign of js 
tribe-sh MPs ) this also has departed from 
him; for the Jews are dispersed a- 
broad, over the face of the whole earth, 
aud there is not an individual who re- 
cognizes his tribe. ‘The community 
of the tribe of Judah, according to his 
standard. is forgotten by his seed ; and 


a Seu s, in our days, know not, who- 


is descended from those who came out. 
of the loins of Judah, Benjamin, or 
Levi, or from the remnant of the ‘Ten 
Tribes, wlio came up from Babylon. 
Heuce we may infer the impossibility 
of denying, that the sceptre and the 
lawgiver, have departed from Judah, 
and areno more. Hereby it may be 
proved that the Shiloh has come, for 
the sceptre was not to depart from Ju- 
dah, until after Messial’s coming ;— 
and as the sceptre has departed fron 
him. itis clearly revealed and made 
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Known, that the Shiloh has come ;— 
and because Shiloh is Messiah, there- 
fore, Messiah has come. 

Daniel in his glorious prophe- 
cies concerning the seventy weeks, 
(ix. Ch. 2 14—27,) fixed the time of the 
Messiah, at the end of the days from 
the going forth of the commandme nt, 
to restore and build Jerusalem, an- 
nouncing and declaring that after the 
advent of the Messiah, sacrifice and 
offering should be made to cease, that 
the end of the people of [srael should 
be with a flood, and their land become 
a desolation. Now then, if sacrifice 
and oflering have been abolished, and 
{srael carried away into distant re- 
cions, by the hands of an enemy, and 
if their land has become a desolation, 
know thou that Messiah has come; 
because, Daniel prophetically saw that 
these things would take place after 
the coming of the Messiah. But be- 
hold, all these events have transpired. 
seventeen hundred years have passed 
ever us, from the day when the con 
tinal burnt offer ing, and the meat of- 
fering, were done away, and judgment 
was made to cease from the gate, by 
the power of the Romans, and all the 
Jand oi Judah was laid desolate by the 
hand of the enemy. ‘The certainty 
of these events cannot be denied.— 
Nloreover observe this: that 
even the learned of the Jews, as Rab- 
bi Solomon Jarchi and others, in their 
comments upon the book of Daniel, 
acknowledge of themselves, that the 
calamities which betel the Jews. in 
ihe days of ‘Titus, were predicted by 
ihe mouth of Daniel, and Josephus al- 
so acquiesces in this. Therefore, as 
Daniel fixed the time of the Messiah 

be before the things mentioned 
should happen, and as those events 
have been past, for many days, thou 
mayst know that Messiah came, even 
in ancient time. ‘This is a plain fact 
not to be denied, ifihou believest that 
Daniel is a prophet of truth. But, 
while the Jews concede, that the lat- 
ier part of his prophecy was accom- 
plished in the days of Titus, (because 
the truth of it, is set so plainly before 
their eyes.) still they deny the accom- 


also, 
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plishment of the former part, viz. that 
the Messiah was to come before the 
abolition of the sacrifice and offering, 
&e. They divide the words of Dan- 
iel into parts; half is truth, and half is 
Jalsehood. Daniel announces the 
coming of the Messiah at the appoint- 
ed day ; and the same Daniel predicts, 
the abolition of sacrifice and ofiering, 
and the dispersion of Israel by the 
hands of their enemies. Now the 
Jews acknowledge the latter part of 
the declaration, but not the former. 
But because Daniel was a true proph- 
et, and because the latter part of his 
prophetic vision has been performed, 
(as is well known, both to Christians 
and to Jews,) therefore the former 
part of his words also, which he utter- 
ed concerning the antecedent cause, 
must necessarily be accomplished, or, 
in short, know thou that Messiah has 
come. Further :—The Jews have 
formed a notion, saying, that the Mes- 
siah’s coming had a kind of condition 
annexed to it, and that it has been de- 
layed, on account of the multitude of 
their transgressions. But, according 
to the prophecy y of Daniel, so far was 
it from being suspended upon a condi- 
tion, that he designated a certain day. 
in plain words, like the 70 years of 
the Babylonish ¢ ‘aptivily, or like the 
450 vears of the sojourning of Israel. 
Theretore, so far art thou from having 
oceasion to think in thy soul, that the 
advent has been retarded, on account 
of their iniquities, that it is spoken of 
as being the very effect of the coming 
ol the Messiah, to make atonement tor 
miquities. From this, thou mayst 
Jearn, that sins were not to be 
pletely removed from the earth, betore 
the Messiah’s coming. In the 53d. 
chap. of Isaiah, which the Jews of 
their ow ‘ accord e xpound i in reference 
to the itis said concerning 
him-—** le was wounded for our trans- 
eressions, he was bruised for our ini- 
quities, and for the transgression ot 
my people was he smitten.—AlIl we 
like shee p have gone astray and Jeho- 
vah hath made to fall upon hira, the 
iniguity of us all, and he made his 
soul an offering for sim.” It is also 
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said—~ he shall justify many, and 
their iniquities he shall bear.” If 
therefore, these things were to be the 
works of the Messiah, viz. that he 
should blot out transgressions, is it not 
in direct opposition to the notion of 
the Jews, who say, that the advent 
has been retarded on account of the 
multitude of transgressions ? And in 
truth, we find the opinion of other 
learned menu of the Jews, who admit 
and say, that the time of the Messiah 
was marked out and fixed, and that it 
was not to depend upon any other 
thing. Abarbanal and Hillel upon 
the passage where it is said—** I the 
Lord, will hasten it in its time,” thus 
comment :—* The cleansing of the 
children of Israel, will I besten)? a 

And Manasseh Ben Israel writes, that 
the coming of the Messiah, was sus- 
pended solely upon the promise of the 
blessed God himself. And further- 
more, Rabbi Bachii observes that, al 
though the redemption be dependent 
upon conversion, nevertheless, the 
tume, which had been certainly deter- 
mined, would not fail, even if conver- 
sion should be wanting. However, 
according to the idea of those whosay, 
that the advent has been deferred by 
reason of the multitude of their trans- 
gressions, they acknowledge, that the 
most appropriate season for his com- 
ing is already past. Since, therefore, 
we have found in the Prophets, that 
not only has the advent not been de- 
layed, because of iniquities, but that 
all the advantage of his coming was 
io atone for iniquities, thou mayst 
perceive of thine own self, that the 
Me aslon has come already. 

» Haggai the Prophet (ch. ii, 3.) 
says, concerning the glory of the sec- 
ond house that it was less than the 
vlory of the first house. But in the 
9th verse it is said, “the glory of this 
latter house, shall he greater than that 
of the former.” 

Thus the two passages are contra- 
dictory, one to the other: but a third 
passage occurs, which will decide be- 
tween them. In the 7th verse, a signifi- 
cation is given to the greatness of the 
second house. And this is that which 
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is said. The Desire of all nations 
shall come, and I will fill this house 
with glory, saith Jehovah of Hosts.” 
And asa parallel to this, Malachi (ch. 
iii, 1.) thus prophecies :—* Suddenly 
shall come to his temple, the Lord 
whom ye seek, and the Messenger of 
the Covenant, in whom ye delight.” 
From this, it appears to us, evident, 
that the man, who was called the de- 
sire of all nations, and the messenger 
of the covenant, was to appear in the 
second house. By the tact, then, 
that he was revealed in that second 
house, thou mayst perceive, that he 
came while the sanctuary was yet 
standing. But as the house is now 
laid desolate, it necessarily follows 
that the Messiah has come. Further, 
by comparing these two prophecies 
together, we find, by the clearest evi- 
dence, that the desire of all nations is 
the messenger of the covenent. And 
Rabbi David Kimchi, observes, 
that this Lord, the messenger of the 
covenant is Messiah; and one learn- 
ed man, by name Rabbi Solomon, 
writes, that this is the very Angel Re- 
deemer, of whom it was said, that my 
name is within him. Indeed, many 
ofthe wise men of the Jews confess, 
that this is the Messiah, and conse- 
quently, that the messenger of the 
covenant, was to come during the 
time of the second house, and that 
the Messiah himself is the messenger 
of the covenant, and the desire of all 
nations. Ifso, Messiah came, while 
vet the second sanctuary was siand- 
ing. But it is now a long time since 
the second house was utterly destroy- 
ed, by the hands of the Romans, ia 
the 70th year of the christian era: 
therefore, of a truth, Messiah has 
come. ‘The Jews seek to repel the 
force of this argument, by twe obiec- 
tions. Inthe first, they say, that the 
temple in which the Messiah was to 
make his appearance, is the third 
house, which is deseribed in the 40th 
ch. of K:zekiel: and in the second 
place, they assert, that Jesus, the Naz- 
arene, did not enter that tem) ple which 
was built by Joshua and Serabhahel, 
but the temple which Herod bujlt.— 
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Now the first of these objections will 
fall to the ground, if thou wilt turn 
thine eyes to the words of Haggai,when 
he says, the glory of this latter house 
shall be greater than of the former. The 
declaration refers to the very house, 
which he had mentioned above, when 
he spake to the remnant of the peo- 
ple, and said, concerning it, that it 
was as nothing in their eyes, in com- 
parison with the temple of Solomon. 
By this, it is proved, that the sanctu- 
ary in which the Messiah was to be 
revealed was the second hause, and 
sot the third house which is mention- 
edin the prophetic vision of E:zekiel. 
The second objection may be can- 
celled by the concession of wise men, 
of the ancient Jews, who say, that the 
house built by Joshua and Zerubbabel, 
was exceedin: oly damaged in the days 
of Antiochus, by means of the wars 
of the Jews, which had been of long 
continuance,and that on account of its 
being broken in pieces, it was rebuilt 
trom its foundation, and enlarged by 
Herod. Now as the bedy of man is 
accounted one body, from his birth 
even to his oid age, so they call the 
house we have mentioned, one, and 
the saine temple, from the commence- 
ment of its being built, in the days of 
king Cyrus, even to its destruction by 
the Romans, through the instrumen- 
tality of Titus. This is well known 
to those who have perused their 
books. The notion of the Jews in 
ourtime, never entered even the des- 
perately wicked heart of the Ancients; 
for they continually denominated this 
house the second house, in distinction 
from the temple of Solomon, which 
they called the frst house, and the 
third temple, which they expected to 
behold, is that which is mentioned by 
Ezekiel. Rabbi Moses Ben Mai- 
mon himself, (in Haleeth Para Adu- 
mah, section, 3, page 35th,) informs 
us, that the destruction ef the temple 
by Titus, was the destruction of the 
second temple. Hence, thou mayst 
know, that he aiso, called that house 
the second house, though it was re- 
built in the days of Herod, and that his 
opinion comeided with the opinion of 
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the remnant ofhis people, who called 
it the second house. 

The same also, thou mayst find in 
another book of Josephus, in which 
he informs us that the house built by 
Joshua and Zerubbabel, was rebuilt 
in the days of Herod, stating and de- 
claring that the temple which was 
destroyed by the Romans, was the 
second house. Therefore the argu- 
ment stands good as at first propos- 
ed, viz. that as the Messiah was to 
come, during the period of the sec- 
ond house, and as that has been to- 
tally laid waste, Messiah has already 
eome. Andnow bear in mind, the 
three arguments which we have sta- 
ted, to show that Messiah has come. 
If, indeed, the period of the Messial, 
was absolutely fixed, to be previous 
to the removal of the Sceptre fron 
Judah, and previous to the abolition 
of sacrifice and ofiering, and the Con- 
stitution of the Jews, by the hand oj 
the enemy ; and antecedently to the 
destruction of the second house: and 
if all these events have arrived, then, 
either the prophets ioretold, what was 
false and foolish, or Messiah even so 
has come. But because Jews as well 
as Christians, acknowledge that the 
words of the Prophets, are true, thou 
wiayst be assured that the advent of 
the Messiah ts past. Having theretor 
proved that the Messiah has come, 
let us next enquire whois the Mes- 
siah. 

And first:—If the period of the 
Messiah’s coming, was to be before 
the destruction of the second temple, 
and the cessation of the offerings, and 
the departure of the sceptre from Ju- 
dah, then he must have come before 
the 7Oth year of the Christian era; 
for inthat year, all those occurrences 
took place. And moreover, if It may 
be sad, that the Wor d scepétre denotes 
tle community of a tribe, (and this is 
a thing established, as every map 
must know,) then thou mayst, here- 
by, binunt the teeth of Barchochab, 
and of every fulse Messiah who came 
after that particular period, with those 
also, who came antecedently to the 
appointed time, Do not the Jew 











|Site ele a aka ae ea 





v . i ls 2S a ales z rm > "e 7 e t 
pride SB t . tad 
‘ VERS ude tit fhe Se wae ae Wee SELON OEE CS teat 
aE SPAM TSI aS OohOO RE eaten OSes oe rat RAG 


~~ 


5 4 goa neigh = . alert 

Se ata es ie iy 
er re coment Oc: eer ame 
se ea, pera “Start 


ay 


if 
SPs 


CAGE GREISIS 


MLS hy aig 
Me a ES a, 





1819.] 


and the Christians deny both them, 
and their names ? From this it appears, 
that only one subject of dispute re- 
mains between them; and that is, 
whether Jesus of Nazareth be the 
Messiah, or not. The Christians say 
that he is the Messiah, and as an ar- 
eument in their favour they assert, 
ihat he came before the 70th year of 
‘he Christian era. If so, no man has 
heen upon the earth who came in per- 
ject integrity of heart, as Messiah, ex- 
cept Jesus of Nazareth. And if ev en 
he is not the Christ, we demand of the 
Jews to tell who is? For, they them- 
selves Anow, either thet he came pre- 
vious to the 70th year, or that all the 
prophets have seen visions of vanity 
and folly. ‘Phere is still another ar- 
cument, in the hands of the Christians, 
to prove that Messiah came beiore 
the 70th vear, and that Jesus the Naz- 
arene is Ae,—end that is derived from 
ihe prediction of Daniel, concerning 
the wondertul things. which were to 
be accomplished at the end of seventy 
weeks. ‘The time trom the going 
torth of the commandment, to restore 
and to build Jerusalem, unto Messtah 
the Prinee. shall be three score and two 
weeks and seven weeks. The whole 
number siv-nine weeks.—Now 
the Valmud,and Manassah Ben Israel, 
Abarbanel and Eben Ezra and 
lain the meaning of the 
weeks of years: and 
they make the number of ‘them amount 
to four hundred and ninety 
so, thou mayst know that the num- 
ber of those years from the going forth 


is si) 


= } 
ah; il 
? 
Others exp 


1 


weeks, tO be, 


of the commandment of the kings of 


Persia, be it what it may, was com- 
pleted before the 70th 3 year, in which 
the T emple was destr oved : and the of- 
ferings were abolished. There fore, 


say either that raanrare came before 


Os ee ' P 
fiat period, or that the number ot 


Daniel, was without any foundation. 
But it is clearly revealed that all parts 
of the momber were fulfilled in the 
iime of Jesus of Nazareth. and it is 


also ascertained by the narration of 


Josephus, Tacitus and Suetonius, as 
well as of the book of the New-Testa- 
ment, that at that time, men were 
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locking out, upon the watch, to see 
the coming of the Messiah ; for they 
well knew, that the number ‘of Daniel 
was ended. Behold here a proof, not 
only that Messiah has come, but also, 
that Jesus of Nazareth himself, is the 
Messiah. 
(To be concluded in our next number.) 


For the Christian Spectator. 





On the nature of Regeneration. 


Tre language of the Bible abounds 
with metaphor. As the inspired pen- 
men, wrote for the instruction of all 
classes of readers, they could not teach 
moral truths to unlearned and illite- 

rate men, without employing language 
in common use. The language, in 
common use, however, in its primary 
anc literal sense, denoted natural 
and material and sensible ob- 
in distinction from spiritual-— 
This metaphorical use of language, 
however, 


irnths, 
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does not in the least degree, 
obscure the sense of the sacred wri- 
ters, though it renders a degree of 
caution necessary in Interpreting their 
meaning. It is true, we are not to 
iook for a strict analogy between nat- 
ural and spiritual things, yet there is 
always some point of resemblance, 
which: is apparent to the common rea- 
der, and which is illustrated by the 
metaphor employed. We cannot, 
therefore, give a hteral interpretation, 
to the metapheric language of the bi- 
ble. For example, it would be ab- 
surd to suppose that the new birth, 
which in the third chapter of John’s 
Gospel, is enjoined by our Lord, de- 
roies a second natural birth. It ap- 
pears, that Nicodemus understood it 
in this sense; hence his exclamation. 
‘how can a man be born when he is 
old!” Perhaps no one, from the days 
of Nicodemus, down to the present 
time, has ever interpreted the expres- 
sion, (éterally. It is supposed by all, 
who read the bible, to denote some 
change either in the character or in 
the condition of man. 
The nature of this change, is the 
— of inquir Yy- 
. It isa change in the moral char- 
acter of man, 
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In allusion to the language, em- 
ployed by our Lord, in his conversa- 
tion with Nicodemus, and that found 
in a few other connexions in the bible, 
it is often called regeneration. ‘This 
term is appropriate, as the change is 
indispensable to the existence of spir- 

It is evident from the conversation 
of our Lord with Nicodemus, tliat 
this change respects the moral char- 
acter of man. When Nicodemus ex- 
pressed his surprise, our Lord expiain- 
ed to him the nature of the chauce. 
He taught him to consider it as spir- 
itual, not as a change of natural fac- 
ulties, either mental or corporeal, but 
as one produced by the Spirit of God; 
a change of which baptism, or the ap- 
plication of water to the body. was 
the symbol. He further tavglit him, 
that the nature and the necessity 
of this change ought not to excite 
his surprise. ** Marvel not that 1 said 
unto thee, ye must be born avain.” 
The manner of the Spirit’s operation 
is mysterious; so is the manner, in 
which God produ ces common events. 
“The wind,” for example, * bloweth 
where it listeth, thou hearesi the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell, wlience it 
cometh, nor whither it gveth: so is 
every one that is born of the Spiit.” 
We perceive not the wind, we know 
not the manner of its rising, we cannot 
determine whence it cometh, nor 
whither It goeth, except fron its ef- 
fects—we hear the sound thereof, and 
we are certain of the effects. So it ts, 
in respect to the new birth. ‘Vie Spir- 
it Operates In a manner, of which the 
subject is ignorant 3 still his ignorance 
is no foundation for surprise. We do 
not understand the mode of God's op- 
eration, either in the natural ov 
world, either on body or mind. 

Again :—It is evident from the lan- 
guage employed in other parts of the 


On the nature 


ineral 


bible, in describing the subjects of 


this change, that it respects the inor- 
al character of man. ‘Plic Apostle 
Paul says, ¢f any man be in Christ, he 
7s anew creature. ‘To those who are 
in Christ, there is “ no condemnation ; 
they walk not after the flesh. but alter 
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the Spirit.” They are the objects of 
the love and favour of Christ, and are 
interested in the promises which he 
has made. ‘The plirase in Christ, 
denoies, not merely the moral likeness 
which the regenerate bear to him, but 
it denotes that intimate and endearing 
relation, to him, which they sustain. 

‘The phrase, new creature, is ex- 
plained by the Apostle to mean some- 
thing mere, than simply reformation 
in the external conduct: in Christ 
Jesus, neither circumcision availeth 
any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a 
new creature.  ‘xternal conduct, 
therefere, circumeision or uncircum- 
does not unite men to Christ. 
‘Phe \postle, when addressing chris- 
tians, calls them, the workmanship of 
God, created in Christ Jesus unto 

L >v this creation the re- 
rate are made to differ from the 
unregenerate 3 creation here implies 
the same change of moral character, 
which is expressed by the plirase, new 
creature. 

Avain:—The Apostle John, speak- 
ing ot those who had become the sub- 
f this change, mentions them, 
as t! 10se W he weTEe born not of blood, 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
man, but of God. ilence they 
are called the children of God, in dis- 
tinction from the unregenerate. ‘They 
do not sin habitually, for whosoever 
is born of God, doth not commit sin, 
seed remaineth in him, and he 
e. habitually.) because 
In this the chil- 
dre p of God are manifest, and the 
children of the devil. This change, 
signified by the phrase born of God, 
is in other pl: ICes a noted by the phra- 
ses, begotten of God, new-born, born 
of the Npirit, brought nigh. ‘The 
subjec ts of it are described as standing 
in a new and peculiar relation to God 
and Christ. 

2. Lhe heart ss the seat of this 
ri he noe Of character. 

The heart of man gives comples- 
ion to his whole moral character.— 
iis external conduct, is morally good 
or bad, as in one case, it proceeds trom 
a holy, or in another, trom a sinful 
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heart.— Out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh: A good man 
out of the good treasure of I his heart, 
bringeth for th good things, and an 
evil man, out of the evil treasure, 
bringeth forth evil things. It isa 
scr iptural proverb, as aman thinketh 
in his heart, so is he. ‘The intellec- 
tual facalties of men, in distinction 
from their hearts or affections, have 
no moral quality. Ifthen, regenera- 
tion be a change of moral "character, 
it must be seated in the hearts of men. 
It is called the circumcision of the 
heart. Moses, when promising in 
the name of God, spiritual blessings 
to the children of Israel, saith, the 
Lord thy God, will circumcise thine 
heart and the heart of thy seed, to 
love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and all thy soul. 
Circumcision, among the Jews, 

was the external sign of that inward 
change, which, in this passage is call- 
ed by Moses, the circumcision of the 
heart. Though the Jews received 
circumcision in the flesh, they were 
not, of course, the subjects of that in- 
ternal change. which it denoted: for 
says the Apostle, he ts not a Jew, (i.e. 
in the spiritual sense,) who is one 
eulwardiy; neither is that circum- 
cision, which is outward in the flesh, 
but heis a Jew which is one inwardly, 
and circumcision is that of the heart. 
‘This inward spiritual circumcision Is 
the same change of heart, which is 
sometimes represented by baptism. 
it is described variously: it is called 
anew heart—as in the following pas- 

sages. A new heart will I give you 
eal anew spirit will [jut w: ‘thin you, 
und I will take away th stony heart 
out of your flesh, and Iwill give you 
an heart of flesh: and—-I will give 
them a heart to know me, that Y am 
the Lord, Hen they shall be my peo- 
ple, for they shall return unto me 
with thei we ct heart. it is thie Mi adpe- 
parent, that regeneration has its seat 
in the hearts of men. 

But, i is urged by some, that sin- 

ners are deseribed as blind, deaf and 

2onorant, and on this princ iple, it is 
maint: uned. that re ENE sation. is mer 
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ly the illumination of the understand- 
ings of sinners, or the removal of their 
ignorance. ‘T’o obviate this objection, 
we will inquire in what respect the 
understanding is enlightened by re- 
generation. 

It is true, that sinners are described as 
blind, deaf, and ignorant, yet these are 
figurative expressions, pointing to the 
moral state of their souls. ‘They do 
not imply any defect in their natural 
powers of understanding, perception 
and conscience. Sinners have all the 
natural powers, both intellectual and 
bodily, which saints have. They have 
eyes, but they seenot—ears have they, 
but they hear not—understandings, 
but they understand not. ‘Their mor- 
al vision is darkened by unholy hearts. 
It is the blindness of the heart, which 
afiects their understandings and con- 
sciences, and either prevents the prop- 
er exercise of these faculties, or per- 
verts them. Satan has, perhaps, all 
the intellectual faculties he ever had, 
and for ought we know, his intellect- 
ual powers are as vigourous, as they 
ever were—yet he does not regard 
the moi ral excellence of holy beings : : 
thus itis with the unregenerate, whose 
minds are under the influence of un- 
holy afiections. ‘They discern not 
the beauty of holiness in God, or in 
his creatures. Exhibit to the under- 
standing of a sinner, all the glory ot 
_ iven, and all the moral excellence 

holy beings, and he discerns no 
sate, to excite his admiration, no 
amiableness to attract -his love. As 
soon, however, as his heart is chang- 
ed, his moral vision is restored. That 
ignorance, which results from the 
blindness his heart, is removed; 
and he at once, parrertee moral beau- 
ties im objects, which before excited 
his aversion, and which appeared as 
without form or comeliness. ‘To this 
iynorance the Apos tle points, when 
pe mrenewed men, he says, 
hey have their understandings dark- 
ened, and are alienated from the life 
of God, through the ignorance, that 
is tat them, because of the blindness of 
ther hearts. ivemains true, therefore, 
ihat regeneration is a change of heart 
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3. Hoiy affections are the effect of 
this change. 

By the phrase, holy affections, is in- 
tended every thing in the soul, which is 
conformable to the moral law. This is 
all summarily expressed by /ove—su- 
preme love to God and subordinate 
love to man. ‘hou shalt love the 
Lord, thy God, with all thy heart, 
soul, mind and strength, and thy 
neighbour as thysc/f. So soon as 
men begin to exercise this kind of 
love, they are regenerated. ‘This is 
the fruit of the ‘Holy Spirit, and 7 
gives birth to every thing in their 
conduct, which God regards with 
complacence. ‘The unregenerate man 
is supremely selfish; he neither loves 
God, nor approves of his law, but in 
all his feelings, he is directly opposed 
to the character of God,and the requir- 
ments of his law. This, we take for 
granted, in these remarks, to be the 
character of every man before regen- 
eration. Does any reader doubt the 
truth of the position? Let him eare- 
fully examine his own soul! Will he 
not find a heart opposed to God ? 
Let his affections be compared with 
the holy law, and scrutinized by its 
unalterable requirements, (and ii no 
change has been wrought in him, by 
the Spirit of God,) the dispositions of 
his soul, will be found opposed to the 
holiness of the law. The regenerate 
soul loves God; the unregencrate 
soul does not love him. flere is the 
difference between them. Recenera- 
tion is a change from hatred to love, 
from enmity to friendship, from re- 
bellion to reconciliation. lL: very per- 
son knows what it is to love an ob- 
ject, and what it is to hate an object. 
He who loves a given object, will 
manifest his love in many different 
ways; and he, who loves God more 
than any other being, will manifest 
his love. Hence regeneration lays in 
men the foundation of all the christian 
graces. ‘These are merely diferent 
exemplifications of this holy love, 
which is produced in the soul by re- 
generation. For example, penitence 
grows out of love, it being ingenuous 
forrow, for having offended the being 
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whom we love. It is therefore, mere- 
ly one of the modes in which this holy 
love is exhibited. 

This love in the soul is sometimes 
called a ew moral principle, taste, 
relish, temper, disposition, or habit 
of feeling respecting moral objects.—- 
This difference of name, however, al- 
ters not the nature of the affection: 
neither can we aflix any meaning te 
either of these names, that wiil make 
regeneration any thing more than 
what has been described. We are 
unwilling to contend about names.— 
The soul, that loves God will be sav- 
ed. Whether the holy love, which 
the regenerate have towards God, be 
called a principle in their souls, or a 
relish, or a taste, or a habit of feeling, 
it is not, in our apprehension, essen- 
tial. ‘The question of practical im- 
portance is, do welove God? Are 
we conformed to his law? ‘* Every 
one that loveth is born of God and 
knoweth God ; for God is love.” 

Regeneration, conversion, and reno- 
Vation,are terms of similar import, as 
used inthe Bible. They denote the 
change of moral character, which 1 
wrought in the children of God in this 
life, both in its commencement and 
progress. But regeneration is more 
frequently limited to the commence- 
ment of holiness inthem. ‘This limi- 
tationis of use in promoting perspicu- 
ity of thought ; yetin reality the com- 
mencement of holiness is not 
tially different from the increase of 
it—for the commenceinent consists in 
the production of holy affections, by 
the Holy Spirit, on the part of God, 
and in the exercise of this love on the 
part of man, the subject of it,—and 
the increase, consists in the continue 
ed production, and continued exercise 
oi the same kind of love. Conversion, 
renovation and sanctification, as dis- 
tincuished from regeneration, denote 
the progress of holiness in men, which 
is sometimes called continued regen- 
eration. 

Regeneration considercd as th 
commencement of a moral change @ 
man is instantancous. 

There is no connexion 
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love and hatred; the latter cannot 
produce the formers; nor the former, 
the latter. We assume the truth, 
which rests on evidence (but which 
evidence, it is unnecessary to exhibit 
in this place,) that the predominant 
aifection in any soul i is either love to 
God, or self love. Supreme revard to 
self, must produce emnity or hatred 
avainst God.“ He that is not with 
me,” says the Saviour, “is against 
me.” The moment, any one begins 
to love Christ more than himseif, that 
momené, his selfish heart is changed. 
The transition from hatred to love, 
from a supreme regard to sell, unto a 
supreme regard to Christ, is instan- 
taneous. Ex ery sinner is either ina re- 
canerate or unregcnerate state. From 
the nature of the case, it is impossi- 
ble, there should be any interincdiate 
state, in which any sinner is ever 
ound. ‘Phe change which is produc- 
ed in the sinner, like that which will 
be wrought in the slumbering dead, 
at the sound of the last trump, is ‘in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye. ? 
The first emotion of holy love, excit- 
ed inthe sinner, renders him an ob- 
ect of the Divine favour. It is an 
affection of which, he was berore, en- 
tirely destitute, and it is not only un- 
hike, but It is directly opposed Lo all 
the native affections of his soul. 

It is obvious, then, that, no modi- 
fication or cultivation of any native 
feeling, propensity or principle of the 
sinner’s soul, is regeneration. The 
supposition, that regeneration is a 
eradual change, or melioration of the 
leart, renders it, in reality, nothing 
more than the improvement of some 
moral feeling, of which the sinner 
was, before, the subject. Hence ail, 
who maintain, that it is a gradual 
change, are obliged to deny the en- 
tire depravity of the human heart, for 
it is obvious, ern afiections do not 
iend to produce holy affections—these 
are Oppose d to each other. If then, 
regeneration be a gradual improve- 
ment of the native affections of the 
haman soul, it will follow, either, that 
there is no distinction between sinand 


holiness, or that all men have by na- 
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ture some holiness. But if all mex 
have by nature, some holiness, all 
will be saved: for under the gospel, 
the least degree of holy afiection, enti- 
tles its subject to the promise ot eter- 
nal life. ‘The holy affection, mani- 
fested in giving a cup of water to one 
of the meanest of Christ’s followers, 
will receive the approbation of Christ, 
in the day of final account. The 
least of our outward actions, which 
are expressions of holy love, furnish 
evidence of our union to Christ, and 
authorize us to look forward, in hum- 


ble hope of being acknowledged by 


him, when he shall come to he glori- 


fred in his : aagnts, and admired tn alt 


dhem that believe. 
From ihe preceding remarks, we 
earn 

The error of those who repre- 
sent receneration as something dilte r- 
ent from a change of heart. Some 
consider it as merely a reformation 
in the external conduct of men. Ii 
the life of any one is tnmoral, if he in- 
dulges in this or that vice, if, indeed, 
he is notorious for his wickedness, 
and should he at leneth reform his 
external conduet—this outward retor- 
mation would be called the regenera- 
tion enjoined in the Bible. But was 
this the newtirth taught by Christ ? 
May not a thousand principles influ- 
ence men to be decent in their exter- 
al conduct, and even to break off 
jrom particuia ur vices, while at the 
same time, they have no regard for 

ia jliness ? 

Again, it follows, that baptism is 
notregeneraiion. ‘The application of 
water to the body, in this ordinance, 
Is sSiguificant o: that change or puri- 
fication of heart. which we eali regen- 
eration, and wiicu Is necessary to 
prepare men for the heavenly state. 
‘This‘application of water to the bo- 
dy does not purily the heart—neithe: 
does it show, that the heart of its sub- 


ject is certainly purific d, nor that it 


certainty will be purified. How er- 
roneous then is it to represent bap- 
tism as regeneration! L£qually erre 
neous is it to consider an adimission 
into the visible church as regenera 
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tion. An admission to the visible 
church implies, that the subject is 
baptized, and that his external con- 
duct is moral. By uniting himself to 
the church, he declares his aitach- 
ment to Christ. But is this outward 
profession, regeneration? Judas be- 
longed to the little family of Christ 5 
was he regenerated ? Probably thou- 
sands are now in hell, who once be- 
fonged to the visible ‘church. Pro- 
fession of attachment to Christ,mani- 
festly is not that holiness which he 
requires; not every one that saith 
Lord, Lord, shail enter into the king- 
dom of heaven. Christ himself, has 
clearly taught us, that many w ill, at 
last, be found numbered with his ene- 
mies, who have eaten and drunk at 
his table. ‘The parable of the te 

virgins is fraught with warning to xe 
not to substitute a standing in the vis- 
ible church, for that change of heart, 
without which we can never be ad- 
mitted to heaven. Every represen- 
tation, which does not make regener- 
ation a change of heart,is highly dan- 
gerous to the soul. A deist, who con- 
temns all revealed religion, may lead 
a moral Jife ; many, under the preach- 
ing of the gospel, like Felix, may be 
made to tremble: or, like Agrippa, 
be almost persuaded to profess at- 
tachment to Christ: or, like the stony 
ground hearers may, receive the word 
preached, with joy, and yet fail of 
heaven. Whatever zea] men manifest 
in favour of the cause of Christ, what- 
ever professions they make,and whiat- 
ever duties they may outwardly per- 
form, if they are destitute of holy 
love, if their hearts have not been 
changed, Christ does not look with 
complacency on them, and will not 
acknowledge them as his friends.— 
We would then say in kindness to 
our readers, let not these erroneous 
views prove the ruin of your souls ! 
Though your conduct is moral-thoug! 
you have been baptized—thongh you 
belong to the visible church, yet you 
may be in your sins, estranged from 
God in the affections of your souls. — 
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from inanimate matter ? 
jects of God's operation, sinners are 
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Examine your hearts, and see that 
they are right with God. 

2. From the preceding remarks, 
we learn the propriety of God’s com- 
mands to impenitent sinners. 

God commands them to make 
themselves a new heart, to repent of 
their sins, and to believe in Christ.— 
He a, them to love him with 
all the heart. ‘They have all the fac- 
ulties which are requisite to their 
loving or hating God, and they are as 
active and as free in loving, as In hat- 
ing him. Ifthe sinner in regeneration 
were rendered passive, if he were 
he ay upon as a block or stone, 

e do not perceive where would be 

che propriety of God's requiring him 
to exercise love, or forbidding him ta 
exercise hatred. But if the conscious 

activity and freedom of sinners are 
suspeuded in regeneration, if, as the 
recipients or subjects of the Spirit's in- 
fluence, they are more passive than 
before or atter, how do they differ 
As the sub- 


always passive, yet their passiveness 
in this respect, is in consistence with 
their free agency. As free, account- 
able beings, they are always active, 
and their conscious activity, and con- 
scious freedom, are lusepar able from 
their nature. Accordingly God deals 
with them, as free moral beings, ca- 
pable of loving or hating him. ‘Lhe 
change from hatred to love, which 
place at regeneration, neithes 
interferes with, nor destroys their 
moral agency. We view them as ac- 
tive in the first exercise of holy love, 
of which they become the subjects 3 
as in any subsequent exercises ; and 
as they have all the faculties, neces- 
sary to render them moral agents ; as 
they are, in the possession of these, 
naturally Ci tpable o f loving God, he 
does with propriety command them 
to love him. So long us God re- 
mains what he is, and sinners remain 
what they are, he may with proprie- 
ty say; **make you a new heart, and 
anew spirit, for why will ye die?’ 
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On the Judgment. 


Tuarv the soul of man survives the 
body, and that there is a state of ret- 
ribution beyond the grave, has been 
the belief of all nations.  ‘T'estimo- 
nies to this truth every where abound. 
Whether we look to the iuast. or tothe 
West, whether we consult the history 
of ancient, or modern times, we are 
furnished with evidence of this impor- 
tant truth. How it became so gener- 
ally received as to be incorporated as 
an article in the popular theology of 
all nations, is a question, not easily 
decided. It is certain, that Pagan na- 
tions have some idea of an overruling 
power, and whe future state. Their 
oaths, their frequent appe vals to a 
gods, their prayers, sacrifices, and ot} 
ey religious rites, evince their belief in 
an overruling Providence, and their 
tations of a state of retribution. 

The divine dispensations towards 
men inthis present lite, —the decisions 
of natural conscience, a the declara- 
tions of Scripture, teach us to expect 
a day in “the which, Ged will judge 
the world in righteousness.” 

From a slight survey of the dispen- 
sations of God to men, it Is evident, 
that. he does not in this world, treat 
them in strict accerdance with their 
moral characters. Inthe Scriptures, 
men are divided into two great class- 
es; and God is represented, as regard- 
ing each class according to its charac- 
ter. Inthis world, however. all thines 
seem to come alike to all: “there 
is one event tothe richteous and to 
the wicked, to the good, and to the 
clean and tothe unclean, to kim thiat 
sacrificeth, and to him that sacrificeth 
not.”"—We see the righteous and 


expec 
i 


wicked, alike exposed to the evils of 


lite: we see no difference in their ex- 
ternal condition, by which the former 
are distinguished from the latter, and 
we perceive not, but that, God re- 

gards them alike. Vice is even per- 
mitted to triu nph, while virtue is op- 
pressed. Often do we see the servants 
of God, exposed, on account of their 
adherence to his cause, to trie!s and 
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hardships. Often, do we see them 
suffering reproach from their fellow- 
men; and not unfrequently are they re- 
duced to eat the bread of sorrow, and te 
drink the water of affliction, while the- 
worthless and infamous are allowed 
to riot in affluence. Can we admit, 

that, God governs the world, that he 
is clothed with Almighty power, that 
he is infinitely holy, just and good— 
and shall we not believe, that he will 
be true and faithful in the administra- 
tion of the concerns of lis moral king- 
dom? Surely, if there be a God, he 
will, at some future period, adjust and 
rectify the apparent irregularities of 
his dispensations. He will reward 
the just, and take vengeance on the 
wicked. We must expect a future 
judgment. Inno other manner, can 
we reconcile the disorders and irregu- 
larities of the present life, with the 
perfections of Jehovah. ‘The infer- 

ence is then unavoidable, that there 
will be a future judgment, where all 
shall be rewarded according to their 
real characters. 

‘The decisions of natural conscience, 
also, teach us to expect this future 
judgment. God has formed in the 
constitution of man, a principle, by 
which he is enabled to pass judgment 
on himself, in view of his moral feel- 
ings. He perceives a difference he- 
tween right and wrong; he knows 
that he is under o bligation to do that, 
which he perceives is right, and he 
approves or condemns himself, accor- 
ding as he fulfils, or violates this obli- 
gation. 'Phis power of sitting in judg- 
ment on himself, of erecting a tribu- 
nal in his own breast, and of condem 
ning or approving his feelings an d 
conduct, constitutes what is generally 
termed conscience. It is not tere, 
necessary to enter upon any specula- 
tions concerning the nature of con- 
nor to examine the different 
theories, which have been tormed re- 
specting it. It is sufficient for my 
obiect, in these remarks, that al! men 
do thus sit in judgment on thems+l es, 
and decide the moral character of t reir 

It is natural for them thus 
andin view of their feehugs 
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and conduct, they necessarily feel 
pleasure or pain. We do unavoida- 
bly pass judgment on ourselves jn 
view of our most secret actions.— 
Why is this? Why condemn, or ap- 
prove of actions, which are conceale ‘dl 
from the sight of our fellow-men ? 
Why feel remorse if those actions are 
wrong? It is the apprehension, that 
(sod sees, and the secret expectation 
that he will punish, which produce 
this effect. (od therefore, has in our 
own breasts a witness in his favour. 
Hence, the Apostle Paul, when speak- 
ine of the heathen in contradistine- 
tion to those, who enjoy the Gospel, 
says—‘these having not the law, 
are a law unto themselves, which 
shewthe works of the law written in 
their hearts; their conscience also 
hearing witness, and their thoughts 
ihe mean-while accusing or else ex- 
cusing one another.” 

I pretend not, in this connection, to 
assert, that the heathen have. in fact, 
eorrect views of right and wrong, I on- 
ly aflirm, that they recognize such a 
distinction. It falls not within my 
design, shew how the conscience 
either of a Pagan or Christian may be 
defiled or perverted. Lam = concern- 
ed with the tact, simply, that the con- 
sciences of men do bind them over to 
the tribuna God. What 
the anguish oy ‘he sinner U pon 
bed? It: ‘jence 
authority, warning him, that he must 
appear at the bar of God. It canbe 
no longer overawed by power. charm- 
ed byp easure, or diverted by business. 
lt strikes at his most secret cond luct, 
and cuts off his hopes of escape irom 
the tribunal of justice. 
conscience, is more or less apparent 
in all men, at every period in lite.— 

(t made “ Tiberias pine away in an- 
zuish in the midst oi empire, and for- 
eed him to exclaim, that he was as 
miserable as the Gods could make 
him.” By the decisions of conscience, 
every person is influenced in some de- 
and if he duly reilect on these 
decisions, he must consider them as 
evidence of a future judgement. “that 
which, from the decisious of con- 
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science, and from a consideration of 
the divine dispensations, we should 
consider as probable, is made certain, 
by the revelation of God. It is de- 
clared—** God shail bring every work 
into judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good or whether it be 
evil,”—and, ** know thou, that for all 
these things, God will bring thee into 
judgment.” Of the judgment, Christ 
himself, has given a descripiio n.— 
“The Son of Man,” saith he, “shall 
come in his glory, and before him, 
shall be gathered all nations :” then 
by a familiar illustration, he teaches 
that a separation will then be made 
between the righteous and the wicked. 
The Apostle John, beholding in vis- 
ion, kas described itas the jucgment 
of ihe great day.—* And I saw,” saith 
he, “the dead, small and great, stand 
before God; and the books were open- 
ed; and another book was opened 
which is the book of life, and the 
dead were judged out of those things, 
which were written in the books ac- 
cording io their works. And the sea 
gave up the dead, which were in it, 
and death and hell delivered up the 
dead, which were in them, and they 
were judged every man according to 
their works.” ;: 

A tuture general judgment, then, is 
certain. Let us, thereiore, considei 
the universality of the judgment, and 
ihe ends tq be answered by it 

‘The universality of the judgment, 
may be contemplated in respect to the 
beings, that will be judged, and in re- 
spect to their actions. 

‘The judgment is represented in the 
Bible, as a public trial, a trial deeply 
interesting to the whole moral crea- 
tion. ‘This creation, so far as we have 
knowledge of it, is made up of holy 
beings, who have never sinned, and 
of fallen or sintul "These 
are divided into three classes, holy 
angels, fallen angels, and fallen men. 
It is a question, whether ail these 
will be judged. From the 
representations of scripture, we feel 
warranted to believe, that the different 
orders of holy angels will be present: 
and it is by some, supposed, that in 
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4 certain sense they will be judged, i.e. 
their characters will be made known, 
and they be publicly approved. Cer- 
tainly, there is nothing improbable } in 
the supposition, for it is implied in 
iheir being ministers, and attendants 
of the Judge. 

Of fallen angels, enough i is said to 
warrant the belief, that they will be 
judged. Jude speaks of them, as * re- 
served in everlasting chains, under 
darkness, unto the judgment of the 
reat day.”’—From this representa- 
ion, we infer, that they will remain 
in their present state, until the judg- 
ment; that their present state is in 
some respects, a state of retribution, 
and that at the day of judgment, they 
will be exhibited to public view, and 
he sentenced to a state of full and com- 
jlete retribution. 

The Bible most clearly teaches, 
that God will call all men into sedge 
ment. No exception Is made in re- 
spect to any individual of our race.— 
Of all the nations, tribes and kindreds 
of men, no individual soul will be ex- 
empted; no one will be overlooked. 
The judgment will extend to all men 
and it will likewise extend to all their 
actions. —** God shall bring every 
work into judgment, with every se- 
cret thing, whetber it be good or 

he ‘ther it be evil.” Every thing 1s) 
men, of a moral nature, God will bring 
into judgment. 
to be the 
‘ior every idle word, 
speak, they shall give 
in the day of judgmeut’—and again, 
‘‘there is nothing covered, that shall 
not be revealed, neither hid, that shall 
not be known.” Jt is clearly reveal- 
ed, that the character of every man 
will be made known, and that every 
man, will be rewarded or punished 
according to hischaracter. ‘The om- 
nicient Judge, knows the most secret 


hath dec lare: d, th: if 


that men shall 
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thoughts, the purposes and intents of 


every heart,and at the day of juadement, 
they will be revealed. Men will the: 

appear in their real characters. Ai 
the disguises, all the masks which they 
wear in this world, will have been torn 
eff; and they will appear in all their 
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deformity. Painful beyond descrip« 
tion, must it be to the wicked, thus to 
stand exposed in the presence of as- 
sembled worlds. Must all those ac- 
tions, those thoughts,those secret feel- 
ings, which now lie concealed from 
their fellow men, be laid open to pabe 
lic view!—They would blush, did 
their fellow-men know them now, and 
must they be known to the universe! 
Where is the sinner, who does not 
tremble in prospect of the day of final 
account? And who can anticipate, 
without trembling solicitude, the de- 
velopement of character, which will 
then be made? 

We will now inquire, what ends are 
to be answered by the general or uni- 
versal judgment. 

In pursuing this inquiry, it is neces- 
sary to keep in mind, that we are crea- 
tures of yesterday, that we cannot 
fathom the designs of the Almighty, 
ind consequently, cannot comprehend 
the divine administration in all its 
parts. While we inquire, therefore, 
concerning the ends to be answered 
by the final judgment, we must not 
expect to discover them all. We are 
unable to trace the smallest event in 
all its results, as it stands connected 
in the plan ef the divine administra- 
tion: obviously, then, we cannot men- 
tion all the ends to be answered by 
the general or oniversal judgment.— 
God has been pleased to make known 
io us, this judgment, and we are 
taught that important ends are to be 
answered byit. Some ofthese, howev- 
er. he nay not have seen fit to reveal. 

We are to contemplate those ends, 

only, which are revealed. 
‘Phe day of judgment, is represented 
in the bible, as an important era in the 
divine edniinisivation: It is represent. 
ed, as ihe completion or consumma- 
tion bf that scheme of mere Vs whic ly 
ihe bible reveals. The ends to be 
wustiwere d by i it, are immensely i impor- 
tant, both in respect to the ¢ bi rracte? 
ol God, and to the condition of crea- 
tures. Hence it will deeply interest 
tines of the whole moral erea- 
tion. ‘Po vindicate the character of 
(od. in all his dispensations towards 
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creatures, will be one great end of the 
judgment. All holy beings now love 
his character, and approve of his dis- 
pensations in respect to them; but 
fallen angels and wicked men hate his 
character, and complain of injustice 
and cruelty in his dealings w ith them. 
The children of God likewise, in this 
world, find many things mysterious in 
the dealings of Pr ovidence, which they 
expect will be made clear at the judg- 
ment. In their view, and in the view 
of all holy beings, the vindication of 
the character of God, is an end im- 
mensely inportant; this will be fully 
accomplished at the judgment. It 
will then appear, that God has been 
just and true in all his ways, and 
righteous and holy in all his dealings. 
His character as Moral G.vernour, 
will be fully illustrated, to the view of 
all moral beings. Fallen angels, and 
unpenitent men, will be compelled to 
acknowledge the justice of God in 
their own eo PrNy he holy 
character of God, will be fullv a md 
completely vindicated in all its parts, 
to the everlasting acknowledgment of 
every rational being. 

Again s—at the judgment, the des- 
tinies of all creatures will be settled 
forever. All holy beings, including 
such as never have sinned, and re- 
deemed sinners, of our race, will be 
confirmed im states of full and com- 
plete happiness. A similar confirma- 

ion will a made in respect to all un- 
holy beings. Where the righteous are, 
there will be no ‘death, nor sorrow, 
nor crying.’—Tears wil! be wiped trom 
all faces, and they shal! be forever 
with the Lord.—.\s their happiness 
will be eternal, so the punishment of 
ithe wicked shall be endless. ‘* Vheir 
worm dieth not.’ 

As the righteous and wicked, now 
form two distinct classes, so at the day 
of judgment, an open separation shall 
take place, which will continue for- 
ever. 

Again 3;—when the judgment shail 
be finished, when the destinies of ail 
creatures shall have been publicly set- 
= d beyond " os ty of change, 

then God will be all in‘all. The at- 
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tention of the whole moral creation 
will be forever fixed upon his charac. 
ter, and this, surely, will be an impors 
tant end, to be answered by the judg- 
ment. In this world, wicked men re- 
fuse to contemplate the perfections of 
God; they direct their attention to 
other objects, and manifest a hatred of 
his character: We may suppose that 
fallen spirits, are possessed of tempers, 
even more hostile to God; but afier 
the judgment, impenitent men, and 
fallen spirits will be so situated, that 
they cannot but perceive the divine 
perfections. They will forever exis! 
as a part of the moral system, and wil! 
be so connected in that system, that 
they will be constrained to perceive 
the excellence of the character of God, 
throughout eternity. On the oth- 
er hand, all holy beings will behold 
the divine perfections, wherever they 
turn theireyes. God,the great source 
of all their happiness, will be forever 
exhibiting new glories to their view. 
Even while they look into the world 
of woe, they will contemplate the ho- 
liness, justice and sovereignty of God, 


and in view of his perfections, they 


will sing—-* Alleluia, for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth.””—*uch is 
the connexion, betwen different parts 
of the moral creation, that afier the 
judgment, when the destinies of all 
the individual beings are settled, they 
will be placed in such diffe ‘ent and 
Interesting circumstances, that in the 
language of an acute divine—* they 
can never see nor contemplate each 
other, without seeing God, and feeling 
the whole weight of his infinite per- 
fections.” 

In view of the preceding remarks, 
it is an obvious reflection, that we can- 
not now form adequate conceptions of 
the solemnity and grandeur of the fi- 
nal judgment. It is app ropriatel¥ 
calle d by Jude—* the j judgme nt of the 
oreat day 3’ 3’—a day, in which, to use 
the laneuage of the Apostle Peter— 
“the heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, and the clements shail 
melt with fervent heat, the earth also, 
and the works, that are therein, 
shal! be burnt up.” 
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The belief of a future general judg- 
ment, cannot fail to interest the feel- 
ings of every reflecting reader. As 
days and weeks pass over him, he is 

dvancing nearer and nearer to the 
pe riod, when he must stand at the 
har of God, to be rewarded with life 
ever lasting, or to be sentenced to end- 
less misery. What importance then, 
eusht to be attached to the present 
life! With what weight, ought the 
certainty of a judgment, to lie on eve- 
rv mind, —what holy resolutions 
should it produce in every breast ! 
O. P.S. 


fo the Editor of the Christian Spectator 


[uAve read with considerable at- 
tention, the communication of Z.O. A. 
in your number for January. His 
Or byec if is to ex xpli un the p hrase bor 0 f 
John 3 “i 5, and * to reseue the 

from a common perversion.” 
As his view of the subject ts not. sat- 
istactory to my own mind, I bee leave 
to state my objections, through the me- 
dium of your Magazine. 

‘The your 
pondent on the common, but 
view, erroneous inferpretation of 
passage, may be classed thus :— 

[. ‘Lhe Ist. 2nd, 3d. and 7th. ob- 
Servi intended to e this 
proposition — t vO be born of wrrer, 
does not mean to be baptized with 


water 9° 


passage, 
+ 


obse rvations of corres- 
in his 


the 


itions are nroy 


water. 

i. The object of the 4th and Sth 
observations, is to show that if the 
phrase born of water, means baptism, 
then none can be saved without bap- 
ae Sm. 

Il. The 6th and 8th observations 
assert that baptism is not essential to 
the new birth. 

Concerning the truth of this last 
proposition, there can be no reasona- 
bledoubt. Your correspondent, how- 
ever, is under the impression, that 
there are some, who deny it, and with 
a benevolent desire to convince such 
persons of their errour, and to main- 
tain the truth, he has hazarded asser- 
tions, which are liable to many objec: 
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tions. The assertions, to which I re- 
fer, are the I. and Il. propositions, 
mentioned above. 

In reference to the first proposition, 
your correspondent is undoubtedly 
aware, that the common opinion of 
interpreters is against him. But we 
ought not, in this question to rest on 
the opinion of commentators, for our 
own means of judging are the same 
with theirs. 

In my own view, John iii. 5. may 
with propriety, be rendered thus— 
except a man be baptized, and be 
born of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. In sup- 
port of this interpretation, I would 
urce— 

That it agrees with the context. 
Beslan is an open profession of re- 
licgion. Nicodemus was probably one 
of the rulers that believed on Jesus, 
but loved the shag of men more 


than the praise of ( fol. See John 
“ti, 42, 43. He came to Jesus by 


nivht, actuated without doubt, by fear. 
What is more probable than that Je- 
sus should require of so timid a char- 
acter, an open profession of his reli- 
gion?’ Compare in connexion with 
this point, our Saviour’s conduct, on 
ther occasions, towards those who 
wished to become his disciples. Mat. 
Luke ix. 62. xiv. 26.— 

If any man come to me and hate not 
kis natural relations, yea, and his 
ewil fe also, he cannot be my disciple. 

2. ‘Phis interpretation comports 
with the context in another point of 
view. Laptism had been repeatedly 
mentioned in the first chapter, and it 
is sald, immediately after our Lord’s 
discourse with Nicodemus, that he 
came into the land of Judea, (that is, 
he retired from the city into the coun- 
try,) and there baptized. John iii. 
22. The controversy between some 
of John’s disciples, and the Jews, was 
on the subject of baptism. John it. 
see also, John iv. 1, 2. 

3. Baptism and the Spirit (Ivevpee ) 
are often mentioned in connexion. 

Actsi.5. John truly baptized with 
WATER, but ye shall be baptized with 
the Houy Guosr. Comp. Acts xi. 16. 
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Acts vill. 12—17. x.47. xix. 2—6. 
These passages may be consulted by 
the reader at his liesure. 

Titus iii. 5. The washing of regen- 
eration, (equivalent to the baptisin 
of repentance, Acts xiii, 24.) and re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost. 

Rom. x. 9, 10. In this passage, the 
external profession of religion, is con- 
nected with internal beliet. 

But the most important passages, 
under this head, ave those which im- 
mediately precede, in the order of the 
evangelical histery, and to which our 
Saviour may be supposed to have had 
a direct reference. Mark 1.8. I 
(John,) indeed baptize you with wr- 
TER,——but he shail baptize you with 
the Hoty Guost. Compare Mat iil. 

Luke ii. 16. John i. 26—23 

‘These passages in which baptism is 
so often associated with the Spirit, or 
divine influence, render it hichly prob- 
able in my own mind, that baptisin 
is referred to in the passage under con- 
sideration. 

4. We are now prepared to ad- 
vance one siep farther, and to explain 
the origin of the expression, fo be born 
of water and of the. Spirtt. The two 
ideas, when written out fully and ex 
pressed separ ate ly , are, to be bapes As 
with water, to be born of the Sjrrit. 
See John i. 31. 11. 6. Bot when the 
two ideas are brought into close con- 
nexion or contrast, then there Is an as- 
similation of the two expressions, to 
each other, and the verb, vs nic lh prop- 
erly belongs to only one of the nouns, 
is applied to both. Sometimes the 
verb to baptize, is thus ge con 
mon; for example, Mat. iii. 11. BAp- 
TIZE with Stes dames with the 
Holy Ghosi.—Sometimes the verb to 
be born, is made the bond of union, 
as in John, iii. 5. 

This method of compressing our 
ideas, or of reducing our expressions 
to a similarity of form, which is by 
no means uncommon, f will illustrat 
by anexample. In Luke i. 64. it is 
said of Zacharias that his :nowth was 
gpened and his tongue, and he spake. 
According to the grammatical con- 


struction, the nominative Zongwe must 


> 
7 
“¢ 
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refer to the verb was opened. But 
the expression to open the tongue 
cannot, it is believed, be elsewhere 
found in any language, with the mean- 
ing which it has in this place. The 
sense of the verse undoubtedly is, that 
Zacharia’s mouth was opened, and 
his tongue was loosed, as our transla- 
tors have very properly rendered it. 
‘There are, perhaps, more pas- 
sages in which water denotes bap- 
tism, than Z. O. A. supposes. 
kph. v. 26. That he might sancti- 


fy and cleanse it, with the washing of 


WATER by the word. 
Heb. x. 23. Having our bodies 
washed with pure WATER, let us hold 


=~ fie PROFESSION of our JSaith. 


John v. 6—8, which se 
The baptism which existed dduring 
our of pos public ministry, was a bap- 
tism of repentance, and of faith in 
the Messiah. See Acts xix. 4, &c. 
~K Saviour, in the context, Jolin iii. 
i, by using the plural number, ap- 
vhs to unite himself with John the 
Baptist. flowever this may be, it 
will not be denied, that the baptism 
then existing was a solemn and im- 
portant rite. Nicodemus was. sur- 
prised to hear that required of a Jew, 
which he thought necessary only for 
Gentiles. 

If the interpretation, which 1 
contend for, 1s adopted, the passag 
W - present no othe r difficulty, than 

hat is found in some paralle | passa 


(Tes. 
. 


Ro om. x. 9. 10. Lf thou shalt con- 


fess with h thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 


and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved. For with the 
heart man believeth unto righteous- 
ness; and with the mouth confession 
is made unto selvation. 

Mat. x. 32, 33. Whosoever shall 


. i . Ss a 
confess me dcfore men, him aoall I con- 


nm heaven. But po: Rots per “shail de- 
ny me before men, him will [ also de- 
ny before my Father which is in 
heaven. 

But the passage which is compiete- 
ly parallel to John iii. 5. is Mark xvi 
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16. Preach the gospel to every crea- 
tures he that believeth and is baptiz- 
ed, shall be saved ; but he that +, a 
eth not shall be damned. I can- 
not accede to the remark of Z. O. A. 
on this verse. An unbiassed mind, 
will, I think, readily admit that the 
two classes of persons here mentioned, 
include all who have the gespel 
preached to them and act in reference 
to it. 

We come now to the second prop- 
osition of your corre spon dent, stated 
above, namely, that if, dorn of water, 
means baptism, then none can be sav- 
ed without baptisin. 

It will be seen from what I have 
already advanced, that [ do not admit 
this inference : for 

Baptism is often used in an ex- 
tended sense. ‘Thus the baptism of 
John in some places, includes his 
whole office, instruction, and doctrine. 
See Mat. xxi. 25. Luke xx. 4. Acts 
1.22, x.37. xviit. 25. Admitting this 
acceptation of the word, to be baptiz- 
ed with water, is to profess religion, 
to become a proselyte, to receive the 
sustructions of a new teacher. 

We may argue that the opus op- 
eratum, was not esteemed of primary 
and absolute importance, from this 
fact, that the phrase is often dropped, 
after it had been introduced. ‘ihus 
baptism is mei ers in the first 
clause, Mark xvi. 16. but omitted in 
the second. Also, water is mentioned, 
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John iii. 5. but omitted iii. 6. It seems 
to have been taken for granted, that 
the ceremony would be cheerfully ob- 
served by the true followers of Christ. 
‘The passage in question may re- 
quire some modification, from the na- 
ture of the subject. Who that exam- 
ines the genius of Christianity, with a 
candid mind, can believe that its na- 
ture consists in external rites ? 
Lastly, let it be considered that the 
words were immediately addressed to 
those, who enjoyed the personal in- 
struction of our Saviour, and of course 
had the path of duty plainly pointed 
out. ‘Phe words of the text were ad- 
dressed to Nicodemus, a Jewish teach 
er, who accosted our Saviour, not in 
his own name only, but in that of oth- 
ers also. Jobn in. 2. “ Rabbi, we 
know.” —IFf literal baptism was abso- 
lutely necessary, for those who pos- 
sessed the intelligence, enjoyed the 
a dvantages, and had the convictions 
of Nic odemus, in order to final salva- 
tion, still it does not necessarily follow, 
that the rite is equally necessary for 
all in the present age, though they 
may be children in years or under- 
standing, though they may never have 
received the command respecting bap- 
tism, or may have been prevented 
from this rite, by want of opportunity, 
x by some other scruples, which we 
may easily suppose an honest and vir- 
tuous mind to indulge. A. O. 7. 
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ANiscellancans, 


To the Editor of the Christian Spectator. 
Sir, 


Tue inquiry of your correspon- 
dent, W. 3. in your first number, on 
the subject of giving publicity to acis 
of charity, have excited my surprise. 
The writer proposes for consideration, 
the following question :— 

“ How can the pare of giving 
publicity to acts of charity, by publish- 


moe the suns cont ribute lL. and the 


names of the contributors, be reconcil- 
ed with tlie following direction of 
Christ, “when thou doest alms, let 
not thy left hand know what thy right 
hand doeth; that thine alms may be 
in secret 7?” 

\W. 8. not onl» states the question, 
but goes on to answer it, designing, & 
would seem to make an impression, 
that the common practice of publish- 
inv donations, to charitable purposes, 
is unscriptural. "Lhe comstruction 
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which he gives to the direction of 
Christ, reminds me of the purpose 
‘or which scripture is often quoted, 

viz. to destroy the light and the re- 

proof of christian example. Doesa 
man pray in his family, or with the 
sick, and the afflicted,—the wicked 
are sure to reprove his conduct, 
and convict him of hypocrisy, dy say- 
ing, prayer must be in secret, not “in 
the corners of the streets.” Does he 
give liberally for the relief of the poor, 
and for the spread of the gospel, the 
sons of avarice, think to blast his rep- 
utation, by repeating, with aflected 
evavity, “when thou doest alms, let 

not thy left hand know what thy right 
hand doeth.” But as W. S. appe 

to be serious, his question As g a 
serious answer. I observe then that 

t is proper, that publicity should be 
given toacts of charity. ‘The follow- 
ing are the reasons for this answer :— 

It is the injunction of Jesus 
Christ, that the conduct of christians, 
by W hich God is eloritied, should be 
public.— Let your light so shine be- 
fore men, that they may see your good 

vorks, and olorify your + ‘ather which 
is in heaven.” Acts of charity are 
good works, and that God a be 
elorified, they must beseen. tis by 
the public ‘ation of acts of harity, tiiat 
many of the frieuds of Christ, ave now 
extensively Known, und tuat God Is 
praised and gi wihed., Tt 

ons which render it desirable, that 
an 4 friends of J SUS, should make a 
public profession of religion, make it 
proper, that their acts, which are es- 
pecially a confession of him, as the 
object of their supreme afiection, 
should be made public. 

But how are we to reconcile the 
gublication of sich food works of 
christians, with the injunctions of 
Christ, “ when thou dvest alms, let 
not thy left hand know what thy right 
hand doeth r’—It was incumbent on 
W.5.as he attempted an answer to 
che question, to show, in what manner, 
this injunction is violated by the pub- 
lications in question. If the followers 
of ¢ Jirist, are bound to contess him m 
works as well as words, it surely could 


ime red- 
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not have been his meaning in this pas- 
sage, that there should be a studied 
concealment of that part of their con- 
duet, by which he is especially glori- 
fied. If W. 38. will read the verse 
preceding the one quoted, he will find 
that it is the general scope of our Sav- 
iour’s instruction, to reprove hypocri- 
sy and ostentation, in alms deeds ; 
and not to prohibit publicity to those 
acts of faith and love, by which he is 
glorified. ‘The injunction “let not thy 
left hand know what thy right hand 
doeth,” is not to be received in its 
literal acceptation, any more than the 
injune tion “take no thought for the 
morrow.” By the same rule of in- 
terpretation, that W. S. would prove 
it uns icripteal, that acts of charity 
should be made public, he may prove 
that christians do wrong by making 
provision for themselves, or their fam- 
ies. ‘The truth is, that both these 
injunctions are addressed to the judg- 
ment and feelings of christians, and 
are designed to communicate general 
instruction. A literal construction 
would be an infringement of plain du- 
ty, in the one case, as much as in the 
other. ‘The secrecy enjoined, is man- 
ifestly in accommodation to the meta- 
phor used in the preceding verse, of 
sounding a trumpet, and means noth- 
ing more, than that the motive and 
conduct should be the opposite of 
pride and vain glory. 

That it was not the design of ous 
Saviour, to prohil vit “ civing pub licity 
fo acts of charity,” the publ ishing of 
“the sums contributed,” or of * the 
names of the contributors,” is undeni- 
ably evident from the fact, that, in all 
these things, he has left us an example. 
It is hoped that the doubts of W. 3S. 
und of all others, on the subject of giv- 
ing publicity to acts of charity, will 
be wholly removed, on reading an ine 
cident in the life of Christ, recorded 
in Mark xiv. 3—10. Here we are in- 
formed, that a certain woman, anoint- 
ed the head of Jesus, with very pre- 
cious ointment. ‘The box was estl- 
mated in value, at “three hundred 
pence.” It was a work of charity, 4 
good work, and Christ gave com 
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mandment that it should be published, 
yot “from one end of the land to the 
ether,” but “throughout the whole 
or ‘Ud. ? Our Saviour beheld with ap- 
probation, the conduct of the poor 
widow, who cast into the treasury, 
two mites, and although he did not, 
mn this case, give direction in regar d 
to the publication of her good work, 
yet those who wrote under the guid- 
ance of his Spirit, by recording it in 
the Scriptures, have secured its pub- 
lication through all the world. 

2. Another reason for giving pub- 
licity to acts of charity, is the benefit 
of those who are destitute of the tem- 
per of the gospel. Uncommon instan- 
ees of liberality, may convince such 
persons, that the followers of Jesus, 
nave a love to him, and to his cause, 
of which themselves are destitiite. 

3. Let acts of charity be published 
as an incitement to good works. The 
example of one christian, inthis way, 

often reproves the conduct of anemic 
and the reproof in many instances 
has been keenly felt. The cause of 
Christ in the world, is promoted by 
the publication of acts of charity: 
More is given, for the spread of the 
sospel. Christians are not only re- 

proved and animated by the example 
of others, but are, every month, re- 
micded of a duty which they owe to 
Christ,—that of giving a portion of 





their substance for the promotion of 


fi those who give, desire 
ihat their names, and that the sums, 

may be made public ; tae motive may 
be perfectly benevolent. "They may 
desire, in this way, to provoke to good 
works, those to whom they have giv- 
enadvicein vain. But whatever mey 
be the motives of those who contribute. 


his cause. 


or of those who publish the names of 


contributors. the effect of giving pub- 
licity to acts of charity, is unquestion- 
ably sood. The publi ‘ation of the 
good works and the charities of the 
late Mrs. Norris, has no doubt had 
a powerful influence, in the formation 
of those numerous female charitable 
Societies, which have for their object 
the diffusion of the blessings of salva- 
ton, ‘Lhe knowledge of one charit« 
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able society, has given rise to others. 
Had the charities of the British and 
foreign Bible Society, been kept se- 
cret, there is no reason to believe, 
that there would now be an Americaa 
Bible Society ; and were the officers 
of this society to neglect, in future, the 
publication of a list of donations, thei: 
treasury would soon be empty, and 
the institution forgotten. 

4, Giving publicity to acts of char- 
ity, is the easiest method of communi- 
cating intelligence to individuals, or 
to societies, that their donations have 
been received, and will be appropri- 
ated according to their wish. 

9. ‘Phe publication of donations, 
particularly for the spread of the gos- 
pel, furnishes an interesting article of 
intelligence. It is hoped that the 
I.ditor of the Christian Spectator, 
will, in this way, gratify a portion of 
lis readers, every month. A. B. 

— 


To the Editor of the Christian Spectator 


IT thank B. P. for his remarks ou 
my communication; es pecia liy as he 
appe ars Di 
sion, (perhaps tie lault was my own, ) 
which was not designed. An attenipt 
to correct b what I deem misapprehen- 
sion, if marked with the same spirit 
of kindness, which he has manilested. 
will, | trust, find a eo in your pa- 
oes. fam notaware t] hat £ attempt. 
ed,” (his expression is unqualified, ) 
“to shew that the statements of doc 
trines by the Reformers. defecte 
ive,” or that 1 made “ insinuations 
agamst Calvin and the Retormers,”’ 

yw that L proposed to you, to aim ar 
“theological eminence, by decrying 
the fathers of the reformation.” Nor 
did L expect that L should be under- 
stood to speak of what Calvin did oi 
did not say, when treating of ihe doc- 
trine of “ prede stination,”’ or that 
any other construction would be giv- 
en to the expression, “ his statements 
are not always safe from the charge 
of subverting human pipe eagense ial 
than that the y are not in this respec 

always sufficiently guarded. oes 
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sir, when I spoke of the reformers, as 
the men to whom their successors 
might be indebted, for all their im- 
provements in the science of theology, 
{ supposed that | had awarded them 
ample praise. So exalted is the opin- 
ion which | entertain of these men, 
especially ef Calvin, that Tam conti- 
dent, no eulogy of their worth, from 
B. P. or from any other of their ardent 
admirers, would fail to command my 
cordial approbation. 

The first question between 5. P. 
and myself, seems to be, * are Calvin's 
statements of the doctrine ef man’s 
insufficiency to turn to Ged, always 
safe from, (i. e. sufficiently cuarde d 
against,) the charge oF subverting hu- 
man accountability” Now if this 
doctrine be so stated, as to deny the 


freedom of the will; or if it be virtu- 


ally declared in such statements, that 


man is destitute of aff ability, what- 
soever, to perform what God has re- 
quired, J suppose, it will be conceded 
jhat the state ments are not safe from 
the charge in question. ‘Lo shew tha 
(‘alvin has thus stated the doctrine of 
human weakness, in some instances, I 
offer the followin y quotations from his 
Institutes. (Atl ns Trans. ) 

The subject of u he third ec hapt er of 
the second book, is t hus stated, ** man 
in his present st 
freedom of the will 
4 miserable mavery 

‘* Now if we are possessed of any 
ability though ever so sn nall, we should 
also have some portion of merit.”— 
V ol. I. p- 31 

“Tt is in tot to infer our posses- 
sion of ability to fultil the law, from 
God’s command to us to obey it, 
and henee it follows, that more is re- 
quired of us, than we are capable of 
performing.”’---Vol. 1. p. S44. 

The jamiliar acquaintance of B. P 
with the writings of ¢ alvin, must fur- 
nish him with many similar instances 
in which he speaks of the freedom ol 
the will, and of man’s inability. It 
ought however, to be remarked, that 
these passages are not adduced as ex- 
hibiting a just view of the sentiments 
of Calvin, but simply as examples of 
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what are deemed unguarded state- 
ments. Often, this great man, distinct 
ly recognizes the powers of moral] 
agency in men, and seems virtually ta 
admit, though he does not formally 
declare. the distinction between natur- 
al and moral inability. 

B. P. is not satisfied that the reason 
assioned for the supposed deficiency 
of some of the statements of Calvin is 
correct, viz. that the doctrine of hu- 
man accountability, was not disputed 
ground, Such howeve r, if i mistake 
not, was the fact. Calvin did not 
deny this doctrine ; much less did his 
opponents, who maintained the actu- 
al efiiciency of the powers of man to 
his conversion. ‘this Calvin denied, 
an<l shies incurred the charge of mak- 
ing void huinen accountability. This, 
he alsodenied. ‘The question there- 
fore, did not respect the matter of fact, 
whether man be accountable, but 
whether man be fully able, able in 
every sense, to turn to God. Calvia 
having this error in view, appears to 
have been less cuarded tn his counter 
staicinents, than he would have been, 
had his antagonists adopted it, asa 
part of their creed, that man is not 
ail accountable b eing, or had he fore- 
ttack of Arminius, on the 


ui 
3 
i a 


doctrine which he incnlea- 


% 
i 
4 


the ; 
minus ace uple 7 the views of 
ee on the doc tris le of UmMeli 
weakness, in the largest extent: af- 
firming that man has no ? ower What- 
ever to pe rrorin th: at wi ich is rood, 
From this rad trine, he was led to in- 
fe Y; What Calvin would not have ad- 
mitted, that divine erace was ofier- 
ed to ail, to enable them to comply 
a h the divine precepts, and that thus 
man became accountable.* Here he 
assumed sroun 1 not contested in the 
days of ( aly iit 5 ; and adopted a new 
mode of asszi! ne the doctrines of 
man’s dependence aid of efficacious 
grace, as taught by the great Refor- 
mer. Such seems to have been the 
shape and progress of this controver- 
sy; nor can I doubt that had Calvin 
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* Vid. Declar ationof Arminius and Acts 
syn. Dort, 
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en apprised of the course which it 
took, he would have so effectually 
yuarded his statements of the doc- 
trie of human insufficiency, that 
Arminius could have inferred with 
no plau sibility, the necessity of grace 


pe 


to render man ac countable, and of 


course, that he had never heme led to 
oppose those views of the operations 
of «1 ‘ace, Which Calvin so strenuously 
and “ably maintained. These views 


are derived from sone examination of 


the writings of Calvin, Arminius and 
the Acts of the Synod i of Dort. ‘Phat 
they should prove to be correct, would 
by no means, afford me the ple usure, 
whic h results from the conviction that 
>» P. and myself are of one opinion 
respecting the character of the Refor- 
mers, 2% the great doctrines which 
ihey taught. 

Permit me to add, that I filly sub- 
scribe to the “ editorial paragraph,” 
on this subject, in your first number. 
That vou will fulfil your * intention 
to maintain the ereat doctrines of the 
Reformation,’ ‘—doctrines which rest 
“onthe foundation of the apostles and 
prop! iets. Jesus € hrist hingwself. bei We 
the chief corner-stone,”’ is the ardent 
wish of yours, &c. 

PaiLALETUES. 


Eattor ot the Christian Spectator. 
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ty I Si ri t ‘ } re. Y Ss recelyve ct 
cannn attar F>..}] hel cmiernand A 
SVOll diler a Dali, Whien occurred aue 


mines a season of necuiiar Seriousness 
~ , y om ‘ * ,> 4} e 
amMmone the youin Oo! 
Sees SS eens me 
WpOn Whica a number of tnose wio 
» 44 2) : ’ : " | * b } ‘ c » ‘ . . ‘ 
were invited decimmed attendance, as 


was then SUPpos ed, (though errone- 


ee ee 
my charges and 


ay USiVe, throucn the influence and in- 


terference of their Pastor. 


§ 

Lyolte, 
€é A Sue 
° ! al 4 sa ~ > . - 4 > 
Obey the voice of holy seripture. 


re FEY 9 1 : ; 
"Take the followine for vour text, 


Jae bon A 


’ 


: “and contradict it. SHOW ii V hy. | 
‘consists the evil of that innocent 
“amusement of dancing.” 
*Ecc.in. 4. A time to we ep, and 
a time to launeh—a time to mourn 
‘and a time to dance. 
‘‘@ SRUE CHRISTIAN, BUT NO HYPOCRITE 


. 


To this note, I immediately wrote 
the following answer; which, as the 
note was anonymous, has remained 
in my possession to the present time. 
Should it find a place in your publi- 
cation, it may possibly meet the eye, 
and correct the opinions of the writer 
of the note. Pastor. 

My dear Sir, 

You request that I would preach 
from Ecc. iii. 4, L cannot comply with 
at present ; since there are some chris- 
tian duties more important than danc- 
ing, which a part of my people seem 
disposed to neglect. Whenever I 
perceive, however, that the duty of 
dancing is tog much neglected, [shail 
uot iail to raise a warning voice a- 
eainst so dangerous an omission. In 
the meantime, there are certain diff- 
culties in the text, which you com- 
mend to my notice, the selution of 
which ! should receive with gratitude 
from a * True Christian.” 

My first difficulty respects the 
time tor dancing, for although the text 
declares that there is atime to dance, 
yet when that time is, it does not de- 
termine. Now this point I wish te 
ascertain exactly, betore I preach up- 
on the subject; for it would be as 
criminal, t conclude, to dance at the 
wrongs time, as to neclect to dance at 
the right time. Ihave been able to 
satis'y myself, in some particulars, 
when it Is not ‘a time to dance.” 
We shall agree, [presume, that on the 
Sabbath day, or ata funeral, or du- 
ring tue prev valence of a pestilence, or 
ihe rocking of an earthquake, or the 
roaring of a thunderstorm, it would 
be notimetodance. If we were con- 
demned to die, and were waiting in 
prison the day of execution ,—this 


would be no time for dancing: or if 


gs 
our feet stood on a slippery place be- 
side a precipice, we should not dare 
tod ance, 

But suppose the very day to be as- 
certained ; is the whole day or only 
a part, to be devoted to this amuse- 
ment; and if a part of the day enly, 
then which part, is “the time to 
dancer? From the notoriously per 
nicious effects of “night meetings,” 
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in all ages, both upon morals and 
health, no one will pretend that the 
evening is the * time to dance ;” and 
perhaps it may be immaierial, which 
portion of the day light is devoted to 
that innocent amusement. But allow- 
ing the time to be ascertained, there 
is still an obscurity in the text. Is it 
a command to dance, or only a per- 
mission ¢ Oris it merely a declaration 
of the fact, that as men are constitut- 
ed, there is a time when all the events 
alluded to in the text, do in the Prov- 
idence of God come to pass? If the 
text be a command, is it of universa! 
obligation; and must “old men and 
maidens, young men and children,” 
dance obedience? If a permission, 
does it imply a permission also, to re- 
frain from dancing, if any are tlispos- 
ed? Or if the text be merely a decla- 
ration, that there is a time when men 
do dance. as there isa time when they 
die, then I might as well be requested 
to take the first eight verses of the 
chapter, and shew in what consists 


the evil of those innocent practice s of 


hating, and making war, and killing 
men; for which it seems, there is “a 
time,” as well as for dancing. 

There is stil another difficulty in 
the text, which just now occurs to me. 
What kind of dancing does the text 
intend: f 
no small consequence to a true chris- 
tian, to dance in a scriptural! 
as well as at the scriptural time. 

Now to avoid mistakes ona point of 
such importance, I have consulted 
every passage in the bible which 
speaks of dancing; the most impor- 
iant of which, permit me to submit to 
your inspection. 

Ex. xv. 20.—“ And Miriam the 
prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took 
a timbre] in her hand ; and ali the wo- 
men went out after her, with timbrels 
and with dances.” This was on ac- 
count of the overthrow of the heyp- 
tians inthe RedSea. Judges xi. 34. 
The daughter of Jephthah, “ came out 
io meet him with timbrels and with 
dances.” ‘This also was on account 
of a victory over the enemies of Is- 
rael. Judges xxi. 21.—The yearly 
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or It Is certainly a matter of 
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feast in Shiloh, was a feast unto the 
Lord, in which the daughters of Shi- 
loh went forth in dances. This was 
done as an act of worship. 

If. Sam. vi. 14and 20.—“ And Da- 
vid danced before the Lord with all 
his might.”-—But the irreligious Mi- 
chal **came out to meet David and 

said, how glorious was the king of Is- 
reel to-day, who uncovered himsel} 
to-day, in the eyes of the handmaids 
of his servants, as one of the vain fel- 
lows shamelessly uncovereth himself.” 

Dancing, it seems, was a sacred rite 
and usually performed by women. At 
that day, it was perverted from its sa- 
cred use, by none but vain fellows, 
destitute otshame. David vindicates 
himseli trom her irony by saving, ** it 
was before the Lord 3” admitting that 
had this not been the case, her rebuke 
would have been merited. 

I. Sam. xviii. 6.—On account of the 
victory of Saul and David over the 
Philistines, ** the women came out o! 
all the cities ot Israel singing and dan- 
cing.’ 

Ps, cxlix. 3.—** Let them praise his 
name in the dance.” Ps. xxx. 11.— 
‘Thou hast turned for me my mourn- 
ing into dancing.” The deliverance 
here spoken of was a recovery from 
sickness: and the dancing, ane xpres- 
sion of religious gratitude and joy. 

lox. xxx. 19.—** As soon as he 
came nigh unto the camp, he saw the 
calfand the dancing.”? From this if 
appears, that dancing, also, was a part 
of idol worship. 

Jer. xxx. 4.—“ Oh virgin of Israel, 
thou shalt again be adorned with thy 
iabrets, and go forth in the dances ot 
them that make merry.” This pas- 
5 the return from captivi- 
tv, and the restoration of the divine 
favour, with the consequent expres- 

sion of religions joy. 

Math. xi. 17.—We have piped un- 
to you, and ye have not danced; we 
have mourned unto you, and ye have 
not lamented.” ‘That is, neither the 
judgements nor the mercies of God, 
produce any eflect upon this incorrigi- 
ble generation. ‘They neither mourn 
wien called to mourning by his proy- 
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idence, nor re joice with the usual to- 
kens of religious joy, when his mer- 
cies de mand their gratitude. 

Luke xv. 25.—** Now his elder son 
was in the field; and as he came, and 
drew nigh to the house, he heard mu- 
sic and dancing.” The return of the 
Prodigal, was a joyful event, for which 
the grateful father, acc ording to the 
usages of the Jewish church, ‘and the 
exhortation of the Psalmist, ‘ ‘ praised 
the Lord in the dance.’ 

icecls. 11. 4.——* A time to mourn 
and a time to dance.” Sines the 
Jewish church knew nothing of danc- 
ing, except as a religious ceremo- 
ny, or as an expression of gratitude 
and praise, the text is a declaration 
that the Providence of God, some- 
times demands mourning, and some- 
time’s gladness aud gratitude. 

Math. xiv. 6.—** But when Herod’s 


birth-day was kept, the daughter of 


Hervdias danced before them, aud 
pleased Herod.” [ni this case, danc- 
ing was perverted from its original ob- 
ject, to purposes of Vanity aud osten- 
i2tion. 

Job. xxi. 7.—* Wherefore do the 
wicked live, become old, yea are 
mighty in power.” Verse 11. * They 
send for their little ones, like a flock, 
and their children dance. "They spend 
their days in wealth, and in a moment 
vo down to the orave. ‘Therefore 
ai say unto God depart from us for 
we desire not the knowledge of thy 
What is the Almighty, that 
we should serve him, and what profit 
shall we have if we pray unto him.” 
Their wealth and daneing, is assigned 
as the reason of their saying unto God, 
a and of their not 
knowledge ot his WAYS, 
and in serving him or praying to him. 

irom the preseocny notations, it 
“a sufficiently appear 

‘That dancing was a religious 
, ‘hesk of the true and also of Ido} 
aie 

‘hat it was practiced exclusive- 
iy on joyful occasions, such as nation- 
al feoniyaln or great victories. 

That it was performed 
ans ng 
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4. That it was performed usually 
in the day time, in the open air, in 
high-ways, fields or groves. 

‘That men who perverted danc- 
ing from a sacred use, to purposes of 
amusement, were deemed infamous, 

6. That no instances of dancing, are 
found upon record in the bible,in which 
the sexes united in the exercise, either 
as an act of worship or amusement. 

. ‘That there is no instance upon 
vanes of social dancing for amuse- 
meiit,e xeept that of the “vain fellows,” 
devoid of shame; of the irreligious 

families described by Job 3 w hich pro- 

duced increased impiety, and ended 
in destruction ; and of Herodias, which 
terminated in the rash vow of Herod, 
and the murder of John the Baptist. 

1 congratulate you, sir, on the as- 
sured hope which you seem to have at- 
tained, that you are a “ true christian,” 
and on the meekness and modesty, 
with which you have been able to ex- 
press it; and most sincerely do I join 
vith you in the condemnation of alk 
hypocrites. 

{ am affectionately yours. 

os 


For the Christian Spectator. 


On the instruction of the Deaf and 
Dumb. 


Nor long ago, the writer of this ar- 
ticle, visited that interesting Institu- 
tion, the Asylum for the Deaf and 
Dumb. The instruction was com- 
municated by Mr. Clerc, in signs, and 
was written down by the pupils on 
large slates, stat nding before them.— 
The lesson was the History of the 
Creation, as recorded in Genesis. So 
expressive were the signs employed, 
that even to one, who had never been 
conversant with the deaf and dumb, 
they were perfectly intelligible. The 
following introductory explanation 
will never be forgotten. By the di- 
rection of the instructor, it was writ- 
ten down ia this manner. 

God thought. 

Crod wished, ——>Gop CREATED. 

(sod spake, 

Twas delighted with the elear i> 
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lustration of that most difficult, most 


perverted, most glorious doctrine of 


revelation, viz. that God acts accor- 
ding to antecedent design, or, inscrip- 
ture language, ** according to the coun- 
cil of his own will.” A new light up- 
on this subject, seemed to break in up- 
on my own mind; and Isaid who can 
doubt of this doctrine as a universal 
principle of divine action? Who 
can for a moment, ome’ the control 
of a Being who acts, without previous 
thought, or design, to the government 
of One, who embraces all things in a 
sinele scheme dictated by infinite wis- 
dom and goodness ¢ 
I could find nothing to cavil at, in 
Clere’s doctrine, that, speaking after 
the manner of men, God thought be- 
fore he desired, desired betore he act- 
ed, and acted according to liis desire, 
in the creation of the world. And 
having made the world, according to 
the counsel of his own will, I could 
not but wonder, that he should be 
supposed by any, to have departed 
from a course so reasonable; and to 
have entered upon the government of 
the world without a purpost'or plan, 
according to which he should regulate 
the events of his administration. | 
could not but rejoice in the reflection, 
that my own being had been an ob- 
ject of thought and desive ; and a sub- 
yee t of action to one so great, SOW vise, 
and so good: that all I possessed pn 
all that I hoped for, was subject t 
the divine inspection and con cam 
and that in time and in eternity, I 
should be disposed of eecording to 
“the counsel of his will.” When I 
soleicigtaied the mute intelligence 
around me, it cheered me to think, 
that their defective organization was 
not as some would say alusus nature, 
a sport of nature, but that in giving 
them a being under exacily i} 
eurmstances, God thought an: 
and acted. os 4 the light 
of the ( FOSp el hich was beginning to 
in connection 
anes the ie hat it might be 
the power of God to their salvation, 
I was doubly cheered to retiect that 
in rearing this institution ; in bate id- 
iug instructors, so humane and able ; 
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and in collecting from so many diss 

tant places, these mute children of sor- 
row, God thought, wisied, acied ; 

and that if any a them should by 
these means be brought to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, and should 
after death find themselves in heav en, 
they would instantly and gratelully 
recur to the great truth which was 
taught them, in this first lesson 
on the bible, and give g tory to him, 
who thought upon the m in their low 
estate, desired their future well-being, 
and by his providence and grace ac 
comp lished their redemy ption. 

I attended with great interest to the 
progress of the History, while the 
‘earth rose out of chaos,” the sun 
and stars were lighted up in the heav- 
ens, the earth was adorned with ve: 
eetables, trees and fruits, and togeth- 
er with the waters of the sea, peo- 
pled with life; until a mass of clay 
rose under the plastic hand of the Cre- 
ator into the form of man, and trom 
[fis inspiration received life and in- 
mortality; until Adam * fell asleep,” 
and irom his side an embryo princi- 
ple was taken, and formed and anima- 
ted by the breath of the Almighty, te 
be the companion of man. 

My time had el. ope sed. Taking a 
pencil, LT requested Mir. Clere, in writ- 
ing, to say to his pupils for me :— 
* My dear triends—I am highly erat- 
ified with the imp ovement which yo it 
havemade. When Iam gone, I shall 
not cease to pray that you may be 
happy, and useful in this life; that 
vour hearts may be renewed, and 
your sins forgiven; and that when 
you die, you may coto heaven.” As 
Myr. Clerc expleined the sentences o1 
commendation, eve ry countenance, 
beamed with delight: as he explain- 
ed the assurance that | should remeim- 
ber them in my prayers, their counte- 
nances settled into a-cheertul solemni- 
ty; but when the swdzect of the prayer 
Was announced, every eye was filled 
with tears. The eflect on my own 
heart was powerful and sudden as the 
clectric stroke. I leit the room with 
tears, which I could not conceai: 
and with emotions, which could ne! 
be uttered, SB. ue 
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Fiebiew of Pew Publications. 


Nermons on practical suljects: By 
WiiitAM Barvass, Minister of the 
Gospel; with the correspondence 
between the Author, and the Rev. 
John Newton, late Rector of St. 
Mary, W ‘oolnoth, Lombard-street, 
London; never before published : 
anda Biog rraphical , Sketch of the 
Author pr “eficed : -—-By Peter Wil- 
son, LL. D. and Professor of Lan- 
guages in Columbia College, New 
York.—New-York ; James Fuast- 
burn & Co. 8vo. 18158. pp. 607. 


Wuen we take up an ancient Scot- 
tish work on Divinity, or indeed one 
writer at the distance of thirty vears, 
we do it with those partial feelings, 
which, ina measure, disqualify us for 
the labours of criticism. Weexpect, 
perhaps, to tind some few positions 
maintained, or rather taken for grant- 
ed, to which we should not be dispos- 
ed to accede; and we know, that all 
the rules of taste, with all the excep- 
tions to these rules will be violated ; 
but still we anticipate much that is 
good, we look for plain declarations 
of scriptural truth, for powerful ap- 
peals to the conscience, and for fervid 
descriptions of the destiny of the saint 
and of the sinner, and expect to rise 
from the perusal of our volume, ani- 
mated with the pious sentiments which 
we are sure to find, and with that ar- 
dour which ‘ thoughts that breathe, and 
words that burn,’ are sure to commu- 
nicate. 

Scotland has, at present, her Chal- 
mers, and ber Wardlaw, who, with 
some others, have formed anew school 
of theology—ne Ww, we mean, not with 
respect to the doctrines taught, but to 
the manner, of teaching. The pro- 
duction of arguments, for which these 
men are distinguished, is not, it is true, 
a novel exercise for a Scottish divine 3 
but the attractive dress, in which they 
are presented by these men,—the a- 
droit arrangement of the divisions, 
and sub-divisions, and the appear- 
“4, 


ance of the whole, when summon- 
ed to take the field, among the infidel 
and theological powers of Europe, 
is such that many a battery has been 
silenced, and many a retreat been 
sounded. By the exhibition of such 
skill, however, these men may be said 
to have lost their nationality,—they 
give us little, or no idea of the Scottish 
writers of former times, nor do they 
jurnish a fair sample of the mode of 
preaching, now prevalent in most of 
the districts of Scotland. From these 
men, we may hear the doctrines, and 
imbibe something of the spirit, of 
Knox and Erskine; but we must learn 
from others, the menner of their 
preaching. 

When we reflect that in all Protes- 
tant countries, some estimhate of the 
value of ministerial instruction, may 
be formed from the manners of the 
people, we are disposed to assign 
a high rank, to that system of in- 
struction which Scotland has, for these 
several centuries, enjoyed. Churches 
are formed in her remotest borders, 
and wherever a traveller turns, he finds 
an enlightened and virtuous commu. 
nity. ‘Phe shepherds who wandei 
upon her bleak and barren hills, are 
men of integrity; poor they are, in- 
deed, when compared with their 
Southern neighbours, but still, theirs 
is the enviable lot. With rich, and 

ennobling views of the providence and 
grace of God, they discharge the civil 
and social duties which devolve upon 
them: ; and perhaps, few nations have 
numbered among their inhabitants, a 
smaller proportion of devotees io 
vice, than Scotland. 

We are not ignorant that a different 
portraiture of Scottish manners, has 
often been presented to the public. 
i.very reader has, perhaps, in his eve, 
the caricature which Johnson has 
drawn. ‘Che idea, which this ereat 
man entertained of the Scottish char- 
acter, Was originally formed from an 
acquaintance wiih Scotchmen, in high 
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bife, or from an intercourse with those 
uatives of Scotland, who were authors 
by profession,—characters not gener- 
ally the most correct. The national 
prejudices, which he entertained, and 
the creed which he inherited, rather 
than adopted, and which rendered 
the religious opinions of the Scotch, 
wormwood and gall fo his taste, are 
what peculiarly render the te stimony 
of Jolmsen, concerning Scotland, of 
httle worth. Let us appeal to facts, 
which are in morals, what experi- 
ments are in philosophy, and learn 
the moral rank, which Scotland held 
when compared with england and 
freland. * Upon an average of nine 
years, the commmitiments for crimes, in 
proportion to the population of the 
iollowing towns, have been estimated 
vs follows :---in Manchester, one in 
140—in Londen, one in S00—in 
Ireland, one ii FoO0—and in Seot- 
land, onein 20,000! We have not at 
hand the me rifving® tats cal- 
culation; but even taking if upona 
scale muchiess favourable fo Scotland, 
what an trresistible arcument, does it 
afford tor the moral, religious, and 
mental culture of the buman race !?* 
We would not be understood, to put 
on behalf of the Seotch 
hole of thet 
aicuiated to 
of that 
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counted for, by the more ample dis- 
semination of religious knowledge, 
and by the greater purity of the sours 
ces of instruction. Why is not the 
moral distinction among Protestan¢ 
nations, to be, ina degree at least, at- 
tributed to the partial operation of the 
same causes ? 

With a favourable opinion, there- 
fore, of Scotch sermons, let us inquire 
what are their characteristics. 

Vhe mode of preaching which pre- 
vails in Scotland, is of that kind which 
is termea evangelical—it inculcates 
the doctrines of the gospel. ‘Fhe fall 
of man from a state of holiness, his 
entire destitition of the image of God, 
the necessity of a change of heart by 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, jus- 
tification and eternal Hilfe bestowed up- 
on the sinner, through thé Atonément 
made by Christ, the eternal happiness 
of the righteous, and the everlasting 
punishment of the wicked: these, 
and the doctrines connected with them, 
may be considered as the burden of 
Scottish preaching: and while duties 
are explained and enforced, salvation 
, and the necessity of an inter- 
est inthe Saviour’s righteousness, are 
more frequently held up to view.— 
‘Phe sinner is revarded as a wretched 
,and is invited home to God. 

Having mentioned the subjects up- 
en which thé teachers of religion in 
insist, we will notice the 
manner in which they teach them. 

It cannot be maintained that their 
sermons are distinguished for acute- 
ness of thought, or depth of investiga- 
tion. While they inculcate the pure 
doctrines of the gospel, and substan- 
tiate them by undeniable proofs, they 
co it in a manner, be comprehen- 
weakest capacity: When 
e train of reasoning, the 


by opacs 


‘ ! = 
Wahvcere) 


- s ite } 
Pcotana, 


ded by tne 
bya 
doctrine whieh engages the preacher's 
attoution has been established, he 
then shows his hearers, the influence 
ought to have upon thei 
and the immense interests tn 

olved in its reception, or its rejec 
tion. ‘This is net, however. the uti- 
versal mode of procedure, 'Phie prit 
Cip le of accommod lation, as 1b iS feTie 
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ed.—the practice of selecting a text, 
which contains no doctrinal prec ept, 
nor any rule of conduct, but yet of 
ynakimg it the basis of doctrinal, or 
practical remark, is much too com- 
mons; and perhaps, in no country, 
have the teachers of religion discoy- 
ered so Many types and antitypes, as 
have the ministers of Scotland. Re- 
mote allusions, also, which none but a 
Scottish audience,or one equally famil- 
iar with the bible, can understand, are 
frequently made: and their technical 
expressions, are far from being few in 
pwumber:; the invectives against the 
Papal Hierarchy, also, which the rea- 
der may sometimes find, will remind 
him that he is reading the production 
ofa sturdy Presbyterian, and that a 
* ‘otch one, while in the leneth and 
iffuseness of the composition, he will 
lise ver traces of a volubilitv, which 
may, , sane, be considered as na- 

Sich is a brief, and we are sensible, 
an impertect outline, of the mode of 
preaching, which has prevailed in 
scotland. "Phat there are exceptions 
to all cenera!l de eaepe ons. as well as 
to all general rules, our 1 eadlers neal 
rot be informed. Our opinion has 
heen formed froma aan u of volumes 
which have been long before the pub- 
ie. I. xeeptions which might be 
made to the description we have given, 
ia favour of some individuals, will not 
invalidate the cweneral statement. and 
a notice of these, is not necessary for 
uur presen objeut. 

Let us, fora moment, compare the 
mode of preaching, which has been 
described, with that of preaching 
moral duties only: of preaching these 
duties, without inferring their obliea- 
tion from the doctrines which are their 
souree, ana without pointing to the 
motives which should enforce their 
observance. “The man, who confines 
himself within the circle of these du- 
iics, may perhaps, display great pow- 
ers of mind. His nice distinctions, 
his correct ratiocination, the variety 
of his illustrations, the boldness and 
peauty of his metaphors, and the puri- 
iy afhis style, may gratify those of his 
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audience, who are persons, of taste, 
and may acquire fcr him, fame, lite, 
if at all inferior to that of Addison oi 
Johnson. 

Now when we compare with this, the 
mode of preaching which has prevail- 
ed in Scotland, we shall feel no difti- 
culty in granting, that possibly more 
talent, and unquestionably more ot 
what the world calls taste, may be 
displayed in these moral essays, than 
is required to compose a sermon upon 
the good old Scottish model. We 
deny that this is the universal fact, 
but that specimens of this moral 
preaching, may be selected, to which 
this tribute of praise, (such as it is,) 
must be paid, we are not disposed to 
ces iV. 

There is still another mode of preach- 
ing, which, in addition to the advan- 
tages of talent and taste, adds those of 
learning, but which even as friends of 
evangelical preaching, we are not un- 
willing to have broug lit into the com- 
Barison. Some men, instead ot “preach- 
ing the doctrines er the duties enjoin- 
ed in the bible, employ themselves in 
the labours of exegesis. By a know! 
edse of Oriental Hterature,—by an ac- 
qucaintance with the manners and cus- 

toms of tie ancients, with the histors 
of nations. and with all the discove 
res of modern travellers, they are en 


abled to crvatily an audience with thie 


} 
scripture, and to refer to some custona 
or event, which induced the sacred 
writers to adopt a particular phraseol 


ogy. Concealed beauties are thus dis- 
closed, and curiosity attains the objec: 


ol its VW ishe & 


Upon comparison therefore, we fing 
i 3 


that other modes of preaching may 


have more talent, or taste. or learning. 


than that which is the subject of con 


sideration. But can these advantages. 


simply, give either of these modes the 
preference? We confidently answer 

No. De our readers demand a rea 
son for such an answer ? We reques’ 
them to advert to the moral and reli 


gious eflects produced by Scottisl, 
presaning, and to inquire whethe: 
sunilar effects have crowned the le 





elucidation of difficult passages o1 






































AOR OE Ne Ta 5 ce ae ote 7 
"ke ap ee eos fe" pee 
ee eh «aba me ee, oe eo oe 


a a a a 


Pawel 
ae 
ar * 


03 
0 ert 
ae i ay 
Cg eee tee 
~* os sae 
. - . at" 
7 


ae 
AF. 


> 

; v r — ; - ‘ eberregeete che _ : Aah 99 

: ee ess ts oa = wes =~ ~ 
: TE ; — oe 2 
meameas = - OF pe | > - 

Cighiiecey. ae. Sn Se 3 : ene Sai pees ge gee 

se ae Ri ecaran a a ei ior pote ies: a ; nal 


re ae 


* 


oracptee raat 
atin Se ae 


192 Review of Barlass’ Sermons. 


bours of these who have emulated 
the fame of the British Essayists, or 
who have bowed the knee to German 
Criticism. 

The truth is, that the preaching, 
which it has been our object to de- 
scribe, and which we feel it to be an 
honour to defend, has, notwithstand- 
ing all its faults, the merit of incul- 
cating the simple Gospel; while the 
rival modes, with which we have com- 
pared it, have, notwithstanding all 
their excellencies, the fault of deserv- 
ing no ‘part or lot,’ in such a commen- 
dation. A declaration of the way 
and plan of salvation, through Jesus 
Christ, does not, necessarily, obtain a 
place in these latter modes of preach- 
ing. An audience may be informed 
how the name of David was spelled be 
fore, and after the Captivity ; how the 
yod came to be introduced, and may 
hear many Rabbinical observations, 
quoted in support of the preach- 
er’s opinion; or if a morai sub- 
ject engages the attention of the 
preacher, he may pay divine honours 
to Plato, orto Tully, and in the height 
of his ardour, inform his anditory that 
unless they observe the duty enjoined, 
‘they will go to a place which polite- 
ness forbids him to name !’ Lut on this 
most important subject, we have no 
heart for merriment. 

The men who are here the most 
eminent, may be ashamed of the grand 
peculiarities of the Christian system. 
‘The conscience of the sinner, will not 
be alarmed,—the wanderer will not 
be reclaimed, nor will the faith of the 
believer be strengthened. 

We venture to detain our readers 
still longer from the volume before us, 
and to make in this piace, those in- 
ferences which the preceding obser- 
vations will warrant. Let us observe, 
then, that it is never safe, to forin our 
estimate of the value of a sermon, by 
the talents, or taste, or learning, which 
it may exhibit; and that we should 
esteem it of little worth, unless it con- 
tain the simple, but sublime truths of 
the gospel. 

Another inference which we would 
make, is this:-—hat uf the mode of 


[ APRIL, 


preaching in Scotland, has been pro- 
ductive, in any considnoadle degree, 

of those moral and religious eflects, 

which we have attributed to its we 
may expect still greater benefits, to 
result from a mode of preaching, in 
which, the same doctrines are taught, 

but where nothing obtains a place that 
will offend the man of taste; and 
much that will command the respect, 
and excite the attention, of the man of 
learning. It has not been our inten- 
tion to undervalue talents or acquire- 

ments, in the ministers of the gospel ; 
and never would we undervalue the 
grace of God. We are aware, that 
with respect to the achievement of any 
object, we may with propriety be re- 
ferred to the record of the Prophet :-— 
* Not by might, nor by power, but by 
mv Spirit, s saith the Lord of Hosts.” 
Stull, it does not follow, that human 
efiort, is, even in the eye of God, of no 
moment. ‘ The wisdom of the serpent, 
and the harmlessness of the dove,’ 
still have their value; and talents, aus! 
learning, and taste, rightly directed, 
will not fail of their effect. Men pos- 
sessed of these, but possessed also of 
what is of infinitely more importance, 
the Spirit of Christ, are, in various 
parts of the earth, engaged in the 
prosecution of his cause. From their 
labours, the best consequences may 
be expected,—truth will be crowned 
with victory, and the flight of the ¢ ar- 
mies of the aliens,’ will show the chris- 
ian champion, that the weapons of 
his warfare, are not without their 
value. 

‘The author of the sermons before 
us, was minister of Whitehill, in the 
vicinity of Aberdeen, in Scotland. In 
consequence of ill health, he retired 
from the ministry. ‘The latter years 
of his life, he spent in the city of New- 
York, and it is stated by his hiogra- 
pher, that he “ was humble, patient, 
and submissive to the will of God, his 
heavenly Father, under a severe and 
distressing malady, with which he was 
aillicted for many years, and which at 
jast brought him to his grave.” 'That, 
which, in the title page of the volume 
is terned— a Biographical Sketch of 








re 


A Sot yee ae ‘ 
SN aT OG ake ha Ba ats Wg ac st 


5. 





eo 


; mle a & aaa RS 
alae ae Pet iA ieee lpia ee ee al : 


pasar 


1819.] 


she Author,’ is a meagre account of 
jim, contained in a few sentences.— 
he sermons, though preached in 
Scotland, were published in this 


ountr 

the excellencies and defects of 
shese sermons, alike mark them as a 
Scottish production. ‘They are, per- 
haps, more assimilated, both in matter 
and in manner, to the sermons of our 
own country, than we should natural- 
ly expect. We give extracts, from 
which our readers will learn some of 
the doctrines, they contain, and the 
manner in which they are taught. In 
the second discourse, which is from 
I. Cor. xvi. 22. the preacher ob- 


serves i— 


“ Light and darkness wiil as soon agree 
as real religion with contempt of, or enmi- 
ivto Christ. With infinite propriety ts he 
denominated the believer's all. Many pre- 
tend to much religion, and speak of their 
eternal salvation, either with great hope, 
or affected certainty, and make a great 
ficure in the church, who are altogether 
iznorant of Christ’s person, unacquainted 
with the importance and value of his death, 
ashamed of his cross, make light of his 
gospel, and neglect his great salvation — 
"hhese must be in a fatal mistake; for all 
who have nota superlative love to Christ, 
ere accursed. 

“In every period the doctrine of grace 
will meet with opposition, whithersoever 
jt is sent; and the strongest endeavours 
will be used to seduce the church: But the 
Lord has always raised up instruments to 
eounteract error, defend the truth, and 
establish his people; and his care of Zion 
will be unceasing. Corinth was pestered 
with seducers. ‘These, with the utmost 
assiduity, laboured to prevent the success 
ot the ‘gospel. They employed all their 
svt both to pervert the faith of those who 
had already believed, and prevent others 
‘rom receiving the doctrines of salvation. 
Avainst these Paul warned the Corinthian 
church with plainness and fidelity. Though 
none of Christ’s enemies ean justly be ex- 
eluded from the curse denounced in the 
iext, yet Paul seems to have had these false 
teachers, and their votavies, very perticu- 
larly in his eye, when he said—*<If any 
man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let 
him be Anathema, Maran-atha.”—pp. 35, 
35. 

‘* Love to the Lord Jesus, is the begin- 
ning, essence, and amount of true religion. 
it must, surely, be something very impor- 
iantin Christianity, the want of which, in- 
curs the awful sentence in the text. Reli- 
sion cannot begin without love to the Re- 
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deemer If all proper exercise begins in 
knowing him, he needs only to be known, 
that he may be loved! We do not mean 
that love is prior to faith, or even any oth- 
er grace, in the order of nature. When 
faith apprehends Christ, it apprehends him 
as a most lovely object, and the person be- 
lieves with the whole heart. Faith works 
by love, amd] purifies the heart. Love is 
the very amount of religion. To love the 
Lord with all the heart, is the first and 
creat commandment; and the second is 
like unto it, thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself. Love constrains to the per- 
formance of every duty, and makes the 
saint cheerfully undergo every hardship. 
All who love the Lord, hate every false 
way, and press after conformity to him in 
holiness. Loving him, they pant after 
communion with him, here and hereafter ; 
and improve every opportunity and ap- 
pointed mean. The scripture lays the 
greatest stress on love to our neighbour, 
and gives it a very distinguished place in 
the exercises and attainments of the saints. 
I Cor. xi. l—4.—*“* Though I speak with 
the tongues of men and of angels, and have 
not charity, I am become as sounding 
brass, or atinkling cymbal. And though 
Thave the gift of prophecy, and under- 
stand all:mysteries, and ali knowledge ; 
and though I have all faith, so that | could 
remove mountains, and have not charity I 
am nothing. And thongh | bestow all my 
goods to feed the poor, and though I cive 
my body to be burned, and have not char- 
ity, it profiteth me nothing. ‘And now 
abideth faith, hope, charity, but the creat- 
est of these is love.’ Love to Christ is not 
only of equal importance, but is the spring 
aud source from which love to our neigh- 
bour flows ; while, on the other hand, love 
to our brother is the surest evidence of love 
to the great Head. I John iv. 20.— Ifa 
man say, I love God, and hateth his broth- 
er, he isa har. For he that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, how can he 
love God, whom he hath not seen?’ Love 
to Christ is the great criterion by which we 
inay judge, with safety, of our liveliness 
and spirituality in every duty, and of our 
attainments in religion. The great and 
leuding question which Christ asks all who 
profess to follow him, and which they 
should ask at themselves, is that thrice put 
to Peteron amemorable occasion— Lov- 
eot thou me ?”’—pp. 40—42. 


“ This subject points out in the strongest 
liht the stupidity, blindness, and degene- 
eracy ol human nature. There can be no 
greater proof of our depravation, than to 
Le indifferent about, and enemies to such 
a lovely Saviour. We are enough ready 
to esteem what appears beautiful, lovely, 
and excellent, except in spiritual things ; 
where, instead of valuing, we have the 
greatest aversion and enmity to every thing 
truly worthy, Ouraffections cleave to the 
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dust, and spiritual objects are neglected. 
Christ himself is esteemed as a root out of 
a dry ground, without form or comeliness, 
and we see no beauty in him why he should 
be desired. We spend our labour for 
that which doth not profit, and the sure 
mercies of David are disregarded, though 
sweet, nourishing, and precious as wine 
and milk. The means of grace are a wea- 
riness, and we long for the Sabbath being 
ended, that, without the appearance of re- 
straint, we may sell and buy, and transact 
our worldly business. Things insignificant, 
and even wicked, are engaged in with heart 
satisfaction: witlethe “ ord’s word, whic . 
testifies of eternal lite and brings it near. 
neither relishes nor babieiens low is 
human nature sunk! How dread{ul is sin, 
which blinds our minds, and makes us 
call good ev#!, and evil go a | ¢ The crown 
is fallen from our head: Wo unto us that 
we have sinned !""—p. 62 


Tn the sermon from [Lwvke xxiv. 590 
—52. we are taucht, that there ts 


| 
nothine accidental in the bestowment 
of divine vrace. 


“Tt may bedruly said of all who ever 
came tothe place where Christ was dis- 
pensing his blessings, and were made s! 
Ps of his grace, a OL tI S disein} , 
they camencot by chance. They are always 
brought by the ‘d's secret and pows rtiil 
providence. and may not be notic- 
ed at the time; but if divine grace is com- 
municated, those who receive it will af- 
terward observe thattbe Lord himself led 
them. Indeed, there iS mk in hia reccidentat 
about divine grace. The PI ace. and 
measure, were all detern ews and otten 

the Lord's a idence appears almost as 
poweitul an aegis us in bring ing the 
persons unto tl ie 1eans OL divine institu- 
tion, as his grace ine seuainelas their hearts 


and gi aining ihem to seep 17. 


é ? converting grace is never bestowed 
by chance, so eve: 

is the effect of di 
sel. Where he desigi ns to hold singular 
communion with his people, or grant in- 
crease of grace, he will abrays lead them 
out himself. tiowever unobserved it may 
be in this werid, in the other, where the 
saints are remembering all the way in 
Which the Lord hath conducted them, as 
to allrich conimunicationus of grace, it will 
be remarked, he led us out as far as this 
place or that, and blessed us. oe i. Pag 


Y future communication 
vi murpose and coun- 
j 


While we are ready to commend 
ie Ellowing nassacc. we think th: 
the followiny passage, we think that 
it would be more valuable, did it con- 
tain a distinction between the compas- 
sion of Christ, for ail sinners, and the 
complacent love, which he entertains 


L 
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“This subject sets the ereatest enconr. 
agement before all gospel hearers, whethe 
they be saints or sinners. It is not foy 
noucht, that we are told that Christ went 
away in the act of blessing. It is left o: 
record to encourage us to make application 
to him: We may be assured, that he is as 
much disposed to bestow the blessing now 
as When he ascended. Ifany waters conld 
have quenched his jiove, it would have 
been extinguished before be ascended.— 
We have many proois that there is no 
change in his love since he entered into 
glory. There was none a few days after, 
when be poured out the Spirit. we 
found none, When he saw Christ ready { 
receive his soul. He appeared equi ily 
ainiable an d ready to bless, when he spake 
to Saul of Tursus, and bestowed the bies- 
sing on lim, though a blasphemer, a per. 
secutor, and injurious. John, too, in Pat- 
mos, found him equally concerned about 
his churebp and people, as when he leaned 
on his bosom at supper, or when Chiris 
Was parted irom the disciple s at Be tha- 
ny. very saint should apply for eve) 
blessing which he nee mt firmly serieniied 
that he is willing to bestow. The greatest 
sinner may appl iy with confidence, trust- 
ingto Christ's eracious declaration—* Him 
that cometh to me J willin no wise cas 
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in vain to an ascended Lord for the bles- 


sing. No, ike the publican, heve 
cried—* God be mereifel to me a sinne: 
oa Bs *- - 4 « e c ‘5 
with him have gone away justijed.”-—py. 
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wing extract, wit! 


observe that the word gowi/t. as us 
by theologians, has two different sig- 
nifications. The more common mean- 
ing ol the term, as used in Europe and 
in this country, is worad pollution.— 
In this sense, few s n> that gull 
can be transterred. Guilt is aiso useft 
to denote an exposedness to punish- 
ment, as distinguished from the sui- 
fering or pancmanent, itself; but we 
are inclined to think that to bear ini- 
gquity, means in proplhietical language, 
io bear the punishment of iniquity, 
and of course, suppose, that when the 
removal of past iniquities Is spoken 
of, it is not the Zransfer of guilt, ta- 
ken in either of these significa: 
tions, but the dransfer of }; punishment, 
that is intended. The passage 1s 
oreo: in a sermon from Mal 
chi ui LQ. 
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« He alone, by his grace w ithout us, can 

vemove the guilt of sin, aud by his grace 


ithin us the power. ‘The eflecis oi the 
vee would also be removed. These 


cur ‘ore various, both on God's part, and <n 
own. God was angry and hid his tace 


te contended, and wrote bitter things a- a- 
cainst them. He threatened judgements, 
and partly inflicted them. In a great 
measure he acted as their enemy. All 
these he would remove by turning away 
hisanger. On their part were sin and suf- 
fering. They smarted for their conduct ; 

hat they were obstinate and refused to be 
reclaimed. ‘They had inward murmurings, 
and outward wickedness. ‘They w ithhe id 
the tithes and robbed God. All these 
things would be removed by the divine 
hiessing. Theirfamine and want should 
he nomore. Their ills of doing and suffer- 
ing would cease; and Haggars words 
would be verified to them—* From this 
day will L biess you.’”’—p. 34v. 


The oceasion upon which these 
sermons were delivered, has given to 
them a peculiar character. 
them ‘ were delivered on sacramental 
occasions, and therefore treat of im- 
portant, practical and experimental 
subjects.’ The preacher was faithful 
in informing his hearers of the neces- 

sity of piety, and of the danger of sell- 


deception. 


¢ 


‘We may also see who will he wor- 
thve ommun icants at the table of the Lord 
this day. Surely not these who do not 
love him, and are accursed. That any ser- 
vice mav be acceptable, the person who 
pertorms it must first be accepted; but it 

ny man loves not Christ, he is accursed, 
and not worthy to sit down at his table. 
to such wicked persons God says— 

Vhat hast thou to do to declare my stat- 
bites, or that thou shonld ttake’ the seal 
of ‘iny covenant in thy mouth. The pass- 
over and the Lord’s super both commem- 
erate a great deliverance. It wouitd have 
appeared very strange in Pharaoh, coutin- 
ulng still in the same mind, to have cone 
end eaten the passover in an Israelite’ 
house. However euston may rendes 
ple blind or inadvertent, it is equaily ab- 
curd for a sinner. per <f ting tn his sin, and 
destitute of love tothe Lord Jesus, to sit 
down at his table. tie has no interest in 
the Saviour. or the fruits of his death. He 
las no love to his person, or finished work, 
tie isan entire strangerto his righteousness 
end grace, his spirit and salvation, and a 
enemy to them all. Ut the sinner is for 
heaven at all, it is on the plan of the coVv- 
enant of works; and what can such a per- 


con have to de with the seal of the New 


*? 


, 
% OY Ghai! 


Many of 
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«“ Those only will communicate worthi- 
ly, who love Christ above all, desire an in- 
terest in his person and righteousness, and 
can say—‘ Whiom have I in heaven but 
thee ? and there is none upon earth that I 
desire beside thee ;’ and about the cove- 

nant, the seal of which they are to receive 
with David, 2 Sain. xxii. 5—* Although my 
house be not so with God; yet he hath 
made with -me an everlasting cov enant, 
ordered in all things and sure ; for this is 
all my salvation, and all my desire.’ 

Intended communicants, and especially 
such as have the deepest concern, fully 
sensible that love to Christ is essential to a 
worthy partaking of the Lord’s supper, 
will be ready to say—+‘I have been endeav- 
ouring to look into my heart, but I cannot 
satisfy myself about being possessed of gen- 
uine love to the Redeemer: I find my 
heart so cold to him, and the power of in- 
dwelling sin so strong, that | am afraid of 


being mistaken in imegining T have any 
love atal! to that glorious Person whose 
death we are about to conrmemorate.’ 

‘ Nothing can be of more importance to 
communicants than to have this matter 
comfortably settled. You ought to do 
much in seeret, and we in public, to make 
you acquainted with your own hearts. To 
enable you to determine the great matter 
about loving or not loving Christ, we 
would beseech vou to think on the fol- 
lowing questions. 

“Do you recollect a time when you 
thought but little about Christ, and cared 
little whether you loved him or not ? Are 
matters now in some measure changed ? 
is it vour chief concern both to love him, 
and to Know that you do so? Are you ful- 
ly sensible that, separat e trom him vor 
ean do nothing, and must perish? Are you 
nersuaded that love to him is a creat privi- 
lese, as wellas a great duty? Are you im- 


presse d with the amazing greatness of his 
1 ° = ] _ ..> . 

love to sinners? And do vou think these 
the only h: ‘persons Wo are interested 


. . 2 be ¢ =. . 

in htm. eve n “WV aie »-vyou cannot claim this 
privilezve as vour own? ‘Though vou can- 
not say im express terms, that you love 


Christ, 1s it th ‘sire of your hearts that 
others may love him, and especially your 
friends and relations ? Little love as you 
nay think wou have to him, conid you ea- 


Hi 

sily part with it? Do you feel yor trselyes 
earetess and unconcerned when bis name 
Is dishonoured, his day protanec, his ordi- 
nances neglected, and his peoj le under- 
vViiued or persecuted? Winle you eaunot 
satists yourselves alot 17 the is aLILy of your 

t, do you otten look into your 


nrove tt that prin- 
i 


pearts, ana e@xai ne and i 


earl } +} +! 2 _ ra al best, > meer 
Cipre De il; Twem >? Are you abselutely sura@ 
fheot » thiter) wwrtah a} . ‘ } {parnalie 
mat OU thle IMiteh avout, and tremor 
‘ lane@ar re ees =. | sol 

ul the canger of not lov pe Christ’ And 


do these Words sonnd like thunder in your 
ears— ffany man love not the Lord Je- 
~ Cirist let hi] ii} be Vratluehl ts Vial ail 


Cy > 


















































196 


Upon these sacramental occasions, 
the preacher also brought into view, 
the necessity of discipline, to the pros- 
perity of a church. 


‘¢ [t also implies, that so far as these who 
love not Christ, discover their true char- 
acter by outward apostasy from, or direct 
opposition to Him, or his cause. instead of 
being cherished tn the bosom of the church, 
they ‘ought to be looked upon by her as ex- 
ecrable and detestable, as the word anath- 
ema literally signifies. It is a long time 
since Balaam said, how shall I curse whom 
God hath blessed? ‘The church may with 
great propriety invert the question, and 
ask, how shall | with my sol- 
emn privileges, such as God evidently cur- 
ses? There is nothing that can be more 
ruining to the chu ich than to retain in her 
bosom, and neither censure nor exclude, 
the known and avowed enemies of Christ, 
and his precious doctrines. We have the 
spirit and temper of Paul < on this head, ex- 
pressed in the most forcible manner. tothe 
Galatians, chap. i. 8, %, ‘But though we, 

or an angel irom heave “ preach any other 
LOS pel unto you, than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. 
As we said before, so say I now again, if 
any man preach any other gospel unto you, 
than that ye have received, let him be ac- 
cursed.’ There he expresse s his 


bless, most 


creat 
veal tor the gospel, and the danger which 

the Galatians incurred by listening to, a 
tnduleing among them, the inveterate en- 
emies of the cross of our Lord Jesus, and 
niente by his imputed righteousness. 
Such enemies ought to be excluded from 
her communion with @ view salretion 
of the soul in thre diy of the Lord. Zion 
ought to aim at keeping all Christ's ordi- 
pances pnre and entire. should ‘not 
the children’s But all 
is ought to be used with them to ac- 
quaint them with their true 
the loss they Beat by not being in com- 
munion, and their great danger it they 
admitted in their present condi- 


—pp. 58, 59. 


to AE 


and 


. } 4 Se , 
ecive bread LO GOES. 
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situation, 


were 
Lion. 


We shall not make particular re- 
marks Upo! nthe style ofth 
extracts which we 


readers to 


-sermons. 
will en- 


ry} ion 
( p! i] 


th 
‘The rive, 
form an 
respecting it. “The author 
ally reminds us of the char: 
manner of the Scotch write: 
, we give a specimen :—*' 
7 ac s too. who have tie 
the matter in them, we see the danger 
of temptation. David got hi 
broke.’? Scottish idioms occasional- 
iy occur, but not so frequent!y as to 
cbscure the meaning. 


able our 


oOccasione- 


“ bo 1/2 § 
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root of 


Sermons. [ Aprer., 

We can very cheerfully recommend 
this volume of sermons as one which 
is calculated to excite and cherish a 
spirit of piety. ‘To do this, was we 
think, the object nearest the author’s 
heart, and in saying that, we think 
his benevolent intention, not feebly 


seconded by the eflorts of his pen, we 


feel that we are paying him, but a just 
tribute of praise. 

With one more extract from the 
sermons, we take our leave of them. 
We give the concluding remarks of 
the sermon from Zechariah iv. 7. 


‘‘Tt now remains to make some appli 
tion; and, 

‘i. We have the highest security ‘! 
all oy ppos sition to the Lord’s WORK, \ \ nether 
outw Sy or inward, wiil be i Invain. J 
greatest moun‘ain shall be a plain. 

Lord hath said it. He has sworn it. 

has given many proofs ot it. Heave 
earth may pass away, but his work 
prosper. The stars have fought again 
his enemies, and the sun has stood still 
that his people might be aven thei 
foes. Zion hill can never be moved. Je- 
rusalem shallcontinue. The election shal! 
obtain. Sin shall not have dominion.— 
The God oft peace shall bruise Satan.—- 
Though hisenemiesshou!d prevail for a sea- 
son, they shall fall. Christ shall reign ti! 
they be made his tootstool. Godisableto 
bringthem down. His clory is concerned 
While grace is tn bis hea 
be bole st, 
have, 


a 
ced ot 


ri, tis people siete 


t 
aud his work shall prosper We 


wavy in 


The which eniliv s 
ean be saved. By grace they are save 
This is the only way, and it is open to 
The least sinner can on/y be saved by 
grace: and grace can 
sinners, 

All are invited in the 
thet cometh. grace will receive, yl Chri: 
will not east off. All who follow an oppo- 

instead of ath ling, are pulling 

ie Lord's te mpl No metiod ot 
- dishonouring to Chiri- 
or ruining to sinners. than free will Oi 
goo. These are diametrically 
posite to grace, and inimical int 
scree, Crrace opens a door of ho 
hie i of sinners. If it should be o- 
‘ that erace only saves them who 
ive it when offered, and believe when 
thes ; but T have long trample -doonit 
and refused it: it should be remembered 
tliat it isthe nature and glory of Grace, not 
‘ 


suve the chiel oi 


g£ospe I. Him 


a 
7 | 


pos tion iS more 


works. Ope 
= : 
| ie micii- 
‘ } 
@si 
to the ¢ 


: , 
rmecrled, 


hear 


Oo pardon sins only, but every sil.— 
The irist cleanseth from all sin, 
and some sinners of ever \ des ‘ription will 

at lest] ain in shonting, grace, grace. 
é S* fhe reason wiy sinners under the 


sone 


blood of C! 
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egspel perish. It is not that grace cannot 
save them, for it is almighty. [tis not that 
it willuot save them, for then it would cease 
to be grace. It is not that others are pre- 
ferved ; were this the reason, grace would 
he no more tree. [t is not be cause er ace 
sont of their reach; it is brought near in 
the gospel. They do not perish because 
they are not invited; the Savioer in his 
race says, look unto me, all ye ends of the 
aah th, ai + be ye save d. tt is not because 
they have ground to doubt about the sin- 
cerity of the offer. We cannot hesitate 
moment about the sincerity of him oc 
i4id down his life, and beseeches sinners 
to be reconciled. But gospel hearers pe r’- 
ich because they wilfully neglect and « 
pise salval fion by free grace. Now as rel 
as formerly Christ has reason for the com- 
plain — Ye will not eome to me, that ye 
might have lite.” What can sinne 1s - obje ct 
to this method of salvation? It gives God 
,and saves thesinner. How can 
vou escape if youncglect so great salva- 
tion? Consider. Be wise. Now is the 
eccepted time. Receive not the grace of 
frodin vain. Youare calied; Christ now 
waits for your answer. Ina little while you 
must appear before him to receive your 
aenience and doom. 


the eloryv 


Think on eternity. 
“ompare the terments of hell with the ex- 
errise and enjoyments of heaven. ‘Those 

10 perish have nothing but weeping, 
valling, and gnashing of teeth: but the 
sainis will eternaliy enjoy God, and praise 
his oTace. 

66 ‘In fine, from this subject believers may 

fo } 


Tea ei) hen they are most meet for heaven, 
and lave the best evidence that they shail 
he brought into the palace of the King. It 
IB Wee i. the. y are most €m } 1O% ie at adoring 


Weere fitted 


wna A440 niring y Div ie yrace. 


anit qi ialified for t} mjoyme ni and exer- 
eises of the redeemed above in i "{ port on 


ty currec eiving and Iniproy ing e Lord's 


grace below. In heaven the os will be 
swallowed up in eternal admiration of Di- 
vine grace. We should not be siothtul, 
but followers of them, who through faith 


‘nd patience inherit the promises. If the 
Lord’s people would form any just con- 
epUons of the exercise and employ of 


be 
heaven, they should reflect on those sea- 
is When they were admitted to the great- 
est nearness and familiarity to God. ‘Then, 
abstracted trom the world, sovereign and 
iree grace oceupied their attention, im- 
pressed their minds, and ravished their 
heart. Believing the promises, and invig- 
crated to see their names in the Lamb's 
LOOK Of life, pouring out their hearts to 
frod, and tasting the comforts of the Holy 
Ghost, they have been filled with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory. These are 
their best seasons and sweetest enjoy- 
ments. They are the gate of heaven, but 
inconceivably short of future glory. Heav- 
enw ill be a great surprise to all who reach 


Aijler all they have heard and enjoyed, 
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they will find their ideas have been low, 
disproportionate, and inadequate; and 
that heaven has been indeed within the 
vail! Courage, O believer, your wartare 
will be accomplished. Your trials will be 
ended. Your enemies will be conquered, 
and you will be crowned. You shall ob- 
tain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. Heaven will com- 
pen sate all your troubles. Grace will save 
you, and you shall praise grace. Christ 
will bring forth the head-stone, and then, 
i) conjunction with all the redeemed, to 
eternity, vou will shout and sing Gracr, 
GRACE UNTO 1T!!"—pp. 514—517. 


In some future number, we shall 
call the attention of our readers to the 
correspondence between the Author 
of these sermons, and the Rev. John 
Newion, 





LIFE OF RICHARD WATSON, 

(Concluded from page 153.) 

IN the great political measures, 
which agitated the British nation, 
Bishop Watson was ever interested 5 
and by his tongue, and his pen, he 
supported his favourite opinions. In 
manv of them, we mark an honoura- 
ble Itberalitv : and his intrepidity in 
their avowal before the Parliament, 
or the monarch, while it prevented 
his translation to a wealilier and 
more poweriul bishopric, assured hing 
of the respect of his enemies. heii 
neglect, however, appears to have 
most unhappily irritated his mind. 
We tind hima constantly complaining, 
that because he was not a creature oi 
the court, “a mean-spirited time-serv- 
ing bishop,” the ministry, and the 
King, passed him ia silence; and pro- 
moted others, of inferiour merit, to 
the dionities of the Church. In 1809, 
Bishop W. was attacked by a sligliy 
paralysis: and after this period he 
confined himself almest exclusively 
to his seat in Westmoreland. The 
brief notice of his death we give, ir 
the words of his son: 


“From this period the health of the 
Bishop of Landaff rapidly declined ; bodi- 
ly exertion became extremely irksome ta 
him; and though his mental faculties con- 
tinued u: impaired, yet he cautiously re- 
trained from every species of literary com- 
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position. The example of the Archbishop 
of Toledo was often before him, and the 
determination, as frequently expressed, 
that his own prudence should exempt him 
from the admonition of a Gil Blas. 

** He expired on the dth of July, 1816, in 
the 79th year of his age; illustrating in 
death the truth of his favourite rale of con- 
duct through life ; “Keep innoceney, and 
take heed unto the thing that is right, tor 
that shall bring a man peace at the last.’— 
p. 456. 

The character of the Bishop of 
Landaff was marked by features of an 
uncommon and decisive nature. As 
a scholar; a bishop; and a man; 
his works, aud his life, present us 
with forcible illustrations of the truth 
of this assertion. 

From the earlier periods of his ac- 
ademic life, tl his death, the respect 
pad to him by great numbers of his 
countrymen, evinces his literary and 
scientific reputation. The extent and 
diversity of his attainments, bis thirst 
for knowledge, and his perseverance 
in its acquisition, are recorded by his 
works in explicit characters. — His 
Chemical Essays, his replics to Gib- 
bon and Paine, and his Parliamentary 
efforts, are impressed by the same 
seal, the stamp of a capacious and 
vigourous mind. 

We cannot approve of the charac- 
tey of Bishop Watson, as a prelate. 
That blamelessness, which should 
characterize every minister of the 
Gospel, as a steward of God, consists 
not in external morality: or in a /egal 
compliance with the requisitions of 
his office. ‘The high duties which ne- 
cessarily rest upon the diguitaries of 
a church, constituted as that of [Ene- 
land, can be discharged only by dis- 
tinguished energy, and love of relig- 
ion. Where zeal for the truth ts 
united to superiour ability in its de- 
fence, where the wish for promotion 
springs solely from a desire of more 
extensive usefulness, and where the 
applause of men is esteemed nothing, 
if secured by neglect or desertion of 
duty; the prelate and his diocess 
may well rejoice in their mutual rela- 
tions. But how melancholy the re- 
verse: and we fear that the reverse 
was true of Bishop Watson. Were 


| Aprit, 


his talents and = acqnisitions—tal- 
ents and acquisitions of no com, 
mon order, consecrated to the hon- 
our of his Maker? Or was the 
energy of his mind wasted in perpet- 
ual solicitude for the measures of goy- 
erument, and his personal elevation ? 
Did the mitre afford him = greater 
facilities for benefiting the Church ; 
and were those means to be neglect- 
ed? Let us not be misunderstood, 
Ve would not undervalue his intre. 
pid defence of the truth against her 
assailants ; nor would we censure his 
solicitude for the interests of his coun- 
trv, a solicitude felt by every good 
man. But we would censure that 
thirst for ecclesiastical preferment, 
and that attachment to the politics of 
Great Britain; which appear to have 
been the dominant principles of his 
fife. Of the thirty-four years during 
which he was Bishop of Landali, 
twenty-nine were spent in Westmore- 
land, and, as has already been observ- 
ed, near two hundred miles from his 
diocess. At this remote residence, 
the religious interests of his charge 
appear but little io have oceupied his 
thoughts : and his esiate, his scientif- 
ic pursuits, his political concerns, any 
thing but his diocess called forth his 
efforts, and engaged his affections. 
When he had thus forsaken his duty, 
vho could have expected, or desired, 
that promotion should reward the 
man, however distinguished by intel- 
lectual superiority, to whom the con- 
cerns of his bishopric were but of sec- 
oudary Importance. 

Asaman, Bishop Watson was em 
inent for perseverance of effort. ‘This 
quality, indispensable to distinction 
and usefulness in every station, was, 
in him, conspicuous from his youth 
till his death. In the prosecution of 
whatever favourite object; whether 
the acquisition of literary celebrity, 
the accomplishment of political de- 
signs, or the pursuits of agriculture, 
no discouragement prevented lis ex- 
ertions. The opposition of rank, 04 
wealth, of ministerial influence, could 
repeatedly frustrate his purposes, but 
could not shake his resolution. CO! 
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these remarks his persistance in his 
endeavours to secure the adoption of 
one of his favourite schemes, a reform 
in the state of the Ecclesiastical reve- 
nues, is a striking example. Although 
his mitred brethren, and the ministry, 
yesisted its accomplishme nt: his ef- 
forts were, perhaps, undiminishe ‘d, un- 
til convinced that he could not suc- 
ceed, 

Independence of mind was pecul- 
tarly attributable to Bishop Watson. 
Our remarks upon this trait of his 
eharacter, we have necessarily, some- 
what anticipated, in the preceding 
paragraph. "Phe Bishop’s theological 
and political sentiments were not 
originated, or controlled by any pare 
ty. Whatever we may think of his 
principles, and we shall ‘allude to them 
before the close of this article: we 
cannot but respect that manly sys- 
tem of thought, and of action, which 
he adopted. Although courted by 
the ministry, and perhaps. satisfi- 
ed, that the object of his desires, ad- 
vancement in the church, would com- 
pensate him for his espousal of their 
cause; he seems, uniformly, to have 
proclaimed his sentiments, without 
regarding the consequences of their 
avowal. Of this we give an extraor- 
dinary example : 

“Though levee-conversations are but 
silly things in themselves, and the silltest 
of all possible things when repeated, yet l 
nist mention w hat happened ta my self at 
the King’s levee, in November, 1787. | 
was standing next to a Venetian noble- 
man; the King was conversing with him 
about the republic of Venice, and hastily 


turnin: g tome, said, ‘There now, you hear 


What he says of a republic.’ My answer 
Was, ‘Sir, i look upon a re ‘publi ic to be one 
of the worst forms of eovernment. The 


King gavenrre. as he thought, another blow 
about a republic. f answered, that teould 
not live vader a republic. His Majesty 
stil] pursue, fthe subject; LT thonght myselt 
insulted, and firmly said, ¢ Sir, I look pon 
tue tyranny of any one man to be an intol- 

erable evil, and upon the tyranny of an 
hondred to be an hundred times as Lag-eal ao 
The King went off. His Majesty, | doubt 
riot, hac given credit to the calummnies 
which the court-inseets had buzzed into his 
Pals, of my ooh ‘ing atavourer of republican 
rrinciples, because | was known to be a 
‘tpporter of revolution principles, and 
” ig please in igitiug me see what he 
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thought of me. This was not quite fair in 
the King, especially as there is not a word 
in any of my writings in favour ofa repub- 
lic, and as I had desired Lord Shelburne, 
betore L accepted the bishopric, to assure 
His Majesty ot my supreme veneration for 
the constitution. If he thought that in 
giving such assurance, I stooped to tell a 
lie for the sake of a bis hopric, His Majesty 
formed an erroneous opinion of my princi- 
ples.” -——pp. 162, 163. 


But our approbation ts not unqual+ 
ified. While the Bishop fearlessly 
published his opinions, we mark a 
pertinacity and pride in his conduct, 
which demande xplici itcensure. W hen 
the Archbishop of Canterbury had 
disapproved of one of his sermons, 
Bishop Watson addressed to him a 
letter, in vindication of his sentiments. 
The tollowing is his own comment : 


‘‘ This letter was not at all calculated to 
promote a good understanding between 
the Archbishop and myself: but I was ve- 
ry indifferent about it, and I never after- 
wards troubled myse lf with him ; for I] had 
no opinion of his ‘abilities, and he was so 
wife-ridden I had no opinion of his poli- 
tics.” me ‘ Ol. 


Ona similar occasion, when the 
Primates of Canterbury and York 
had not approved of his collection of 
Theological ‘Tracts, we find these ob- 
servations : 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, to whom 
I sent a set, had a ver the rood manners 
to acknowledge the receipt of the present, 
and the Archbis shop of York objected to the 
collection being given by the associates of 
Dean Bray, to a young - divine who was ¢O- 
ing out as chaj dain to a nobleman in Can- 
ada. L was not at all mortified by this con- 
duct of thé two Archbishops, for | had but 
a poor Opinion of the theological knowl- 
edge of either of Their Graces.”’-—p. 1165. 


Throughout the Biography, in- 
deed, we find unequivocal indications 
of unbending, but wounded pride. 
The prete rment of his younger breth- 
ren alilieted him; not because they 
were less evangelical and excellent ; 
but because they were men of inferi- 
or talents and reputation, and the 
preicrence, manifested in their favour, 
was a mark of ministerial and roya} 
disapprobation. Jlow unlike that or- 
nament of aingek and quict spirit, 
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which adorned the human nature of 


the great Head of the Church! 

We would also notice that liberality 
of sentiment, which, in many respects, 
was honourable to Bishop Watson. 
He feared not an analysis of his own 

pinions; and he did not discounte- 
hance a spirit of fair and manly opposi- 
tion in those who cherished dillerent 
tenets. Respecting the dissenters, so 


large and respectable a portion of 


the British population, his views were 
peculiarly catholic. From the im- 
portance of the subject. we give in his 
own words, his reflections on the in- 
justice and impolicy of the ‘Lest, and 
Corporation Acts. 


‘There appear to me but two reasons 
for exclu rere any honest man from eligibil- 
ity to public office,—-want of capacity to 
serve the office, and want of attachment to 
the civil constitution of the country. That 
the Dissenters want capacity, will not be 
asserted; that they want attachment to 
the civil constitution of the country, is as- 
sevted by many, but proved by none. On 

this point the whole ee on turns. If 
the Dissenters have secret views of ander- 
ining the eivil bet oe eg of introdue- 
mea republican form of government in 
the ph rcceot that whieh, nolwithstanding 
tts dicfects, we at ypily njo V; 
the Tost Act aled: 
end if they have no sneh views, 
nance IS al oppression. 
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least it proves) that they he 
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Dissent Revolution, nay 
‘es (to me 
ive no such 


Dissenters are nm it hye t Pore a nor 
Renubiicans, but friends to the principles 
Revolutik mn. Notwithst: widine 
viruience of Myr. Burke’s tnvective 
him. I give pias credit to what Dr 
has sal { of himse He and the Disseite 
im the ite tas eet frome his Serm 
preached April, 1787, before the support- 
ers oi a new acacemical institulion among 
Protestant Dissenters :—- 1 cannot help 
taking this ortuni ty to remoy very 
rol tndless suspicion with respect ’ ) my- 
self, by adding, that so faram ? troin pre- 
ferring a coverament purely republican, 
thas IT look upon our own constitution of 
rvernment as better bad pore than any 
conntry, and in theory excel- 
‘e said in theory, for 
"the increase 


my 
* Tne 


of the 


Opps 


lm CONse- 


ot corru ption, and 
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the miserable inadequateness of our repre- 
sentation, it is chiefly the theory and form 
of our constitution that we possess ; and 
this IT reckon our first, ¢ and worst, and 
st grievance. What I say of myselt 
I believe to be true of the whole body of 
British sub} jects among Protestant Dissen- 
ters. I know not ove among them who 
would not tremble at the thought of chang- 
ing into a democraey our mixed form of 
government, or who has any other wish 
with respect to od than to restore it to pu- 
rity and vigour, by removing the defects in 
our repre: and establishing that 
independence of the three states on one 
another, in w hich | ifs essence consists,’ 

“ But it may be suid that I have not stat- 
ed the question, ines much as the 
Dissent nies to the Church-es- 
tal bhi umeni, and that the State is so allied 
to the Chureb, that he who is uatriendly to 
the o r epsion of both 
lthink this ressonit rot inst: a man 
may certai ve in an ee 
elesiastical ut wishing 
for a clan; vtion of a 
country. » Episcopalian, instance, 
may wish to se hed 1 
Scotiand, wither 
come a repnblie 
Epis may be es} 

American states, witnen 

monarchy may be estab} 

them. ‘The protection of lie, libert 
property, ts not inseparably, or exrcins 
connected with any particulas 
chureh-government. The blessi: 

il society 


go creat: 


. 
~ 4 . 
“ALAaMOR, 


3 
Wi ofe 


copacy 


depend upon the pro 


tion of good laws. and upon the C 
but no ene will 
thaf the laws 
not He 
scotland, under a Presbytert 
in England or France, under an 
Episcopal torm of church-government. 
But itis thought that. fest 
Corportion Aets repealed, the Dissenter: 
would get a footing in f the bor 
oughs returning mi » parliament 
The Dissenters have, at pre: oa 5 a consid 
le influence in many boroughs; bit 
is little probab lity thet , were all ie 
; their eligi hility , 10 pubhie 
ofiicees removed, they would ¢ ver be able 
to overcome the influence of cnueiatietl, 
tle influence of the aristocracy, and the 
influence ot the Chare!, in the majority 0: 
the boronehs in this kinedom. 
mitting so very imp eee an oecurence 
to take place, what then? Why then 2 
majority of the boroughs would return [)ts- 
senters to sit in parbainent. 
ave allowed to sit in parliament at present 
the danger, then, such as it is, arises not 
from dissenters having seats in Lis iviiamme it, 
butirom the number ot dissenting metaeers 
beime in But that eg 
+; tj eryeiye rs shouldever be so tarin 


agissenting m 
Créeased as (tO cCOn=tilute a bhi 


als ot the people : 


to prove, and more 


As eootd in ‘. 


wet! ra the 
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smibers ft 


obstacles to 
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House of Commons is to me quite an im- 
probable circumstance; L think it a far 
more likely event that, all restraints being 
removed, the Dissenters will inse nsibly be- 
come Churchmen. Suppose, however, 
even that improbable circumstance to take 


place, and that a majority of the House of 


Commons has ceased to be Churchmen— 
what then ? Why then the House of Com- 
mons may present to the House of Lords 


a Bill for changing the constitution of 


the Church of England into that of the 
Chareh of Scotland. Be itso—what then 
Whv then the House of Commons will 
compel the House of Lords to agree to such 
a Bill: this does not follow: I know not 
any legal or probable means of affecting 
such a compulsion ; but for the sake of 
coming to a conclusion, let it be admitted 
that, at some ee — of which no 
man can form a reasonable conjecture, the 
House of Lords would, by coinpulsion, or 
choice, agree with the House of Com- 
mons, and that the King would agree with 
them both in establishing Presbytery in the 
room of Episcopacy—what then? Why 


then the present iorm of the Church ot 


England would be changed into another! 
And is this all ?—{ his the cata trophe ot 18) 


many tragical torbodings—this the issue of 


s0 many linprobable contingeneies—this 


the result of so much unchrisiian conten- 
tion—this a cause for continuing distine- 
tions by whieh the persons and properties 
of peaceful citizens are exposed to the fiery 
zeal of a senseless rabble r-—A great Prot- 
estant nation does not return to Pepery— 
a great Christian nation does not aposta- 
tise to Pavanism, or Mahometanism ; it 
stuiply adopts an ecclesiastical coustilution 
different from what it had before. What 
is becsnget 1 this to alarm any man who tib- 
erally thinks with the late Dr. Powell, that 
rte ‘re is nothing in the regimen of the 
Church of Eng land, or in that of the 
"> 

t 

4 


lureh of | Scotland, mephenet either to 
re natural rights of man, or tothe word of 
od :-—BPeelesiastict reg ales wd Anglia et 
in Scotia constiluli, neulra forma, aut suri 
hominum naturali aut verbo Tis reps | 


pp 216, 219. 


rpae. _ 


While noticing the Jiberali tv. of 


Bishop Watson, towards his dissent- 
ing brethren, our readers will permit 
us to present them with other eviden- 
ces of his catholic spinit. We erye 
Extracts trom his works. [na letter 
addre ‘ssed to the Arehbi hop of Can- 
terbury, he obseryes—-"* |] have lone 
considered the clerey, who are cis- 
persed through the kinedor, as a lit- 
tle leaven. preserving, from extreme 
corruption, the whole mass: and u he 
creat kindness and respeet, with which 
the whole order is treated by the best 


i - . 
aud most ealightened part ef tue Lai- 
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ty, is a proof that they consider them 
inthe same light. Your Grace’s can- 
deur and moderation will excuse me, 
if in this commendation, I include the 
Dissenting Clergy, whom I cannot 
look upon as inferior to the Clergy 
of the Establishment, either in learn- 
ing or morals,’”* 
in his preface to a “ Collection of 
Theological Fray, ” Bishep Wat- 
son observes ;—“ Che Books and 
Tracts, which I oa here printed, 
are all of them so well known, that 
there is little need to give a long ac- 
count of any of them. ‘Thave chosen 
them out of a great variety, which sug- 
cested themselves to my mind; but ‘Ty 
have no expectation that every one 
should be pleased with the choice 
which I have made. I once knew a 
divine of the Church of England, of 
great eminence in it, and deservedly 
esteemed a good scholar, who having 
accidentally taken up, in a friend’s a- 
partment, a book written by a Dissen- 
ter, hastily laid it down again, declar- 
ing, that ‘he never read dissenting 
Divinity. I ought to apologize to 
men of this gentleman’s opinion, for 
having made so much use of the works 
of the Dissenters in this collection ; 
but the truth is, I did not at all con- 
sider the quarter from whence the 
matter was taken, but whether it was 
good, and suited to my purpose 5 it 
Was a circumstance of utter indifler- 
ence to me, whether it was of Pad, 
or Apollos, or Cephas. provided it was 
of Christ.?t 
The liberality of Bishop Watson, 
however, appears far more clearly, in 
his religious views, than in those of a 
political character. When some of 
the primary and consoling doctrines 
of christianity, e.g. the Divinity of 
the Redeemer; the iniluences of the 
Holy Spirit, &c. were questioned by 
individuals of his acquaintance, his 
iniendship for them was not affected ; 
but, towards his political antagonists, 
lie cherished not the same spirit of 
coucilation. The unhappy causes 
Sermons on Public Occasions, and 
Tracts on Religious Subjects.—-p. 413. 
A Collection of Theological Tracts — 
V ASX 
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were, as we fear, his attachment to the 
world, and his indifference to Lyan- 
gelical religion, 

Let us not be reproached with cen- 
soriousness, if we express our fears, 
that talents so commanding, and ac- 
quisitions so diversified, as were those 
of Bishop Watson, were not united to 
that holiness, without which the intel- 
lect of an archange! would be as the 
small dust of the balance. We esti- 
mate him by his own acknowledg- 
ments. We furnish the evidence of 
his own ge gy . After the death 
of the Duke of Rutland, one of his 
intimate rine Bishop Watson in a 
speech delivered in’ Parliament, of 
which, the conclusion was an culogi- 
um upon the Duke; makes the fol- 
lowing observations. 

“In private life, My Lords, T know that 
he had a strong sense of religion on his 
mind, and he showed it by imitating his il- 
lustrious father in the practice of one of its 
most characteristic principles—in being 
alive to every impulse of compassion. His 
family, his friends, his dependants, all his 
connexions can witness for me the warmtin 
and the sincerity ef bis personal attach- 
ments.’—p. 161. 

What then shall we think, what 
must we think, ot the Duke and of his 
panegyrist; when we find that the 
Duke was a notorious gambler, that 
he was grossly licentious, and that his 
premature cle eath, was the 
quence of ¢ excessive dissipat tion /* Af- 
ter the duel between the Duke of York 
and Col. Lenox, Bishop Watson ad- 
dressed the idioging letter to Lord 
Rawdon, the Duke’s 


COLUSC=- 


;second. 


“ Camber idge, i Tay 28, 789. 
Ht 


‘My dear Lord,——It KNOW you Wi for- 
give the liberty I take in requesting you to 
present, in tue most respectiul manner, to 
the Duke of York my warmest congratula- 
tions ona late event. 

‘© As a Christian bishop [eannot approv: 
of any man’s exposing his life on 
oceasion. Asa eitizen. E must thi 
the lite of one so near tothe Crown onelit 
not to be hazarded like the life of an ordi- 
nary man; butasatriend tothe House of 
Brunswick, E cannot but rejoice in ihe per- 
sonal safety, and in the personal gallantry 
too, of so distinguished a branc! hc ot if. 
R. LANDArr. 


—p: 
30 Philliy a COL 


iit 


‘Lam, &e. 190, 


*Vid. p. 198; and al 
fgelions ef Curran. 


| Apron. 


Are these the sentiments of “4 


Christian Bishop?” Are these the 


fe elings which a prelate, who rever. 
enced His authority who enacted the 
Decaloeue, could express ? low Was 
the ** purity” of his lawn sullied, when 
he addressed this complime ntary epis- 
tle to an intentional murderer! W hi at, 
also, are we forced to think of the 
principles of Bishop Watson, when 
we hear him poleenr o, with seli-apa 
probation, that he had attempted to 
purify the Church from the * impiety 
of Calvinism”; and that he could 
not listen, for a moment, to the des- 
ponding doctrines of Calvinism.7 Let 
our readers suppose, in Charny, that 
he knew not the import of the term, 
On any supposition, could he have 
been qualified for his dignified office 
in the English church: We invite 
our readers to the perusal of his lite; 
to the faithful description of his wish- 
es and his labours, his hopes and dis- 
appointments, his friendships and a- 
versions, his principles and his char- 
acter: and they will we fear, form 
the melancholy conelusion, that the 
love, which is the fulfilling of the law, 
was not the flame which animated his 
breast. 
We shal! close this article with a few 
observations, suggested by the Biog- 
raphy of “Watson. The life 
of this distinguished prelate jis an al- 
fecting evidence of the truth, that no 
capacity, no attainments, are a substi 
tite for evanoctical excellence. lt 
ne love of God be absent, the soul, 
deserted by tts guardian, will wander, 
as ina wilderness, solitary, helpless 
and sad; and, though destined to 
survive the ruins of the world, will 
waste iis noblest faculties on the 
preasures of an hour. We would al- 
so notice the peculiar 
which the dienitaries of ’ church, 
constituted as is that of England, are 
exposed. Their political alliance with 
the ministry, or the opposition, ther 
devotion to the monarch, and their 
consequent strong temptations from 
the hope of patronage and prefers 


Bishop 


dangers, to 


oy 


i vid. p. $8, and p. 437 
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ment; are ever to be deprecated.— 
What gratitude to the Giver of all 
ood should glow in our hearts, that, 


Hiterary 


C.F. Rarinrsqve is preparing for 
p' wring on “'lravels and Discoveries 
1 the West,” containing a classification 
ol 1 large anne ‘roof newly discovered 


1 auts, animals, fishes 5 reptiles, fos- 


Caleb Atwater, Esq. of Circleville, 
Ohio, has issued proposals for publish- 
ing a work to be entitled * Notes on 
Ohio’ to contain the most reeent in- 
formation of the physical characteris- 
tics Ul that state. 

A letter has been addressed by Pro- 
fessor if: iWwimann of Harmburgh, to the 
0 Timothy Pitkin, late member of 

‘ House of Re prese ntatives, of the 
United States, and autbor of * A Siatis- 
tical View of the Commerce of the 
United States of America, 
his intention to trauslate that work in- 
to the Geriman language, and request- 
ine such additional information as will 
increase the value of the 
fessor Hartmann is successor 


late Professor Eb: Lins 


declaring 


vork.—Pro- 
} 
to the 


8 


The Government of Saxony has de- 
termined upon the erection of a magni- 
ficent monument, in honor of the cele- 
brated Werner. 


The municipality of Cambray, have 
opened a subscription, tor the purpose 
of raising a monument to the virtues 
and genius of Fenelon. 


It is stated ina Scottish Journal, that 
the foundation stone of a monument to 
the memory of the poet Thompson, iS 
soon to be laid, near his native place, 
toe Village of Edoam, in Roxburgh- 


sulre, by WwW alter Scott, Esq. 


There were in the year 1815, more 
‘han forty periodical works, of dilterent 
descriptions, published in Russia. It 
is stated, that ‘several of them have 
«xperienced the fluctuations of public 

opinion, or the difficulties of a first es 
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in our own happy country, the minis- 
try of reconciliation is not threatened 
by these, or similar dangers. 


and PHlssophical Gutelligqence. 


tsblishment,’ and the number has since 
decreased. The "Pransactions of the 
Academy of Sciences, and of the Rus- 
sian Ae ademy, are published ; and it ap- 
pears that, among the authors of Rus- 
sia, there are several pocts, who enjoy 
a distinguished reputation. 


The Legislature of the State of New- 
york, have granted the sum of ten thon- 
sand dollars, for the support of the 
Deafand Dumb Asyium in the city of 
New-York. 


The late Rev. Dr. William Richarda, 
of Lynn, Great-Britain, bequeathed his 
library, Which consisted of upwards ot 
1200 volumes, to Brown Unis ersity, at 
Providence, R. I] —OQur Minister at the 
Court of London, has given the neces- 
sary directions for forwarding the 
books to the fastitution. 


A Medical College, on an extensive 
plan, is to be immediately established 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. Very great pub- 
lic benefits, are anticipated from this 
Fustitution in the West. 


In the State of New-York, the sum 
set apart, for the support of parish 
schools, is one million of dollars, and 
eighty thousand acres of land, which is 
continu: dly increasing in value. Dua- 
ring the last year, 140,000 dollars were 
paid by the state, for the support of 
sc hools, of which the ‘re are nearly 6000 ; 
and in which probably, 250,000 chil- 
dren are annually instructed. 


The amount of gold coins made at 
the mint of the United States, during 
the year 1818, was $242,940: of silver 
$1,070,427 50: of copper $52,520 ; 
making a total amount of $1,365,687 
50 .—which added to the amount of 
coinage at the mint, from the date of 
its establishment, to the end of the year 
1217, makes 549,455 86. The ex- 
pense of a te from the commence- 
ment of the institution, to Dee. 
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1818, including the costs of lots, build- 
lugs and machinery, was $314,016 


Gregoria Pietro Giarve, the Syrian 
Are hbishop of Jerusalem, is in London. 
The Archbishop’s object in visiting 
England, is to solicit assistance fer the 
establishment of a printing press at 
Mount-Lebanon. Although almost the 


whole of Syria, is soverned by the 
Turks, Mount-Le banon is under the 
dominion of a Christian Prince. It is 
stated, that many of the Syrian Turks, 
have lately embraced the Christian 
faith, and ‘the most beneficial effects 
would, prebably, result from the dis- 
tribution of the Bible among the: 

he Archbishop wears the ie toe 
ban. loose robe,’ &e. and eacifes much 
attention. Itis suppesed that he will 
effect the object of his visit. 


of Sumatra.—In this Island 

uvopean establishments, have 
hitherto been confined to the Coast— 
all attempts to penetrate the interior, 
Were regarded as desperate, and no Ku- 
es »ou would veoture te embark in 
n. Sir Themas 8S. Raffles, Gov- 
of one of the Establishments, 

, ledthe way; and sne- 

0 vitn incredible effort, In pass- 
inj,g tae Mountains and forests, which 
intervened, and in reaching the heart of 
the tsland. The result has bee c the 
discovery of a country, highly euluva- 
ted, an nee ibounding in w ealth. Within 
ihe space of twenty miles, ip one part, 
the pop! ie ion does not fall short ofa 
million. ‘be inhabitants of the j interl- 
or, are stated to be a firm athletic race 
of men, far supertor to the people of 
the ccost. A central governinent, is 


to be established, and the avenues of 


commerce, laid open. In the extend- 
ing power of the British goveroment, 
in India, the enlightened C hristian, 
eannot fail to trace a g1 ‘adual prepara- 
tion of Providenee, for communi cating 
the blessings of Christianity ts unnum- 


bered miliions. 


Much has been said in England, and 
in other Europe an countries, aud sone- 
thing in this country, respecting a sup- 


posed deterioration of climate. The 


following table, which is published 

an extract fromthe Journals of the 
Royal Society, proves, that, in Great 
Britain, at least, vulgar credulity has 
been the subject of much imposition. 


| Aprit. 


The table exhibits the average heat, in 
the open air, of every year. 
1774 00. 6 || 1799 
1770 ol. 2 || 1800 
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174 vl. 21 1813 ig, 
W7v5 49. 94 1514 48. 
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The hottest day in the above period, 
Was in July, 1808, when the thermom- 
eter Was 95. 9.— The coldest day was 
in Dee. i796, when the thermoumete: 
Was at 0. 


{tis stated. on official authority, that 
the dominions ef the King of li ty 
contained in 1818, 10,588,137 souls,— 
which population gives 2,106 inhabit 
h sqnare league. The prin 
cips il towns are Berlin, cont: uning 166,- 
o84 inhabitants: Bresiau, 65,020; Mag 
deiburg, 27,869; Potsdam, 15,426: 
Dusseldorf, 15,000; Frankfort on the 
Oder, 12,000. 
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M. Moriehini has made a discovery 
respecting the magnetizing power ot 
the violet rays. The discovery, when 
first reported, was scarcely credited ; 

but Professor Playfair has given the 
following account of ane x periment, of 
which he was a witness, and which was 
performed by M. Carpe: 

After having received into my cham- 
ber a solar ray “through a circular open- 
ing made in ‘the shutter, the ray was 
made to fall upon a prism, suchas those 
which are usually employed in experi- 
ments in the primitive colours. ‘The 
spectrum which resulted from the re- 
traction, Was received upon a meen : 
all the rays were intercepted, exec} 
the violet, in which was placed a nee- 
die, for the purpose of being magnets 
ed. It was a plate of thin steel, select- 
ed fiom a number of others ;—and 
which, upon making the trial, was found 
to possess no polarity, and net to e+ 
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hibit any attraction for iron filings.  [t 
was fixed horizontally on the support 
by means of wax, and in such a direc- 
tion as to cut the magnetic meridian 
nearly atright angles. By a lens of a 
sufficient size, the whole of the violet 
ray was collected into a focus, which 
was carried slowly along the needle, 
pro recding from the centre towards 
one of the extremities, and always fhe 
same extremity, taking care, as is the 
case in the common operation of ma- 
netizing, never to go back in the oppo- 
site direction. Aiter operating in this 
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manner for half an hour, the needle was 
examined ; but it was net found either 
to have acquired polarity, or a sensible 
attraction for iron filings. The process 
was then continued ‘for twenty-five 
minutes more, fifty-five in the whole ; 
when the needle was found to be strong. 
ly magnetic: it acted powerfully oa 
the compass, the end of the needle 
which had reeecived the influence oi 
the violet ray repelling the north pole, 
and the whole ot itatt racting and keep- 


ing si Ss ust vended a ct fria Be © a irenu filtag FS. 
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THEOLOGY. 

A Word in Season. in behalf of the 
Holy Seriptures, to which ts prefixed 
a brief reply to the observations of 
Friend Edward Cobb: by Rev. Asa 
Rand, Pastor of the Church in Gor- 
ham, 75 cts.—Periland. 


An inguiry into the Doctrine of 


Christian Baptism: By Jacob Rush, 
Presiding Judge of the first Judicial 
District of Pennsylvania, 57 1-2 cts 
Philedelphia 

A series of Letters on the Mode and 
Subjects of Baptism: By Stephen Cha- 
pin, late Pastor of the Congregational 
Church in Mount Vernon, N. H. 37 1-2 
cts. 

Jubilee Sermons.—Two Discourses, 
exhibiting an Historical Sketch of the 
First B: iptist CI :urch in Boston, from its 
formation in Charlestown. in 1665, te 
the beginning of 1818: By James M. 
Winchell, A. M. Pastor of said Church, 
Ol cts. 

An examina ition of the Rev. M 
Tyler's Second pi mph et, entitled, 
“The cetrine of the Sa ‘ints Perse ofr 
ance, further vindicated,” &e.with “An 
Appendix upon © alvi inism in gene ral.” 
By the Rev. Menzies Rayner, Rector 
of the Episcopal Churches in Hunting- 
ton, 37 1-2 cts.—New-Haven. | 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

American Medical Botany, with col- 
oured e ngravings. Vol. IL. No. 1 . By 
Jacob sig De low, M. )). Professor and 
Lecturer) jo Harvard Universiiy.— 
Royal 8vo, $3 50.—Boston. 

Elements of Chemical Scie ‘ace, Vol. 


I. By John Gorham, Mi, LD. ed Soll 
2 


of Chemistry in Harvard University.-- 
Cambridge. 

The Printer’s Guide, or an Intredue- 
tion to the A —- Printing: By C.5. 
Van Winkle, $1 75. —New-York. 

A View of a Commerce of the 
Mediterranean, with reflections arising 
from personal experience, during many 
years residence in Spain, Franee, Italy, 
and Africa: By John M. Baker, late 
U.S. Consul.—Georgetown, Col. 


Address befere the Massachusett3 


Peace Society, Dec. 25,1818: By An 
drew Ritchie, Esq.—Boston. 

Letters from Geneva and France, 
written during a residence of between 
two and three years in different part 
of these cour trie s,and addresse ato atla- 


, 
i ’ 


dy in Virginia, by her father, 8vo. ¢ 
vols. S41 50.—Boston. 

Notes on the War in the South: 
with Biographical sketches of Mont- 
gomery, dackson, Sevier, the late Gov. 
Claiborne and others: By Nathaniel 
P. Claiborne, a member of the Exec- 
utive Committee, during the late war 
12mo. §1.—Richmond. 

Catharine Brown, the Converted 
Cherokee : A Missionary Drama, 
founded on Fact. Written by a La- 
gem New-Haven. 

The ¥ se, Pi e che 1s Mantial. com- 
otitis © Cilaude’s Essay on the compo 
sition of a se rmon, abridge ad; vies ahd 
on the composiiion and delive ry of : 
Sermon; Reybaz on the Art of ‘ho 
ing; Fenelon’s Dialogues on the Elo- 
quence of the pulpit; Brown’s Address 
to Students in -richipah &e.—The 
whole revised by Ebene Zeer Porter, BD 
. Bartlett Professor ef Sacred Rhet 
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ovic in the Theological Seminary at 

Andover, 8vo. $2 50.—Boston. 
Poems, by Jacob Porter.—Hartford. 
The Pilgrim’s Progress, exhibited in 

a Metamorphosis, er a Transformation 


The power of Conscience exemplified, 


[ APrit.. 


of Pictures, for the entertainment and 
instruction of Youth. Designed and 
Published by J. W. Barber; 12 1-9 
ts.— Hartford. 





ficligious Guntelhligence. 


The power of Conscience, exemplifi- 
ed in the deuth of an unfortunate 


Female. 


In one of the early volumes of the 
PMhristian Observer, there is an account 
of the dreadful end of the Hon. Fran- 
cis Newport. The scenes which it 
discloses, are appalling ; but in many 
instances within our knowledge, they 
have produced the most salutary im- 
pressions. When God thus abandons 
the objects of bis displeasure to the 
retributions 6 f conscience, on this wage 
ef the gr Ave, + does it expressly, we 
apy rehent d, for pe purpose of sile neing 
thse scviiers, Who ery, © where is the 
promise of his coming, for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things have con- 
iinuied as they were from the creation 
of the world.” We feel ourselves 
iiound, therefore, however painful the 
duty, tomake public, well authentica- 
ted accounts of these awful testrmonies 


afk A RRR ry Ra ae 
ofhis vengeance ‘The tollowing is the 
;* oe Pr 3. . 
mistory Of a temale, 


who was ounce ac- 
complished, beautiful, religiously ed- 
iwated 


and a professed 
Christ ; but who, vielding to 
passions, sunk to the lowest depths of 
infamy and wretchedness, and depart- 
ed from this life, under the lashings of 
an awakened conscience, in the fearful 
anticipation of eternai perdition. Per- 
lect coufidence may be placed in the 
correctness of this atoment, which 
was drawn up by the Rev. Tuomas H. 
S$! NINNER, Of Philade Iphia, from the re- 
lation of an e ye-witness, Mrs. S. a 
inember of his church. Another eye- 
Witness, has likewise testificd to its 
eorrectuess. 


ruilts a 


“In the months of February and 
Maren, 1319, Mrs. S. was repe atedly 
end urgently requested, to visit a WO- 
man, said to be extremely low and un- 
happy; and for a very special and im- 
portant purpose, auXloUs to see Mrs. S. 
Mer reasons which the sequel will dis- 


disciple of 


close, the latter could not feel willing 
to go, until she was told, that if she did 
not go, the woman, though i in a dying 
condition, would be brought to her 
door. These tidings inspired Mrs. S. 
with the fortitude ‘to rats oe an inter- 
view with a person, of whom she could 
scarcely think without horror. On 
Friday, 19th March, she went in pur- 
suit of her habitation, which she was 
told, was some where tn Little-Water 
near South-Street. She came to the 
house, in the cellar of which she lay ; 
and with a palpitating heart, entered 
the chamber, where poverty, disease, 
and distress, presented themselves in a 
mien, never seen, and scarcely conceiv- 
ed of before. The dying womau, 
stretched on a squalid couch, and al- 
most literally imbedded in Gith, was at- 
tended by a sympathetic female, and a 
little boy, one of her own unhappy off- 
spring. As soon as she saw Mrs. &. 
she said, ‘I did not expect you would 
come to see so miserable a wreteh as i 
amy; and then covering her face with 
the bed-clothes, she wept most bitterly 
for a considerable time. * Why do you 
weep sor’ Mrs. S. inguired. She re- 
plied, that she saw m Mrs. S. the im- 
age of her father, and that it wrung her 
he art to think of him. ‘ How,’ said 
Mrs. 8. ‘did you happen to know where 
I reside?’ She answered, that she 
was up Cherry-Street, on a visit to 
some of her acquaintances, that a paper 
was thrown in the door, giving ifor- 
mation, that a new house for worship, 
was to be opened in Wagner’s Alley. 
aad inviting the ne ighbours to attend ; 
that she with several of lier associates, 
went ihe first ev ening it was opene “dd, 
‘I was,’ she added, ‘much intoxicated, 
but had not been seated long, before { 
became perfeetly sober.”* [ sat neay 
* Whether this alteration was the result 
of the exercises of which she goes on oi 
speak, or was produced immediately ) 
fiat Proyklence, which appearsse euney' 
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fhe door; the moment vou came 
in, | saw you; my eyes were fastened 
upon you. Horror, in an instant seized 
my soul. I had supposed you were 
dead, and the sight of you recalled to 
my mind, the injuries [ ‘had done you. 
Your minister began to preach, and 
every word struck me asa dagger, to 
the heart. [attempted to go out, but 
seemed revited to the spot. "] attempt- 
ed to speaks to you, but fear prevented 
ye: and L foliowed you home.’ It 
yas in this way she learnt where Mrs. 
ss resided. 

“This awful night, was the end of 
all peace to this poor woman. She 
went on to state, that the agitation of 
ler mind, threw her into a violent fe- 
ver, which, along with unintermitted 
horrors of conscience, had induced 
consumption, and at length brought 
her to her present wrete! hed situation. 
She then told Mrs. S. the cause of her 
aixiety to see her, before wr leff the 
—— ‘I thought,’ said she, “if T could 

uly see you, and obtain your ’ foray e- 

s for the injury and disgrace I have 
saa upon your family, it weuid 
smooth, even the path to hell. O mad- 
am, my breast has long been a stranger 
tocomfort. Once, | could drown my 
sorrow with hge or—but now it has no 

effect. Death, hell, and judginent, lay 
before me.’ 

“She disclosed to Mrs. S. with a 
view. as will be see more exten- 
sive disclosure, “0 eareer a eres, 
irom its commencement to its eclose.— 
She wes the only child of lena 
mrents, who lived in one o: the South- 
ern cities. ae father, Was a minister 
of the gospel, and was most tenderly 
nttached to his daughter. Deprived of 
her mother by death, when she was 
but seven years old, she was placed 
under the care of an affectionate aunt, 
Who spared neither expense nor pains, 
to give her an accomplished education, 
and fit her for refined and polished so- 
ciety. Atthe age of fifteen. she re- 
turned to her father’s: and to please 
him rather than her God, she soon atf- 
ter made a public profe ssion of reli- 
gion. She was a young lady of extra- 
ordin: ary beauty, and was conscious of 
nous and awful, in what sueceeded is un- 
fertain to the writer. The first cause would 
be sufficient o account for the effect. 

* The time that intervened between her 


awakening and her death, was a month 
apd Lwenty days. 


toa 
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her personal charms. To gain admira- 
tion she made herself an active and 
distinguished member of the church, 
of which her father was Pastor. _ 

“ After she had been united to the 
church about a year, a gentleman lodg- 
ed at her father’s, and was there con- 
fined by a fit of sickness. Charmed 
with his affable and easy manners, she 
cherished, for this gentleman a passion- 
ate attachment, which, being perceived 
by the father, caused him to tell her, 
that the gentleman was a married man 
and had two children. But her passion 
Was now too violent to be suppressed 
by this information. She conceived, 
and soon after executed the purpose of 
seducing this gentleman. 

“He was aman of re putation, and was 
engaged in business; and having fitted 
out a ship for the West-Indies, in wiicle 
he himself was to go, she secretly em 
barked in the ship, that she might cor- 
tinue with the object of her unhallow 
ed passion. But the God who rules 
the winds, would not suiler such wick- 
edness to prosper: ‘The vessel was cast 
away, and they narrowly escaped with 
their lives. 

‘‘ Here te his astonishment, Mrs. S 
observes in her letter, to the writer, 
‘Sir, I shall now inform you, that 4 
have been relating the meiancholy 
downfall of my poor unfortusate FaTH 
en!? a man of excetient talents and 
of amiable manners: but whose infat- 
uation drowned his family in sorrow 
and drove them from his presence.— 
His wife and two daughters forsook 
him, resolved to tive with him no 
— 

‘The dying woman continued ~ 
dread i story. She lived with this 1 
fatuated mortal, in habits of isnee 
viee, for many years. At length from 
some Cause, he abandoned her: but 
a while returued to her oer 
Ite abandoned her a second and : 
third time. At last suspecting that his 4 
family had some agency ip persuading 
liiin to Jeave her, she conceived a mor- 
tal revenge against them, and actually 
sought to destroy Mrs. 's.* but being 


alter 


*Seme person one day in the Market, 
presented to Mrs. 5. five oranges, which it 
was said, her father had sent her. Mrs. > 
refused to take them at first, but being ur 
ged, consented. An acquaintance who 
remarked the manner of the woman in 
urging Mrs. S. to take the oranges, had hi» 
suspicion awakened, and as soon as sie 
had departed, begged Mrs. 5 to let hun 
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unsuccessful, she directed her malice 
against the man himself; with her 
own hands, endeavoured to take his 
life, but her projects for his murder be- 
ing also defeated, she suborned a per- 
son to fulfil her purpose, who actually 
compassed his death, was brought to 
trial for the deed, and escaped the re- 
ward of his wickedness, on the plea of 
intoxication at the time it was done.” 

The narrative preceeds to state that, 
though not without occasional fits of 
remorse, she went on step by step in 
her foul career, till she wes covered 
with unmingled infamy, 2nd beeame an 
associate of the Jawest wretches, ever 
found in human seciety. 

“ Her venerable parent, (it is believ- 
ed a pious servant of Christ,) eould not 
sustain the affliction laid upon him by 
such unnatural conduct in ap onty child, 
once so blooming, accomplished and 
tenderly beloved. Ele became broken- 
hearted, lost bis reason, and ina fit ef 
madness, took his own life! 

“¢] heard,’ said she to Mrs. S. ‘ that 
you were out. of your senses in con 
quence of the untimely death of your 
father, to winch [ was acecessary; and 
I understood that your derangement. 
ended in vourdeath. Ob madam, for- 
give me for bringing so much pain and 
sorrew upon you.’ ‘1 do forgive you,’ 
Mrs. S. replied, ‘but Tam only a crea- 
ture; you must look to God ior forgive- 
ness.” ¢ Forgiveness for me,’ said she, 
‘there is none. i have sinned ogainst the 
Majesty of Heaven, with an uplifted 
hand.” ‘But though you have been a 
great sinner,the blood of Christ is all suf- 
ficient. He took our flesh, and died for 
the very chief ofsinners.’ *Qh madam,’ 
she cried, ‘ean I Jook to God for mer- 
cy? No: There is no mercy for me. 
‘The door of heaven is shut against me. 
Oh I feel the pains of hell. Hell is my 
reward.’ ‘Shall pray for you, or go 
for some person more capable of pray- 
Ing than myself? ‘ No,’ was the awful! 
open one of the orances, on doing which, 
he immediately discovered @ greenish ap- 
pearance, which he thought indicated poi- 
son. Nothing cerivin on the subjcet was 
known, until now, when this woman con- 
fessed that she had inserted arseniek in the 
oranges, with the design of poisoning Mrs. 
S. She likewise confessed, that she had 
attempted asecond time, to poison her, 
by means of some punch, which she had 
prepared for the purpose; from which 
snare Mrs. S, narrowly and wonderfully 
escaped 


[APRirt. 


answer ; and with the keenest despair 
in her countenance, she added— God 
will not hear prayer for me: To pra 

for me, would be wrong; it would be 
abusing the throne of mercy. But pray 
for my unfortunate children, whom | 
have brought into the world without 
knowing a mother’s affection, and who 
are pursuing the same course of life 
that haveled. Oh susr I be arraign- 
ed before the bar of God to bear my 
awful doom? Oh yes, itis just; pe- 
PART ACCURSED. Mrs. S. proposed, 
going forher Paster. ‘No, said she, 
‘fam too great a monster to be looked 
at by any pious person; and [ wonder 
pow you can look at me as you dol’— 
biere her eye-balls glared in the most 
trighttul manner, and she was so vio- 


Dee x stu tree » "4 ’ Y P 
lessily agitated, that thy greatest exer- 


tions were Hecessary to prevent her 
trom falling out of bed. After being a 
little quteted, she observed to Mrs. ». 
— Your minister carries the fiends oi 
hell about him, else he could not have 
so tortured my soul, the first time I ev- 
er heard him.’ ‘Itis not so, madam, 
he tias no other tnstrument Phan the 
gospel: that is his weapon.’ She re- 
plied, ‘the rrurn toa guilty conscience 
is Sharper than a two edged sword,’ 


7c 
i 


7yy . —. ° a i 
“<6 'Pel) vour minister, said she 


ai 


exhort females of mv manner ol 


4 bP; aoe on ! ee ewes 
Pei] Him to Warn them against pursu- 


lng tne wav i trod. ‘Vell him to pro- 
claim tothe worid, the manner of ny 
death. Tell him [sink to hell, with the 
vows of Christ’s covenant on my soul. 
‘ell him five ye vad merey 
offered me, but [ despised the grace of 
God, T regarded not his threateniogs, 
and trampled the blood of Christ be- 
neath my feet.* Gh that I could tea 

my soul from me and east it away 
from the presence of God. Beating 
her breast ia the most frightful manner, 


} 
= oe a 
arTS deo, ti 


a 
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* After Mrs. S. left her, the other lady 
asked her what she meant by these expres- 
sions; she replied, that, about that th re 

ie was sick in the Alms-house; that a ple 
ous fematie came and conversed with lier, 
particularly, on the subject of religion ; 
ihat at first she refused to hear her, but was 
atleneth so awakened by ber conversation, 
hat she saw berself on the very verge of 
wrdition; that overwhelmed with her- 
rour, she still had a view of the sufficiency 
of the blood of Christ, to cleanse her from 
her sin, and knew she weuld be pardoned 
if she would repent, but, that she spurned 
the mercy of Ged, arose and left the ledy. 
This Mrs. S. received from the lady herse:® 
to whom the explanation was given 











1819. ] 


she exclaimed, hell is my awful 
doum forever.’ {t was observed, ‘the 
adve rsary of your soul ts te mpting } vou 
to despair of the goodness and mercy 
Ged? She replied, ‘ God is merci- 
ful and he is also just; and his justice 
it is, that dcoms me to hell. Oh yes, 
che cried, with the fury of despair in 
her manner, ‘ Ob yes, his justice dooms 
me to the lowermost pit.’ The lady 
whom Mrs. S. found with ber, inquired 
whether she had not some hope in the 
toctrine of universal salvation. * No,’ 
she replied, ‘f shall never be redeemed 
from endles torment. Piercing Mrs. 
S. with an eye of distraction, she said, 
(do you think there is any reason to 
hope in that doctrine 2’ ‘No,’ was the 
reply, ‘ there Is no repentance beyond 
the grave, nor pardon ofiered to the 
dead” ‘That there is not.” she sub- 
iained, ‘between the lids of the sacred 
volume ;—there is no redemption be- 
yond the grave. Years and time will 
roll away, “but my pains will never end. 
The thunderbolts of the wrath of God 
will sraite me down to a lower hell, 
than that of the tallen angels” Again, 
Mrs. > . triec d to conse le he Ty by re pre- 
senting to her the boundless exteot ef 
the divine pepege aaeiie » § Though you 
have been a vile sinner, God may vet 
ew ye 1 merey. Though your sins 
ure like mountains, the ocean of a Sav- 
im hiood can eover them all” But 
iii Wasin vain. * God,’ she replied Swill 
never pardon me, who have given for- 
iv-nine years to the devil. Will he 
wow be pat off with one wretehed hour ? 
Lou do wrong to tell me so. I who 
have been the Cause of distress to so 
many innocent families; [| who have 
brought the erey hairs of an indulgent 
parent, with sorrow to the grave, who 
have also been the author of your fath- 
er’s death—oh my tortured soul, it is 
more than Lean bear. Oh that I could 
weep to ease my aching heart, but 
fears are not allowed me. Qh that 
another female may never sink to per- 
dition besides m yself. : 

* Pointing to her little boy that sat 

by hep side, © th: it chi! dl,’ said she, *re- 
proved me for my Wickedness when he 
was but seven years old’ The poor 
eniid then arose ; said, ‘this is an awful 
scene,’ burst into tears, and Jeft the 
room, 

Looking very ear nestly at Mrs. S. 
she inqnired ; ‘are you a communi- 
cant of that church?” * Yes.’ ‘Do you 
think you have an interest in Christ 


? 


, 
re 
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‘fT hope have.’ * And do you sincere- 
ly forgive me, the injuries [ have done 
you?’ ‘I po forgive you madam, and 
may God Almighty forgive you also, 
and snatch you from the torment that 
stares you in the face. Oh that you 
would lay your soul at the feet of Je- 
sus ; pray to him to forgive your sins, 
and receive you into the mansions of 
the blessed. ‘There may you spend a 
happy eternity singing alleluias to the 
great Redeemer ; and there when [am 
calle d from this world of sin and sorrow 
may [| meet you and my poor unfortu- 
nate pare nt.’ She lay perfectly silent, 
until Mrs. S, pronounced the w ords, 
unfortunate parent. At the mentien of 
them, she startled and said, ‘ You will 
meet your father, I have no es 
but as for me, I am doomed to hell.’— 
Mrs. S. then asked her whether ; site 
still donbted her forgiveness. ‘I know 
not,’ she rephed, ‘ how you can for- 
give me’ Mrs. S. then observed, ‘1 
ama great sinner, and hope for for- 
giveness from God; but if L cannot for- 
vive de 1, how can [ expect forgiveness 
through the intercession of Christ. It 
is my r duty, madain, to forgive you, 
and T wish it was in my power to re- 
lieve you” ‘It is not,’ she replied, ‘in 
the power of man to forgive me,(mean 
ing so as to be saved,) but I feel much 

vasier since you have forgiven me.— 
Ju istice will never overtake me in this 
world;* but my judge is an oiiended 
Cod.’ 

“She requested of the lady whom 
Mrs. S. found with her, that soe would 
not speak of her dying confession, Jest 
an impression might, perchance, be 
made injurious to "the feelings of the 
fnnmly of Mrs. 8.4 ‘IT have designed it, : 
says re , ‘for the ear of Eliza, tc alling 
Mrs. 8. S. by her christian name,) and | 
wish h er, to tell it to her minis ter, and 
beg him to publish it asa warning to 
persons of my way of livi ig. § Will 
you promise me,’ said she, “6 will you 
promise me Eliza, to beg your minister 

Referring, it is thought, to her liabilits 
to a civil arrest. 

{The lady solemnly promised her, net 
to speek of it; and therefore would nof, 
at first, when applied to, ior what she re- 
membered to have beard; but afterwards 
she addressed a letter to the writer, in 
which she states, that Mrs. S. repeated to 
her what she had communieated to hey 
Pastor, and bears her testimony to its truth, 


This letter discloses several other interest- 
ing particulars. 
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to publish my dying confession? Or 
is this too great a favour for you to 
confer on so unworthy a wretch ? 
Your minister seems, from his manner 
of preaching, to have the good of souls 
in view, and I wish such a man to un- 
dertake the business.’ Mrs. S. promis- 
ed to fulfil her request, though she told 
her, it would be a very heavy trial. 

“ After remaining with her, from two 
o’clock till six, Mrs. S. found her forti- 
tude sinking under the awfulness of the 
scene: arose and bid her ferewell.— 
She replied, ‘I shall never more sce 
you, until God’s awful trumpet shall 
awake the dead, and we are arraigned 
before the bar of God. May } you and 
all your family be clothed in righteous- 
ness.’ At nine o’clock, in the evening 
of the same day, she left this proba- 
tionary stage, with these words on her 
tongue, ‘NE LL,HELL, IS MY EVERLAST- 

NG Doom.” 


Qur limits will not permit us to add 
the reflections of the Rev. Author on 
this awlul scene. 


NEW-YORK PEACE SOCIETY. 


The following are extracts from the 


Report of the New-York Peace So- 
ciety, at the Anniversary, Dec. 2oth, 
1Sis. 


* An Annual Report of the proceed- 
ings of this Society not having been 
contemplated at its formation in 1815, 
nor until the close of the last year, the 
Committee deem it proper to submit a 
view of its commencement, as well 
of its progress to the present time. 

“The society originated with a few 
individuals, from the conviction that 
Waris inconsistent with the Christian 
religion, immorel in its acts, and repug- 
nant to the true interests of mankind; 
and from a disposition to diluse infor- 
mation, and promote inquiry upon a 

subject of so much importance. 

* Persuaded that these sentiments 
would become universal, on the folfil- 
roent of the prophecies concerning the 
prevalence of Christianity, and the glo- 
ry of the Messiah’s kingdom, when 
men shall beat theirswords into plough- 
shares, and their spears into pruning 


* One of her daughters came to Mrs. § S.’s 
Monday morning, charged, she said, by 
her mother, to tell Mrs. S. when and hovw, 
she departe: !. She died, os a ratiol- 
a], but in augmented answsh and Loirus.4 


New-York Peace Society. 


| Aprir., 


hooks, and learn war no more: ; they 
felt a coritide nce that the use of means, 
in this, as jn other instances, would be 
Divinely favored. 

“With such views the Socie ty was 
organized in the month of August, 1815. 
Not having the benefit of any example 
in the adjuist tine - of their plans, there 
being then no association for the same 
purpose on iahes side of the Atlantic, 
they have had occasion to revise and 
amend the rules at first adopted for the 
government of their proceedings. Ex- 
perience has shown that the field of im- 
mediate usefulness open to such an in- 
stitution, Is more extensive then 
then conceived ; anda variety 
currences have e anon raged greater eon- 
fidence, and more anim: ating hopes than 
could have been previously entertain. 
ed. 

“The Society, shortly after its for- 
mation, published 1000 copies of a 
pamphlet, written by one of the mem 
bers, entitled, “ Thoughts on the prae 
tical advantages of those who hold the 
sentiments of Peace 9’ and at a subse- 
qite nt date 1000 copies of a pamphiet, 
written by a member, entitled, 
“Observations on the kingdom of 
Peace ;” which have been gratuitously 
and widely circulated. 

“A considerable number of copies oi 
the works, entitled, ** War inconsistent 
with Christianity,” and “ Letters to 
Governor Strong,” both written by 
members, and published at the solicita- 
tion, and under the patronage of the 
Socie ty : together will 1apout 1000 cop- 
ies of different numbers of “The Friend 
of Peace,” 150 copies of two sermons, 
entitled, * The life of man inviolable,” 
£200 copies of a circular from the Mas- 
sachusetts Peace Society, a quantity of 
tracis received at several times from 
the London, and other Societies, anda 
variety of smaller publications, have 
been distributed in different parts of 
this country, and to several places in 
hurope, 

During the last season a large edi- 
tion of a tract, entitled, “The Question 
of War Reviewed,” nas been publish- 
ed and put in cre ulation.” 

‘'The pecuniary resources of the So- 
ciety have been aided by several gra- 
tuities ; among which the Committee 
take oceasion to mention, with grate ful 
acknowledgments, a donation of one 
hundred d: ollars from members of the 
Society of Friends, by the hands of J. 

Murray, Jun. Esq. 
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«“ Since the formation of this Socie- 
ty, a number of similar associations 
have been established, both in Great- 

2ritain and in this country. Among 
these are the Society in London for 
the promotion of permanent and uni- 
cersal Peace, (formed in June, 1816,) 
which has several auxiliary branches in 
different parts of Engiand; a Peace 
Society at Glasgow (tormed 1817), and 
another at Dundee (1818), in Scotland ; 
the Massachusetts Peace Society, 
(formed at Boston in Dee. 1815); Ohio, 
(Warren county, Dec. 1815); Maine, 
(at Portland, Jan. 1817); Cayuga, (at 
Scipio, N. Y. Feb. 1817); Rhode Isl- 
and and Providence Plantations (at 
Providence, 1817); and Chenango (in 
schenectady, N.Y. 1818). 

“ Besides the associations instituted 
expressly for the promotion of pacific 
sentiments, several very large and res- 
pectable religious bodies have express- 
ed their decided approbation of the ob- 
rect, and one or two have resolved 
themselves into Peace Societies. 

“The Society of Friends in various 
parts of the country, in pursuance of 
the principles ever avowed and acted 
upon by them, have given important 
aid towards the advancement of this 
cause among other denominations of 
(Christians. 

“These sentiments are indeed so con- 
renal with all the better feelings of the 
human heart,and with the true interests 
of mankind universally, that they can 
hardly fail of an advocate in every cor- 
dial and consistent friend of the species. 
From the feelings which they tmply, 
arise the various combinations of eifort 
for humane and benevolent purposes. 
* Peace” and “ Good-will” are eenjola- 
ed in nature, and cannot be separated 
wi experience. ‘They are the founda- 
tions of hope for the real happiness of 
the human race, and of exertion to pro- 
mote it; as thelr opposites are the 
sources of all thatis discouraging and 
evil,” 

“The Committee indulge no extrav- 
agant and fauciful expectations of a 
sudden and perfect attainment of the 
object of the Society. The rooted pre- 
jadices and violent passions Which sup- 
porta barbarous custom, can be sup- 
planted and subdued only by the grad- 
wal influence of the proper means and 
agencies, the diffusion of light, the in- 
culeation of truth, the propagation of 
the Christian temper. 

“* But they du believe thaf, in propor: 


the spread of the Gospel. 211 


tion as the attention of serious and re- 
flecting minds is attracted to this sub- 
ject, conviction will take place, and 
that war will become unpopular and 
odious, and peace alone be deemed 
consistent with the happiness of man- 
kind, and the requisitions of christiani- 
ty. Inso good a cause they are wil- 
ling to labour and be spent. If their 
object be disapproved of by some, they 
will not be disappointed. — Its final suc- 
cess is certain, and upon its fulfilment 
depends the highest blessedness of man 
on earth, and the glory of that religion 
which offers him salvation, and which 
consists in righteousness, and peace, 
and joy.” 

“'Fhe Society consists of such per- 
sons, of different denominations, as are 
disposed to aid in the promotion of 
peace on earth, and good will to men. 

“fivery annual subscriber of Two 
Dollars and upwards, may, within the 
year, receive in return, Traets to the 
amount of one half of his subseription. 

* Subseriptions are received by An- 
son G. Phelps, Treasurer, No. 83 
Beekman-street, and P. W. Gallaudet, 
No. 49, Fulton-street. The other pub- 
lications of the Society may be had at 
their Depository, No. 49. Fulton-street, 
where communications may be ad- 
dressed.” 


We have received several communi- 
cations, writtea tor the purpose of ex- 
citing the attention of churches, to the 
subject of evangelizing the heathen.— 
Our correspondents, knowing the pow- 
er of example, will, probably, be willing 
that the following extracts froma Re- 
port of a Commiltee of the Church in 
Farmington, aud the votes of that 
Church, should take the plaee of such 
communications. 


(COPY.) 


To the first Church of Christ in Far- 

minglon. 

The Committee appointed to consider 
the duty of raising further supplies 
to aid in spreading the Gospel in the 
world, would report as follows :— 

Cinistian BrReTuReEn, 

‘The spectacle which is exhibited in 
the motion and progress of Christian 
charity, in these latter days, is most 
gratifying to the benevolent mind.— 
Who of us does not well recollect that, 
a tow years since, thy exertions made, 
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and the sums contributed, were, when 
compared with the exertions and the 
contributions of the present time, but 
as nothing ? It is confidently believed, 
that in the course of fifteen or twenty 
years, the sums of money raised and 
appropriated in one form or another, 
for the spread of the gospel, have in- 
creased more than a hundred fold.— 
In the Church and society to which we 
belong, although it is one which has 
for several years been accustomed to 
make what were called liberal contribu- 
tions, it is ‘believed that between three 
and four hundred dollars, are now an- 
nually contributed with less reluctance, 
than were one hundred, a few years 
since. Indeed, the duty—the indispen- 
sable duty, incumbent on Christians, of 
spreading the gospel among the desti- 
tute, is now universally acknowledged. 
In that new and highly interesting 
staie of things, in which Christians 
were one and all prepare ‘d to acknowl- 
edge the obi agin of attempting to 
evangelize the world, but were with- 
out the knowledge necessary to direct 
them in apportioning their elforts, it 
had become a serious desideratum, that 
a system of operations, be devised, of 
universal extent; and such as, when 
carried into effect, might promise, as 
efectually as any thing of human 
trivan ‘0 promise, to furnish to the 
nu every section of the 
lobe, the means of learning the way of 
salvation, and that sndicious calcula- 
tions be made of the number of a sectors 
required in this great enterprize, and of 
the amount of monies warted, frow 
time to time, to defray the expense.— 
That the best calculations on so vast 
and complicated a subject, must be 
somewhat inaccurate, will be allowed : 
but this circumstance can furnish no 
sround of objection against the attempt 
to simplify and systematize a business, 
ich, as long as it is left untouche d 
hy the calculator, must be but imper- 
fectly understood and impcriectiy ex- 
ecuted. Nothing is more app arent, 
than that to en: ible the Christian pub- 
hic, to act with due discretion and safe- 
ty, and yet perform the full amount of 
their duty, it is ndispensa! bly necessary, 
that an exte nsive scheme of operations, 
With all its details of expense, fo vended 
on evident eck. nat close observatic ns, 
and minute re searches, be submitted to 
the ir view. Such a scheme accompa- 
ied by such details, and resting on 
such authority, 
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has “st length appeared. 
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Two of our Missionaries to the East, 
Messrs. Hall and Newell, have recent- 
ly come forward with a most powerful 
and pathetic appeal to the Churches of 
this country, in behalf of the Heathen 
world ;—and they have exhibted such 
facts, and made such statements, as 
will, if in any tolerable degree correct, 
place the duty of the Churches S, in re- 
gard to this subject, i ina clearer light 
than it has ever been placed in, before, 
A brief summary of their calculations 
we insert in this place. They suppose 
that six hundred millions of the hu- 
man race are yet without the light and 
blessings of the Gospel :—that, at the 
lowest calculati on, one Missionary to 
every twenty thousand people is ne- 
cessary to cause the gospel to be 
“preached to every creature” ;—and 
that, of course, there are wanting for 
this object thirty thousand Missiona- 
ries. "The y then caleulate from regard 
to the number of churches and mem- 
bers, the degree of information possess. 
ed, and the pecuniary means withia 
their reach, that a suitable proportion 
of Missionaries to be furnished by the 
American Churches, including all de- 
nominations, would be seven thousand 
and five hundred. Now itis not sup- 
posed that, with the most abundant 
pecuniary means, it would be possible 
to call into active service all this num- 
ber at once,—tfor the plain reason that 
such a number of men, qualified for t 
Missionary life, cannot be found. 
is therefore proposed to begin the gr 
operation by training up for the service 
such youth of bopeiul piety and eapa- 
city, as can be —— Allowing seven 
years time for the youth to go through 
a course of st hae. trial and preparatio i 
for the missionary life, and four thous- 
and to be the number adopted and pat- 
ronised by the churches tor this object 
ev ery seveu years — —and t! lat this course 
be persevere din for twenty-one } years 3 
allowing also that of every class thus 
pre pared and sent forth, about one 
third part will die, or, from some other 
cause, will fail in the course of every 
seven years—-it would furnish in the 
course of twenty-one years, not far 
from the above mentioned quota ol 
seventy-five hundred missionaries 10 
the fie Hd, ready for active employ ment. 
In this view of the subject therefore, ! 
would seem, that by training up and 
preparing for the Missionary “life, four 
thousand suitable characters in every 
seven years, and supporting them 0! 


he 
lk 
i 


“f 








1319.] On Contributions for 


‘Missionary stations, when thus prepar- 
ed, until the world is so far evangelized 
as to furnish its own preachers, the 
Churches of the United States, anal the 
prote stant provinees of this country 
nig! ht be considered as performing 
their share of this great Christian en- 
terprize. But it is ‘obvious that after 
this course of preparation is finished, 
and the Missionaries are ready for ac- 
tive em} ploy nent, the liberality of chris- 

t be greatly increased ;_ for, 
ion to the chat ‘ge of preparing 
for t the ‘Maden wor k a second class 
of men, there is the cherge of support- 
ing those who form the first class, and 
have already become Missionaries: and 
this liberality must be more taan doub- 
led, because the expense of supporting 


Missionaries in the field will be Easiest 


much greater than that of preparing 
them to enter it. In anticipation of 


‘hese incieasing eails for money, the 
ntnors of the work under considera- 
tion, propose that the churches begin 
instantaneously to make such centribu- 
tions as Will be necessary for the exec- 
eution of the project, not merely in its 
present ineipient state ; butin the most 
advanced stage of its operation ; that 
accumulating funds being thus estab- 
lished for future use, an increasing de- 
inand onthe eharity of christians, oc- 
‘ sioned by future exigencies, being 
partly supplied by these ‘funds , uiay be 
tess war e ni and ess pec cessary. 

in this stave of our Report, we would 
take oeeasion to observe, that the out- 
ines of the calculation submitted to the 

nurches by the authors of the address, 
. ae ear to us to be mainly correct; and 
We have reason to believe that the sub- 
ps ao parts of the caleulation are 
tree from es sential errors: And ai- 
thous gh We See no hye etion to that part 
oi the scheme, which propos esto the 
(hurehes to contribute ia advanee for 
the Missionary Treasury, where they 
ind themselves able to do it; yet we 
‘to not consider it an equally imperious 
and binding duty, with that of raising 

upplies for present operations.—Prom 
ws branch of religious charity, we see 
ad how apy christian in cireumstances 
wis penury, ean excuse himself. 

Let us then proceed to inquire what 
is the extent of the supplies required 
bor present operations.—TRe authors 

f the address have calculated that 
ea are ia this country, about four 
thousand Churehes of the various de- 
womiuations, containing on an average 
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about one hundred and fifty members 
each, or six hundred thousand in the 
whole. And they believe there might 
be found in these Cliurches, as many 
as four thousand young men of piety, 
whose capacities, if suitably cultivated 
by education, are such as to qualify 
them for becoming useful Missionaries. 
This number apportioned among six 
hundred thousand members of the 
Churches, would be one to every hun- 
dred and fifty. ta our Church there 
are as paang “us one phage is and filty 
individuals ine ompe tent circumstances 
to afford something tow: ine the ob- 


ject. We come then to the point, and 


~— it as the result of our careful and 

leliberate inquiry, and as our decided 
opi On, thi it tle smallest thing we ean 
do asa Chureh, towards the advance- 
ment of the grand object proposed, 1s 
to raise a sum equal to the ye many 4 ex 
pence OL preparing for the Mi isso! 
service one Individual. © Calcuiating Oi: 
the most rigid economy in the ap; yre- 
priatiou of it, this sum is fixed by the 
authors of the address at one hundred 
aid fifty dollars:-—and this sum we res 
pectfully recommend to our christian 
brethren to raise, by thei voluntary 
offerings, at the stated seasons of com 
munion. And although this sum ts 
named from regard to the HCCESSAPY 
annual expense of trainieg up one inc 
vidual for the Missionary Se rvice, ye! 
itis obviously not essential that it bs 
actually expended in that partieula; 
form. Provided if > (9 for the further 
ance of the object generally, and be ap. 
propriated as the wisdom of the "Pras 
tevs of Missions shal} divect, they pul 
lishing from time to tine an aecount 
of them expenditure, the purpose will 
be answered, aud our consciences may 
be satislied. Neverthciess,ifany should 
preter directing their douatians to the 
Specille object of alding pions youths 
in becoming Ministers and Missiona- 
rics, they can be indulged in’ thei 
choice a expressing if Gu a paper ae 
companying their donation, 

And now, christian brethren, we wisi 
it to be fairly understood as our opin - 
ion, that this sum should be raised j 


particular reference to the wants of the 


heathen world at large ; and raised, o1 


course,exclusively of “those sums Which 
in conjuuction with the congregation, 
we are in the habit of contributing lor 


Missions in the destitute settlements o° 


the United States, and in the waste 
places of Connecticut. Does this sum 
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appear to any of you too large? Ex- 
amine the subject in all its bearings. 
Detect, if you can, any errors in the 
numbers. Still, with all the abate- 
ments that the most rigid calculation 
would require to be made, we have no 
doubt, that any one who will give his 
serious attention to the subject, will be 
convinced, that the sum proposed to 
be raised, will appear too small rather 
than too large. And so convinced are 
we of this—so convinced too, that 
Christians will, from year to year, see 
the absolute necessity of increasing 
their efforts, that we prepose the pres- 
ent arrangement as our part, merely in 


the introduction of a nobler system of 


beneficence than the Church has hith- 
erto conceived. Yes, brethren, we do 
believe that, as the friends of religion, 
at the present time, are making larger 
sacrifices, and raising larger sums, and 
with a more willing mind too, than for- 
merly ; so, in future years, they will 
make still larger sacrifices, and raise 
still larger sums, and with amore wil- 
ling mind too, than now. But there is 
another question connected with this 
subject. Is the sum proposed, within 
the scope of our ability? We answer, 
that it undoubtedly is. 

If we are not abie to take a part in 
this work, comparatively few of the 
Churches in this country, or even in 
other protestant countries, are able.— 
But if the case be really so, the condi- 
tion of the heathen, is pitiable beyond 
what we had conceived. Hitherto, 
their case was distressing, because in 
bondage to sin and Satan, they lived 
without hope, and without God in the 
world. But we had read of their en- 
largement; and we believed that in the 
fulness of time, through the instru- 
mentality of men, they would have the 
messages of salvation. But now, when 
the signs of the times lead us to believe 
that the period of their thraldom is just 
ready to close,our brightening hopes are 
obscured by finding that christians are 
themselves destitute of the means of 
performing what the farewell voice of 
their Saviour enjoined on them to per- 
form. Butthis we are persuaded, is a 
very erroneous view of the subject.-— 
The truth is, that no church, however 
favourably circumstanced, can do the 
whole of its duty without system, and 
foresight, and self-denial. We have 
never before, as achurch, been called 
to engage in so great an enterpize.— 
jt is a new thing: and until we look a- 


bout us, and survey our situation, and 
examine our resources, our ability may 
pot be very obvious. But if the duty 
of doing something more than we have 
yet done is made apparent, it follows 
that we ought individually to inquire 
in what way our resourees may be in- 
creased. ‘The authors of the Address 
that we have been considering, point 
out three distinct sources, from one or 
other of which, most christians, if not 
all, may probably derive something to 
be appropriated to the missionary ser- 
viee. ‘These are, first, an additional 
degree of exertion in their several call- 
Ings or occupations, sufficient to earn a 
small sum :—Second}y, the saving of a 
small sum by dispensing with some of 
the costly articles, which they are ae- 
customed to use, but which are not es- 
sential to the comfort of life Thirdly, 
the appropriation of a part of their clear 
annual income. When the scheme 
proposed for evangelizing the world, 
shall have got into full operation, and 
an increasing and more urgent de- 
mand for christian charity shall be 
made, it may de, and doubtiess will be 
necessary for christians to do their 
best, in deriving meaus from all these 
sourees :—and even now, it would be 
an example highiy commendable thus 
liberally to give up their property, and 
thus cheerfully to exert themselves for 
the prosperity of Zion. Yet we have 
thought it advisable, for the present, to 
bring more particularly into view, only 
one of these suggestions; and that is, 
ihe raising of money by dispensing with 
some superfluities; confident, that 
very many, if not all of our number, 
may find some one object, from which 
asaving can be made. We deem it 
unnecessary, now, to enter into partic- 
ulars, any farther than to suggest the 
following hints. Is any one purposing 
to build, let him consider whether be 
may not spare some expensive decora- 
tion. In his dress—or furniture—or 
equipage, let him omit such costly su- 
perfluities as are not rendered clearly 
necessary from a regard to his place or 
connexions in society :—and in consid- 
ering that part of the question, let him 
seriously ponder the import of that 
scriptural injuaction. “Be not conform- 
ed to this’ world.”—In friendly and 
social visits and entertainments, let 
each one also bear in mind the same 
injunction. And in the use of meats 
and drinks, especially in the article ot 
ardent spirits, we would suggest to the 
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serious consideration of every one, 
whether an important saving might not 
be meade, and in a way, too, that 
would promise no small advantages in 
point of health and comfort. 

These remarks have been drawn out 
to a length that was not at first intend- 
ed. Our apslogy is found in the im- 
portance e ofthe subject. Afterall, the 
subject is but imper ‘fectly treated. Nor 
was this intended for any thing further, 
than to call up your attention to the 
very able and very affecting appeal! 
which our Missionaries have addressed 
to these American Churches. We in- 
dulge the bope, that you will peruse 
what they have written to you, again 
and again; and feel assured, that thus 
doing, you W ill. by divine grace, ope- 
rating upon your hearts, be excited to 
renewed exertion and liberality: and 
in this assurance, we leave the subject 
with God and your own consciences. 
John Treadwell, 
Edward Porter, 
Klijah Root, 
Samuel Richards, 
Ozem Woodruff, 
Edward Hooker. 


‘Siened)\ 
(Signed) 


At a meeting of the First Church of 
Christ in Farmington— 


Voted, That we view it as a serious 
duty incumbent oa the Churches of 
Christ, as such, to exert themselves for 
the advancement of the Redeemer’s 
Kingdom, in the world, by contribut- 
ing supplies of money, according to 
their ability. 

Voted, That in reference to this ob- 
ject, in addition to such sums as we 
may contribute individually, or at the 
congregational collections, and on oth- 
er occasions, for retigious charities, we 
will, asa church, at our stated seasons 
of communion, during the year 1819, 
endeavour to raise the sum of ove bus 
dred and fifty dollars, by voluntarily 
contributing towards it, in sueh propor- 
tions as each one of us co nscrentiously 
believes, that his or her pecuniary abil- 
ity and circumstances will permit. 

Voted, That the sums thus contriba- 
ied, unless otherwise directed by the 
contributors, shall be sent to the Pru- 
dential Committee of the Board of For- 
eign Missions, to be, at their diseretion, 
cay propriated either to the general ob- 
ject of their Missions, or to the par- 
ticular objec ‘ts of training up ministers 
aud missionaries. 
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The following is from a communica- 
tion of Mr. Judson, American Mis- 
sionary at Rangoon, under date of 
March 7,18i7. 


As | was sitting with my teacher, 
as usual, a Burman of respectable ap- 
pearance, and followed by a servant, 
came up the steps and sat down by 
me. lLasked him the usual question, 
Where he came from? and received 
noexplcit reply. So that I began to 
suspect that he had come holm the 
governinent house, to enforce a trifling 
request whieh in the morning we had 
declined. Tle soon, however, unde- 
ceived and astonished me, by asking, 
“ How long will it take me to learn the 
religion of Jesus ?” I replied that such 
a question could not be answered. If 
God gave light and wisdom, the reli- 
sion of Jesus was soon learnt; but 
without God, a man might study all 
his life long, and make no “proficiency. 
But how, continued [, came you to 
know any thing of Jesus 2? Have you 
been here before ? “ No.” Have you 
seen any writing concerning Jesus ? 
* T have seen two little books.” W he 
is Jesus ? “ Helis the Son of God, who 
pitying creatures, came into this world, 
and suffered death in their stead.”” Who 
is God? *Heis a Being, without be- 
ginning or end, who is not subject te 
old age or death, but always is.” J 
cannot tell how f felt at this moment. 

This was the first acknowledgment 
of an eternal God, that [ had ever heard 
from the lips of a Burman. I handed 
him a tract and catechism, both which 
he instantly recognized, and read here 
and there, making occasional remarks 
to his followers, such as “ This is the 
true God—this is the right way,” &c. 
Y now tried to tell him some things 
about God and Christ, and himself ; 
but he did not listen with much atten- 
tion, and seemed anxious only to get 
another book. I had already told him 
two or three times, that I had finished 
no other books; but that in two or 
three months I would give him a ae 
one, which I was now daily emplo 
in transl: iting. = But,” replied ee. 
“have you not a little of that boo:: 
done, which you will graciously giv: 
me now 2” And I, beginning to thin!: 
that God’s time is better than ours, 
folded and gave him the two first halt- 
sheets, which contain the first five 
chapters of Matthew; on which he in- 
stuntly rose, as it his business was ai! 
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done, and having received an invitation 
to come again, took leave. 

Throughout his short stay, he ap- 
peared different from any Burmans 
i have yet met with. He asked no 
questions about customs and manners, 
with which the Burmans teaze us ex- 
eeedingly. He hac no curiosity, and 
ne desire for any thing, but “more of 
this sort of writing.” To fine, his con- 
duet proved that he had something up- 
on his mind, and I eannot but hope 
that T shall have to write about him a- 
cain, 


—_ 


Friracts from a letter of recent date, 
from Mrs. Judson, at Rangoon, to « 
Ladyin Scotland, 


“Tt is now four years anda half 
-ince we took up our residence im this 
heathen land, and began to make pre- 
parations for the promulgation of the 
cospelhere. We find the Burmans, as 
we expected, atmest children of pature 
m regard to improvements of t he mind 
and advanee inthe arts and sciences.-— 
Butin point of superstition, blmdness 
of mind, andstrength of attaehment to 
an idolatreus religion, they are not sur- 
passed by any nation onearth, We 
ind them fast bound in Satan’s chain, 
without a “Mish to be liberated, 
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ative country, there to mourn o- 

fat i delusion But we see 

ty arm, whic h is able to burst 

: 10We ver strong; to £iVE 

a their Ferd to un- 

, to hear the voice of 

nerecy, and to givea humble broken 

eart, which will gratefully accept of 
this Delivererin all his offices. 

The language has now become 

somewhat familiar ; we can read with 

ease, and converse intellicibly. Mr. 

fadson has written one or two tracts, 

and translated Matthew, whieh are in 

sireulation; he ‘an aiso written a 

crammar of the language, and has been 

closely engaged for sik n saeitien past in 


e. 


compuing a dietionar y, the materials of 


whieh have been accum ulating ever 
ince he began the study of the Jin- 


1AweO. This he woud aye i pishie j 
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in six weeks, but an unexpected oppor- 
tunity for going to Chittagong, and 
immediately returning, presented itself, 
and as he had long wished to have ay 
interview with the converted Mugs, 
and to preach to those who were seri- 
ously Inquiring, duty required his em- 
bracing it. Mr. Judson left here three 
weeks ago, and expects to be gone ten 
or twelve weeks, and after his return, 
he hopes to be more direetly engaged 
in the communieation of divine truth 
He has exceedingly regretted to spend 
so much time in preparatory work : 
but the consideration that future mie- 
sionaries would reap t the advantage, 
and in this way, time would eventu: ily 
be saved, reeonciled him te it. Mr 
Hough isa printer; he brought with 
him types from Bengal, with which he 
has printed tracts, and the translation 
of Matthew. How animating the fact, 
that the first printing press ever in op- 
eration in this country, should be em- 
ployed for the cause of Christ, for th: 
sacred Seriptures! have quite an in 
oe meeting of females, consisting 
{ between twenty and thirty, who 
re Be ily attend every $ Sabbath to lis- 
fer while [read and converse about th 
pew religion. Some listen with atten- 
tion, seme are careless, and some miai- 
ifest their hatred to the truths of the 
gospel. T bave at times had considera- 
ble hope that two or three of theim 
Were seriously inquiring what would 
become of them after death: but 
whether itis any thing lasting, time a- 
lone wrt determine. Last Sabbath, 
in conversing with one of them, I in- 
qrired, if she big went to the pagoda 
to wor ship: he repil rhe d, she had not 
been for alongtime. On asking her 
the reason, she replied, she worshipp ed 
the true God, and prayed to lim. ' 
asked her how she knew he was the 
true God, rather than Goudama ? She 
said, because his character was more 
excellent. Another of them, who is 
an oid woman, and has attended ou my 
instructions more than a year, (ou 
hearing me Say, that good w ork S, Sued 
as mat Ing r ollerings to pagoda’s priest 
so far from yi ustifying them in the ight 
of God, would heighte n their condem 
nation, ) Sa id, iC her parents and gr and- 
pare nts had youe to heil wita all 8 iW 
cood works on their heads, then shir 
Was willing to gu too. 0, my deal 
madam, you can never know how 
dark and ch: praved is that mind whic 
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is js accunneins to think sin of a trivial 
ature, God a king, like man, and hell 
pf short duration :—a mind that is fa- 
miliar with idolatry, that is actuated 
only from a principle of selfishness in 
‘ta most religious duties. Neither can 
you cone eive of the dif fieulty of break- 
ing through this thick darkness, by the 
‘atroduction of the rays of divine truth. 
But let us rejoice in the freeness and 
richness of that grace that can over- 
come all these impediments ; which 
ean commence, Carry on, and perfeet 
saat work whieh is the cause of admi- 
ration to men, of joy and wonder to an- 
cels. Pray for these poor Burmans.” 


—— eee 


RUSSIAN RBIBLE SOCIETY. 

Tetter from the Rev. Dr. Parrerson, 
fo the Secretary of the British and 
foreign Bible Society. 

ST. Pe TERSBURG, Oct. 2 ~s 18158. 

Tr was not until yesterday that eur 

fith Anniversary was held; and i now 

praceed to give you some account of 
this meeting. 

As the Court is absent, anda great 
nuinher of the inhabitants of the ¢ apl- 
tal still in the country, it was expect ed 
that only few pe rople would be i. Ame 
and it was even proposed, on this ac- 
count, to defer the meeting till the next 
sprinc. This, , however, was overrul- 
ed: and it was agreed, at our last Com- 
mittee, that the Anniversar y si hould be 
eld, however late, and however sma 
the number might * who were expec- 
ted to attend. 

liis Imperial Majesty having granted 
the use of the Tauridian P alace, aS usu- 
al, we entered the great hall at eleven 
© clock ; and, contrary to all our ex- 
pectations, we fi ry id it nearly full, and, 
madew minut es, it Was crow! led. he 
furge rooms, on the menta nd lefttofthe 
hall, were also nearly full; and some 
hundreds went away Who could not 
get in. 

Ihe first thing that struck me, on 
taking a view of the hundreds now met, 
Was, that, after the Society has existed 
nore than five years, the interest which 
the public take in the eause, is so far 
from being diminished, that it has evi- 
dently been inere asing yr year alter veal 
Desire and expectat 4 seemed to be 

visible in eve ry countenance, and we 


} 


Nad only to lament, that the place eon) 


not contain the numbers who were 
anxious to gain admission. 

Those who have never witnessed 
such a scene, can scarcely form an idea 
of the effect produced on the mind by 
such a motley assemblage. Persons of 
twenty different nations and languages 
were present, and many of them in 
their national costume. Our Mongo- 
lian Chiefs were also to be seen in the 
group, rejoicing to see so many met 
for the purpose of promoting the circu- 
lation of a book, new more precious to 
them than thousands of gold and silver. 
It was deligi.tfal to see the bearded 
peasant and the prinee, the craftsman 
and the minister of state, the layman 
and the clergyman, Christians of all 
denominations, Jews and Gentiles, as- 
sembled tor the one glorious purpose 
of causing the Woerd of the Lord to 
“have free course and to be glorified.” 

The Russian Clergy made a conspic- 
uous figure, with their truly enlighten- 
ed and pious Metrepolitan at their 
head ; nor were we less pleased to see 
the venerable Roman Catholic Metro- 
politan sitting opposite the Head of the 
Russian Church, and on his left hand 
the Metropotitan ef the Greek Units, 
who was chosen one of our Viee-Pres- 
rans. 

Notwithstanding the absence of the 
Conrt, our Assembly shone with stars 
and ribbons, worn by the first states- 


men, and military and naval officers of 


the highest distinction. Hada West 
heen present, it would have epee 
him an interesting subject for a paint 
of the very first order. It Bi 
me of that company whieh John saw, 
* out of all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues.” Lfevidence were 
Wwauntit ig to prove that the Bible Socte- 
ty is to be the ins strument, in the hand 
of God, of making known the Go ape 
to them all, T would point to the as 
semblage of yesterday, as experimen- 
tal of ha has already been done, 
from which we can easily infer what 
will ere long g take place. 

Our Mee ng was also graced by a 
number of Ladies of the first distine- 
tion, many of whom we knew to be 
truly pious, Among those, on the 

right h: ind, was the Queen of Imeretta, 
expressing her gratitude for what the 
Bible Society had done, and is still 
doing, for ber country and her kin- 
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The business was opened by a 
speech from our President, replete 
with interesting matter, in which he 
gave a general view of the object and 
operations of the Society, and which 
was listened to with much attention. 
Our Secretary Papoff then read the 
Report, which had been drawn up by 
himself; and which wasa true index 
of his own spirit and his own feelings, 
and produced corresponding — senti- 
ments in the hearts of all present. Qur 
other Secretary, Mr. Tourgeneif, then 
read an interesting account of the 
progress of Bible Societies in every 
part of the world. Ifthe hearers were 
before delighted, they were now enrap- 
tured! The Thames, the Ganges, and 
the Neva, seemed to have mingled 
their streams, and formed the river of 
the waters of life, for vivifying and re- 
freshing all the nations of the earth. 


REFORMED CHURCH IN FRANCE. 


Notwithstanding the persecution to 
which, in former ages, the Protestants 
of France were exposed, a Reformed 
Church still exists in that country. 
The massacre of St. Bartholomew, in 
1572, which was planned and conduct- 


ed by the perfidious Charles IX. fatal 
as it proved to the interests of the Hu- 
cuenots, did not entirely eradicate evan- 


selical principles. The Church, so ma- 
ny of whose members were sacrificed 
to the fury of the Catholics, still exists. 
Of these Churches, the discipline is 
Presbyterian. ‘They are divided into 
Consistories, each Consistory contain- 
ing a certain number of Pastors. The 
Consistorial Church is placed in some 
central spot, and the Churches of the 
adjacent country are connected with it. 
itis stated that in one Consistory, sev- 
eralof the congregations consist of three 
or four thousand members each. The 
whole number of Protestants in France 
is unknown: the number of their Con- 
sistories is 89, and the total number of 
Churches 230. 

It is a pleasing evidence of the zeal 
and talents of some distinguished meim- 
bers of the Reformed Church in France, 
that they conduct a respectable period- 
ical publication, entitled, “ Archives du 
Christianisme.” 

A Bible Society has, also, been form- 
edin Paris. The Protestants of that 
papal, and, formerly, persecuting city, 


have publicly assembled to organize ap 
institution for multiplying copies of the 
Holy Scriptures, and distributing them 
among the poor population.—The Pres- 
ident of this Society is M. le Marquis 
de Jaucourt, Peer of France, and Mem. 
ber of the Calvinistic Consistory. There 
are four Vice-Presidents, the first of 
whom is M. le Comte, Boissy d’An- 
glais, Peer of France, and Member of 
the Calvinistic Consistory. 

A Tract Society, also, exists in Par- 
is. Several tracts, translated from the 
English, have been distributed ; and the 
Society is about to print “ The Shep- 
herd of Salisbury Plain,” with some 
other of Hannah Moore’s productions. 

It gives us great pleasure to learn, 
that a Church has been opened in Par- 
is, for the accommodation of Ameri. 
cans resident in that city, and that Mr 
Bruer, a young gentleman who went 
from this country about two years since, 
resides in Paris as the spiritual guide of 
his countrymen. 


_—_—_———_~_— — 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Nothing is more calculated to awa- 
ken the gratitude, the prayers, and 
the exertions of christians, than intell!- 
gence of the grace of God in the con- 
version of sinners. In the present en- 
lightened state of public sentiment, 
however, revivals of religion are, for 
the most part, marked by the same 
general characteristics, deep feeling, 
controlled by sobriety and wisdom.— 
Minute statements, though gratifying 
to the spectators of the scene, would 
swell our religious inte!ligence beyond 
all reasonable limits. We shall endea- 
vor therefore to present our readers 
with a munthly record of these dispen- 
sations of merey ; descending to par- 
ticulars only when something peculiar 
has attended their progress. 

In Bergen, N. J. during the months 
of May, June, and July, the Holy 
Spiritwas poured out in copious show- 
ers; nor are the life-giving influences 
vet restrained. Ejighty-two persons 
have already been united to the church 
oi Christ. 

In Rockaway, N. J. the more pow- 
erful influences of the Holy Spirit be- 
came visible at a Sabbath School, while 
the pastor was addressing the Instruct- 
ors and pupils on the subject of relig- 
ion. Extending into distant neighbor- 
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hoods, the enquiry became general, 
‘ What shall Ido to be saved?” As 
the fruits of this revival, which has now 
ended, one hundred and forty-eight 
persons have been united to the 
Church. ; 

In Newport, N. H.a revival com- 
menced in December last, in a Baptist 
congregation ; and, in a few weeks, ex- 
tended throughout the town.—In one 
districtschool, consisting of sixty schol- 
ars, twenty-one, it is hoped, have been 
made the subjects of divine grace. Six- 
ty-two persons have been united to the 
Congregational, and fifty to the Baptist 
church. The attention seems rather 
on the decline. 

In Williamstown, Mass. a revival of 
religion has recently commenced.— 
About forty, it is hoped, have experi- 
enced the renewing grace of God. 

In Dudiey, Mass. a revival commenc- 
ed in December last. More than fifty 
have been united to the Congregation- 
al church ; and a number more will be 
soon, propounded. 

in Adams, N. Y. a revival commenc- 
ed in the early part of the last summer, 
by which ninety persons have been 
added to the Presbyterian church, and 
thirty to the Baptist. 

By a late report of the Synod of 
Geneva, which comprehends the west- 
ern part of the state of New-York, it 
appears, that— 

“The increase of the number of 
churehes, and of ministers of the gos- 
pel, within the bounds of this Synod, 
for a few years past, is almost without 
parallel; and must be truly gratifying 
to all those who ‘ pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem.’ In the autumn of 1805, 
the Presbytery of Geneva was formed, 
and then consisted of only three minis- 
ters.* The Preshytery then included 
all the district of country now contain- 
ed within the boundaries of the eight 
Presbyteries which constitute the Syn- 
od of Geneva. Thirteen years and a 
half ago, this district of country con- 
tained only one Presbytery, only three 
reguiar Presbyterian ministers, and 
perhaps eight or ten small Presbyterian 
churches. Now it contains eight Presby- 
terics s+ ninety-two Presbyterian min- 





“The Rev. Messrs. Jedediah ‘Chapman, 
John Lindsley, und Jabez Chadwick.— 
These were the only regular Presbyterian 
ministers then in the country. Their num- 
bers were soon increased by the addition 
of the Rev. Messrs. Higgins, Woodruff, and 
Mandeville, 
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isters ; eleven licentiates ; one hundred 
and forty-three Presbyterian congre- 
gations, and more than seven thousand 
communicants in these congregations. 
And besides this increase in one de- 
nomination, there have been conside- 
rable additions to the number of minis- 
ters, of congregations,and of communi- 
cants in various other denominations.” 
“ Withia the bounds of Cayuga Pres- 
bytery, the village of Aurora has re- 
evived an abundant effusion of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, since August last, and about 
fifty hopeful subjects of grace are reck- 
oned among its fruits —Their church- 
es are walking in harmony and tove.” 

“A deep and general seriousness in 
the course of the last year has pervad- 
ed the first church of Onondaga, the 
first church of Pompey, the village of 
Orville, the towns of Sullivan, Lenox, 
and Lysander; by which the king- 
dom of the Redeemer, within their 
limits, has been greatly increased and 
strencthened.” 

“The Presbytery of Bath presents 
a truly affecting instance of divine 
power and grace in the town of Pratts- 
burgh. In the adjoining corners of Bath 
and Prattsburgh, about thirty have re- 
cently been brought to the knowledge 
of the truth, as it isin Jesus; and in 
the more central part of Prattsburgh, 
the work, within two weeks past, has 
assumed the most interesting features, 
and an overwhelming influence.” 

“From the reports of the several 
Presbyteries, it appears that there are 
now belonging to this Synod, 92 or- 
dained ministers, and 11 licentiates :— 
that they have under their care, 148 
congregations : that during the last 
year; 191 adults, and 1099 infants have 
been baptized: that during the same 
time, 1018 have been added to the 
number of communicants; and that 
the whole number of communicants is 
708 4. 

“Tf the annual reports had been ob- 
tained from all the churches under the 
care of the Synod, the number of 
communicants would probably have a- 
mounted to more than 8000.” 

Peacham, Vt. has been peculiarly 
blessed of the Great Head of the 
Church. In consequence of this gra- 
cious visitation, 225 persons have been 
received into the communion of the 
Church. 


+ Two new Presbyteries were formed at 
the late meeting of the Synod. 
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Ordinations and Wnsrallations. 


Feb, 10th.—The Rev. Brensaniy church in the North Parish of Wilbys. 
Rice, was ordained pastor of the se- ham, Mass.—Sermon by the Rey. My. 
cond congregational church in Deer- Bartlett of East-Windsor, Con. 
field, Mass.—Sermen by Rey. Edward April 14th.—The Rey. ‘Joun Pirr- 
whipple. PONT, Was ordained pastor of the 

Feb. 24th.—The Rev. Winttam Ty- church and congregation in Hollic 
LER, Was ordained as colleague with treet, Boston.—Sermon by the Rey. 
the Rev. Simeon Williams, over the Dr. Ware. 
second church and society in Wey- Mareh 11th—The Rev. Josepr 
mouth, Mass.—Sermon by the Rev. Cueney, was installed pastor of the 
Mr. Thompson of Rehoboth. church and congregation in Salisbury 

March 8d.—The Rey. Eeenezer Vt.—Sermon by the tev. Dr. Bate 
Brown, was ordained pastor of the President of "Middlebury College 








Co Meakers and Correspondents. 


Tur following statement is made by the Rev. Elias Cornelius, which, at lias 1 
we publish :— 

‘¢In the conclusion of the Twentieth Annual Narrative, ofthe Trustees of the Missior 
ary Society of Connecticut, a notice is taken of the services which I rendered in Ne 
Orleans, under the direction of that Society. ‘Two or three mistakes, inadvertently 
made in their statement, { hasten to correci, because 1 am persuaded the Trustees wi. 
find, by a careful perusal - my Journa!, there is no foundation for them 

1. It is said, “he,” alla eto myselt, “ wasinstrumental of forminga regular Chure’ 
-< nd Congregation, whi ich have obtaine d an act of incorporation trom the Legislature 

No Church was formed by me cr any one else while I was in New-Orleans. Mr. Lar- 
il and myseli united our « xertio ns, to establish a reoular Coneorecation 


— 


, W hich was i- 
corporated, as stated—and it Ww Kpecrec bat at some denies int i@ Mr. Larned would 
be able to colle ot: and organize a Ch by 
It is said, * by these,’ th at is the Church and Congregation, “he was earnestly im 

itn 19 larry ¢ and take the pa foral oversicht of the me NO official COMMUNE Ot, 
Ww as ever made to me on the sul yect. Prey wats to the arrival of Me Larned, many ! 
dividuals expressed a strong desire that | would continue in the city. “~ This ,’ as stated 
by the Trustees, I felt myself under a necessity of declining, and directed their att 
ton, ’ jn those cases wiiere it was not ali ady ire tect, ‘to Aly. Larned.” oe adit 
his arriv al, a an earnest and neriectiy unanimous reiutest, Was presc pie dt hi Wn by r thie 
New Congregation, and lis accepiance greeted with universal joy. 

3. It is further stated, that | preached statedly and frequent! 
ly to the arrival of Mr. Larned, which was nearly dwe months. # t pa 
-—but if the worthy Board of Trustees will look again into my J Or urnal, they will find! 
have mentioned my own arrival in New-Ovieans, on the 50ih of Dee. 1817, and tha! 
of Mr. Larned, on the 22c of Janus ay following—making a did. ‘rence of but fittle mor 
than three weeks. From the time of Mr. Larned’s arrival, fae Fe ‘ongregation wert 
regularly organized, flavoured in sb ae with him—after this, which was about pve 
weeks previous to my j cepernees Pturned my attention to the poor and the sick, and 
others in the most destitute gly of the city. 

S.S.E.; A.Z.; E.K.; H.@L.; B.; 5S. E.; and A Consistent Calvinist, have beer 
received, and are wude r consideration. 

It is not our intention to publish sermons of the character of that, which we have 
received from B. 

G.; Z.X.5 and W. 
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